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The Chairman. If I can have your attention, please, the hearing was
scheduled to begin at 10 o'clock this morning. It was announced yesterday
in open hearing that it would be at 10 o'clock this morning. I have in my
hand just handed me a letter from Mr. Traficant that said, "I was not
informed yesterday of the 10 a.m. start time of the adjudicatory hearing.

I alerted the subcommittee yesterday that I would not have my witnesses
available until 1 p.m."

It was our plan that Mr. Traficant was in the middle of his testimony.

Following his testimony would be an opportunity for cross-examination,
both by counsel and by the panel. We thought this time would be used for
that. Mr. Traficant is not here, so we cannot do that. We will have a
discussion with Mr. Traficant when he comes in about being here on time. I
think all of you knew that the time was at 10 o'clock. So, as a
consequence, we will not commence this hearing until 11 o'clock. So if you
will be back at 11 o'clock ready to go to work, we will be here, too.

Mr. Berman. Mr. Chairman, Jjust for the record, I think the record
should reflect that all eight members of the subcommittee were here in the
adjoining office at the time scheduled.

The Chairman. I think that is a good point. All eight members were
in the adjoining office, and committee counsel is here prepared to work.

We lose an hour in our deliberations here, but we will pick it up at
another time. So we will be back in session at 11 o'clock.

[Whereupon, at 10:30 a.m., the committee proceeded in Executive

Session.]



[11:08 a.m.]

The Chairman. The committee will come to order.

Mr. Traficant, I have here in my hand an unsigned letter purportedly
from you saying that you did not realize that it was supposed to be
starting, the hearing starting, at 10 a.m. this morning. What we had
anticipated was you going ahead with your testimony as far as you wanted to
go, and putting in evidence whatever else you wanted to put into evidence,
begin the questioning of you as a witness, and then get to your other
witnesses this afternoon.

Evidently there was some confusion in that. All eight members were
here, the committee counsel were here, but you weren't. So we put this off
until 11 o'clock.

Mr. Traficant. Thank you.

The Chairman. In the future, when we set the time of the hearing,
unless there is some reason in advance, we need you to be here.

Mr. Traficant. Mr. Chairman, I did not hear a 10 o'clock starting
time and was informed we would begin at 1 o'clock with my witnesses. I had

misinterpreted that. I apologize to the committee. Had I known that, I

would have been here. I was on other media broadcasts trying to demean you
and everybody else. I have a number of things.

The Chairman. Wait just a minute. I trust you did a good job of
that.

Mr. Traficant. I was just Jjoking about that.

The Chairman. I know you were.

Mr. Traficant. I would like to say this in starting out. I know you
are in a rough position, because you and I have been friends, and I know
that will not interfere with your decision, and I don't want anything I say
in the condition I am in to be offensive to you nor to any Member here.

The Chairman. I think, I keep calling you "Mr. Traficant." I have
never called you "Mr. Traficant" before in my life.

Mr. Traficant. You have called me a lot of other names that you are
afraid to mention here today. I resemble those, and I take great offense
to some of those "slur-ious," derogatory, sometimes four-letter words of
which you referred to me.

The Chairman. Four letter words like "nice."

Mr. Traficant. I have some amendments I would like to put on, and I
would like to --

The Chairman. Just a minute, Mr. Traficant. As you know, this is not
a pleasant situation for you. It is not a pleasant situation for any

member of this committee. But I will say in working with these folks, and



most of which you have had a good relationship over the years, I have not
found a more serious-minded, dedicated bunch of people since I have been in
Congress in terms of wanting to give you every opportunity and in terms of
wanting to make a correct decision based upon the evidence they receive. I
think you probably couldn't have a better bunch of people in this position
at this point. I think you probably agree with that.

Mr. Traficant. With that, I ask unanimous consent that you remove
your counsel, have them go to the restroom for the remainder of the hearing
and ask no further questions, and let me conclude.

I have some affidavits I would like to place on the record and I have
an --

The Chairman. I have one piece of business, Mr. Traficant.

Mr. Traficant. Go ahead, Chairman.

The Chairman. You provided us yesterday with a written version of the
motion to dismiss that you had made earlier.

Mr. Traficant. I would like to make comment about that before you
rule.

The Chairman. Okay. I ruled on it verbally, but I have the written
form now, and if you would like to make a comment on it, I will let you do
that before I rule.

