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Washington, D.C. 20515 :

Dear Ms. Johnson:

1 leamed last cvening, to sy considerable chagrin, that the tape of Speaker Gingrich conferring
with other House Republicans which 1 transmitted to you as Committee Chairmau for inclusion in
the Committee recard, has been rejected by you without consideration by the Conmunittee. Rather,
yuuumlmzrnuyeleaodtongnmnucontmt, deprive the Committee of it, and trangniit it to the
Department of Justice.

This Conmmittee has been charged with the august and Constitutional task of reviewing the
conduct of not just a member, but that of the Speaker. The entire world is watching the way we
conduct our affairs. We pursue this task after the Speaker—for years—has denied wrongdoing
only recently to confess his culpability. 'We are now in the “sanction” phase and, with respect to
it, the Speaker has made solemn commitments to this Committee and the Houss of
Representatives. Concomitant with his commitments appears to be his breach. Rather than

evaluate the evidence of the breach and give it such weight as it i fairly entitled to receive, you,

- without Commilttee or House approval, bave jentisoned the evidence and willfully ignored its

content. Y rogard that as a3 shameful act in conscious gvoidance of the search for truth.

_Moreovu', and I do not make this chargc lightly, by transmitting the evidence elsewhere wiﬂtout

first having presented it to the Housc for its approva] you have vmlaled House Rule X, d. 4,
(e)(I)CO). Te provides:

The Committee on Standards of Official Conduct is muthorized: ..,
( C) to repast to the appropriste Federal or State autharities, with the-
approval of the House, any subgtantial evidence of a violation, by a
- Member. . of any law applicable 10 the performance of his duties or the -
discharge of his mopons:’b’hucs, which may have been dlsolosed ne
. committee investigation....(emphasis added)
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1t is manifestly clear that the tape was provided to the Committee {or its inclusion in its records.
Before disseminzting the tape, you were required to present it to the full House for its approval.
1t is both apparem and ironic that you, as Chair of the Committee whase missian is to scrutinize
the ethica of House membery, by this unauthorized referral, have yourself violated House rules
and brought disrespect to the House of Representstives, This conduct is emblematic of the kind
of panisan wrongdoing that is taking place that inspires othars to teke measures to combat it.

1 respectfully request that you endeavor to recall the tape so that the Committee and its counsel
may consider it with all the other evidence that bears upon the matter under consideration. In this

way rclevant evidence of the bapa fides of the Speaker’s conmmitment and his integrity roay be
asscused.

Lastly, in my communication with you yesterday, 1 sought to conduct the Committee’s business
through you dlrecﬂy I am riow reluctantly constrained to share this letter and that which 1 sent
you yesterday with the Clerk of the House and the Majority and Minority leaders so as to assure
that these letters, the tape, and the business of the House be recorded in the records of the House., . .

Respectfilly submitted,

Member of Congress -
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