Mr. Traficant. Yes. I figure I know the way you would rule, but my
memorandum of points and authorities in support of my respondent's motion
yesterday to dismiss the statements of alleged violations will contain the
following:

Number one, respondent has filed with the committee on the 15th a
motion to dismiss the statement of violations. On July 15th, pursuant to
the rules of the committee, I filed a motion to dismiss along with a
memorandum of points and authorities in support of my motion to dismiss the
statement of alleged violations. I don't know if you have a copy of this.

If you don't, you certainly will get it.

On the 15th, I filed supporting documents along with the points and
authorities in support of my motion to dismiss.

In essence, I have nothing personal against the committee. Your
counsel up there, Mr. Walker, is certainly quite competent in understanding
the rules. As a Member of Congress I know the rules could be changed by a
vote of the Congress. But the committee has violated the rights of the
respondent through an illegal act, and the committee continues to have
actions in violation of committee rules.

The committee has harassed witness Richard Detore, important to my

case, and then denied in both of my criminal proceedings now. They



violated his rights through illegal acts and violations, in fact, of our
own committee rules of which we all voted on.

The committee has refused to place committee staff member Bernadette
Sargeant under oath, and the respondent has provided the committee with
evidence in conflict with the statements she made before the committee
yesterday.

In accordance with the intent of the spirit of rule 7 of the committee
rules, I seek immediate relief by dismissal of the statement of alleged
violations.

In accordance with the requirements of rule 7 of the committee rules,
respondent respectfully requests the committee immediately undertake an
investigation of the breaches of confidentiality.

You don't have a vote, Chairman, or is that a quorum call?

The Chairman. I am not sure what that is. We will find out. You go
ahead and continue briefly.

Mr. Traficant. In accordance with the requirements of clause 3,
subparagraph (a), paragraph 3 of Rule XI of the Rules of the House of
Representatives, and in accordance with rule 29 of the committee rules, the
respondent respectfully requests alleged criminal acts described herein be
referred to Federal authorities for further investigation and for possible
prosecution.

I don't like to say that to Ms. Sargeant, but the bottom line is Mr.
Detore has assured me he never signed any waivers. Now, I don't want to
hear any more about he signing waivers and for some justification to try
and, as in Cleveland, eliminate this guy from being a witness. I was
railroaded once, and I don't believe the Congress of the United States has
that intent.

Now, having said that, I want you to go ahead and rule, and I will
accept your ruling, and then I would like to put my additional matters into
evidence, and then I want to hear what your two counsel would have to say.

The Chairman. Mr. Traficant, I think we dealt with the issue of Ms.
Sargeant and Mr. Detore yesterday in your comments. I have reviewed the
written motion. The asserted grounds that you have in the motion are the
same as in your oral motion. As in your oral motion, the written motion
contains many misrepresentations particularly regarding the actions of
committee staff in connection with Richard Detore and his doctor regarding
supposed subcommittee statements in the media.

Mr. Traficant. Why don't we put her under oath?

The Chairman. If the assertions in your motion were true, if we

accepted them all as true, you set forth no legitimate basis for dismissal.



Therefore, as I stated yesterday, your motion is denied.

Now, Mr. Traficant, hold on just a second. Let's find out what those
bells are to see where we are on time.

Mr. Traficant. The bells, the bells. Ring this.

The Chairman. All right, we can proceed.

Mr. Traficant, where we left off yesterday was you were presenting
your testimony. You still have 3 hours, roughly.

Mr. Traficant. I am done. I want to place on the record Defense
Exhibit AA, an affidavit from Linda Kovachik dated Thursday, May 9, 20002.

I want to place on the record Defendant's Exhibit BB, an affidavit of
Brian Kidwell dated May 13, 2002, which consists of two pages.

I want to submit on the record an affidavit of Orlando Ferrante, which
consists of two pages, Defendant's Exhibit CC.

I want to submit for the record an affidavit, Exhibit DD, of Susan
Bucci, which consists of three pages -- four pages; and an affidavit,
Defendant's Exhibit GG, of a Sandra Ferrante, dated Tuesday, April 30,
2002, of two pages; and Defendant Exhibit HH, an affidavit of John Innella,
dated 13th of June, 2001.

I ask that they be, in addition to those yesterday, included in the
evidence of the proceedings before us here.

The Chairman. Does counsel have any objection?

Mr. Lewis. No, Mr. Chairman.

The Chairman. They will be admitted.

(Traficant Exhibit Nos. AA, BB, CC, DD, GG and HH were received
in evidence.)

The Chairman. Are you prepared for cross-examination now, Mr.
Traficant?

Mr. Traficant. Does a bear sleep in the wilderness?

Mr. LaTourette. Mr. Chairman, may I ask a question about the evidence
of the respondent?

Mr. Traficant, yesterday there was a good deal of discussion about

tape recordings or transcripts thereof. Do you intend to offer those as

evidence?
Mr. Traficant. I do at the end here. I have the transcripts, and I
will move the transcripts into evidence and leave you the tapes. I have a

box here approximately 2 by 2, and I go through those, and the ones I leave
will be salient.

Mr. LaTourette. I would say in light of the Chair's previous ruling,
I think that there is a responsibility on the respondent to authenticate

those before they are admitted into evidence. I think that he should be



advised he needs to do that, because I understood there were objections to
those, but for his making some observations about them. So I don't want
you to run out of time and not have at least addressed that issue, and
maybe you are right and maybe you are wrong, but I just want --

Mr. Traficant. I appreciate that and will do that. I was under the
impression to be here at 1 o'clock and do not have them with me right now.

The Chairman. You may do that later if you would like to.

Mr. Traficant. I would ask unanimous consent if my 3 hours run off,
that I have an additional 5 minutes for the submission of evidence relative
to tapes.

The Chairman. I don't think that will be a problem. As we get down
toward that time, we can talk about it again.

Mr. Traficant. Thank you.

The Chairman. Mr. Lewis.

Mr. Lewis. Thank you.

The Chairman. Cross-examination.

Mr. Lewis. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Mr. Lewis. Congressman Traficant, you stated yesterday you knew
Anthony Bucci.

The Chairman. Mr. Traficant, I would remind you you are still sworn
and still under oath.

Mr. Traficant. Yes, I know Anthony Bucci.

Mr. Lewis. You stated you did, in fact, help Mr. Bucci and his
brothers and their companies with official acts?

Mr. Traficant. I helped them, and I helped everybody in my district.

Mr. Lewis. And you did write the prison warden asking him to transfer
Anthony Bucci?

Mr. Traficant. You know, let me see the document. I sent so many
letters out, and my signature may not be on that. Many of the actions
taken by my office are taken by staff, who sign my name. Now, I don't know
if other Members do it. So show me the document, because I wasn't even
able to compare handwritten documents in Cleveland. Show me the document.

Mr. Lewis. Well, you didn't object to the document in Cleveland;
isn't that true?

Mr. Traficant. Well, there is a lot of things I may not have objected
to, but I am objecting to it now. Let me see it. If I signed it, I signed
it.

Mr. Lewis. I am going to hand you what has been marked as Hearing
Exhibit 14 for identification.

Mr. Traficant. That appears to be my signature and my handwriting.



Mr. Lewis. Do you recall writing the halfway house in Youngstown
regarding Mr. Bucci?

Mr. Traficant. I don't recall, but I probably did. I did that for
many people.

Mr. Lewis. I am going to hand you what has been marked as Hearing
Exhibit 15 for identification and ask you to look at page 2.

Mr. Traficant. That appears to be my signature, but quite frankly, I
am not sure. I could have dictated it, but it looks to be mine. I am not
sure.

Mr. Lewis. I ask you to look down here. Does that say JAT/JB?

Mr. Traficant. Yeah. Yes, it does.

Mr. Lewis. Do you recognize the initials JB?

Mr. Traficant. Yes. That is Jackie Bobby.

Mr. Lewis. Was Jackie Bobby your secretary?

Mr. Traficant. She was one of the people that typed it up. It was a
letter coming from me. I could have signed it. It looks like it is mine.

Quite frankly, I am not sure. Sometimes I can't even read my own
handwriting. But I don't object to the letter, and I will stipulate to it,

if it would help you.
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Mr. Lewis. Thank you. Do you recall writing to Wilbert Baccus at

the U.S. Department of Transportation on behalf of the Buccis?

Mr. Traficant. Probably did. I don't know who signed it. Let me see
it.

Mr. Lewis. I will show you what has been previously marked as Hearing
Exhibit 126 for identification.

Mr. Traficant. Now, does this come out of his time?

The Chairman. Yes, it does.

Mr. Traficant. Does this come out of my time?

The Chairman. It does not come out of your time. This doesn't come
out of anybody's time for presenting the case.

Mr. Traficant. Yes. That appears to be my writing but that -- those
green lines on there were placed on there by somebody else.

Mr. Lewis. For the record, I put the green lines on that document.

Mr. Traficant. Well, I would ask that you would do that no more. I
mean, I have had enough of that in Cleveland. I have had green lines here.

Mr. Lewis. All right. Do you recall writing the Secretary of
Transportation on behalf --

Mr. Traficant. I probably did. I wrote to everybody. I called
everybody. What do you have?

Mr. Lewis. And you wrote --

Mr. Traficant. Is it about Bucci?

Mr. Lewis. Yes.

Mr. Traficant. I told my staff to help Bucci, yes.

Mr. Lewis. And do you recall writing --

Mr. Traficant. I want to see the document.
Mr. Lewis. Do you recall writing the Department of Labor on behalf --
Mr. Traficant. I don't recall. You will have to refresh my memory.

What year was that? Was that, you know, 198672 I mean they have taken the

statute back about 10 years. I want to know the date of the letter and

show it to me. I apologize, committee, I am not in a good mood.

Mr. Lewis. Do you recall calling --

Mr. Traficant. I would like to see the letter, sir. I don't recall
anything. That is a fact. This has been years. Show me what you are

asking me, or I will not answer it.
Mr. Lewis. I am moving on, Mr. Traficant. Do you recall calling the
Ohio Department of Transportation on --

Mr. Traficant. Show me that I did. I don't recall. I could have. I



called everybody for anything. For the record, I will stipulate I was a
very active Congressman. Maybe I was unusual. Maybe I was stupid. Maybe
I should have just sat back and did nothing.

The Chairman. Mr. Traficant, if you don't recall just simply say "I
don't recall."

Mr. Traficant. I want to see the documents. I may recall. I want to
know what the salient points of them deal with before you get them.

The Chairman. Well, we have them in the record.

Mr. Traficant. I want to see what you have.

The Chairman. You do have copies of what we have.

Mr. Traficant. ©Not here.

The Chairman. These are documents that presented into evidence as of
yesterday.
Mr. Traficant. I dont have them with me. If they are going to ask me

about them, I have a right to see them.
Mr. Lewis. Absolutely. I am going to direct your attention to
Hearing Exhibit 18, and ask if you recall writing Judge Spahn of the Ohio

Court of Appeals regarding Anthony Sugar, Jr.?

Mr. Traficant. Let me see it. That is not my signature. I probably
directed it. But it is not my signature. I may have said try and help
this guy.

Mr. Lewis. Is that your Congressional letterhead?

Mr. Traficant. That is not my signature.

Mr. Lewis. Is it your Congress letter --
Mr. Traficant. I don't know if I actually authorized this. Someone
called my office and said I wrote a letter for this young Sugar. That is

not my signature. And I don't remember.
Mr. Lewis. Is it your letterhead? Yes or no?
Mr. Traficant. Well, it isn't Max Factor here. Come on now. That is

not my signature. And anyone on the committee can tell that it is not my

signature.
Mr. Lewis. Can you say yes Oor no --
Mr. Traficant. ©Now, I don't know that I -- that I directed this

letter or not, or if this was a call that was generated to my staff, and my
staff acted and did this. And we did a lot of this without necessarily

conferring with me.

Mr. Lewis. In the corner it says JAT --
Mr. Traficant. That is not my signature. I don't give a damn what it
says. I would like to explain something before we go any further.

Mr. Lewis. I object.



Mr. Traficant. I think that I have a right to respond.

The Chairman. Mr. Traficant, just answer the questions. Answer yes
or no.

Mr. Traficant. My staff may get a call wanting me to look into a
problem that they have. And rather than bother me, they take up these
issues. Now, if they run into a roadblock, they call me and I intervene
when they can go no further.

Now, I don't know how other Members handle it, but my staff is capable
of handling many of these things, otherwise I would be dealing with a
hundred issues a day like every Member.

Now, I didn't sign that. So I can't recall if I directed it or not.

I may have, I may not.

The Chairman. Mr. Traficant, do you as most Members do, take
responsibility for what comes out of your office?

Mr. Traficant. I take full responsibility. But whether or not there
is any intent to do something to gain a favor here is what the issue is.

The Chairman. Just answer the questions yes or no.

Mr. Traficant. Well, sometimes that is difficult. I can be
loquacious. And I am trying to eat up their time, Mr. Chairman.

The Chairman. I recognize that. We don't want this coming out of your
time.

Mr. Traficant. Why don't you just come out. Ask me your questions.
You know put the heavy stuff on the line, will you? Come with your
program. I wasn't about to do anything in Cleveland, believe me. Come on.

Mr. Lewis. You stated that you were able to obtain appropriations for
USAG.

Mr. Traficant. Yes. I worked very hard to get the appropriation for
the USAG. I got them the $4 million, although Cafaro knows all of these
big shots and brags about it, in the final analysis, he had to come down to
an effective Congressman who was trying to get jobs for his district. And
I will say it for the record, self-serving. I have been effective for my
district. I am proud of it. And I worked my buns off and got that money.

And it was unusual, because it wasn't authorized.

Mr. Lewis. And you wrote press releases -—-

The Chairman. Do we take that as a yes, Mr. Traficant?

Mr. Traficant. I think so, Chairman.

Mr. Lewis. You wrote presses releases for USAG?

Mr. Traficant. My committee, we always sent out a press release. Let
me see the document and see if we did it or someone else did it.

Mr. Lewis. You just stated that you did press releases.



Mr. Traficant. Let me see it. If it is mine, you said do you do
press releases. Naturally, when we get money that affects my district, or
has an impact on my constituents, we try and let the voters know, because,
you see, I, every 2 years, am evaluated quite unlikely like you, and the
people have to elect me. So we try and let them know what I do.

The Chairman. Mr. Traficant, you made an opening statement yesterday.

You have had an hour of testimony. We don't need to repeat all of that.
I understand what you are getting at.

Mr. Traficant. I am trying to waste time here, Mr. Chairman.

The Chairman. I know you are. But if you can Jjust answer the
counsel's questions.

Mr. Traficant. I want to know the motive of the question. I am being
serious now, I am not being funny and light. I want to know what the
motive of this question is.

The Chairman. He will get to the motive.

Mr. Traficant. I hope he would.

The Chairman. This is his time to question you.

Mr. Traficant. That is why I am doing this.

Mr. Lewis. Congressman Traficant, you admitted that you hired
Allen Sinclair.

Mr. Traficant. Yes, I did hire Allen Sinclair.

Mr. Lewis. You made him your counsel, not the government, correct?
Mr. Traficant. I made him my what?

Mr. Lewis. You made him your administrative counsel?

Mr. Traficant. Yes. That was his title.

Mr. Lewis. Okay. I am handing you what has previously been marked

Exhibit 52 for identification, and ask in this is your handwriting?

Mr. Traficant. Yeah. That is my handwriting.

Mr. Lewis. Did you give that note to Allen Sinclair?

Mr. Traficant. No, I think I left it on his desk.

Mr. Lewis. Okay.

Mr. Traficant. I am not sure. Probably left it on his desk. It
looks like a little sticker pad. Dealt with the IRS, didn't it?

Mr. Lewis. Yes, it did. I am handing you hearing Exhibit Number 53
for identification, and ask if you can recognize this as your handwriting?

Mr. Traficant. Yes, that is my handwriting. I did not hand this to
him. I believe I left it on his desk.

Mr. Lewis. Did you write this?

Mr. Traficant. Yes. I said it was my handwriting. I think if it was

my handwriting, I think I wrote it.



Mr. Lewis. I ask you to look at Hearing Exhibit Number 54.

Mr. Traficant. That is my handwriting.

Mr. Lewis. And did you give the original of that document to Allen
Sinclair?

Mr. Traficant. I don't know if I gave him the original or a copy,
quite frankly. Do you have the original?

Mr. Lewis. Do you recall if the original --

Mr. Traficant. I don't recall. But that is a true and accurate
reflection of what I would have given him.

Mr. Lewis. Okay. I would ask you to look at Hearing Exhibit 55 and
ask i1f this is your handwriting?

Mr. Traficant. Yes, this is my handwriting. Do you have the
originals?

Mr. Lewis. I just asked if you could identify this copy. Did you say
this to Allen Sinclair -- did you write this? Allen, it is against House
rules to lend me money, but you did.

Mr. Traficant. Yeah. That is true. I probably wrote that. I am not
sure it is against House rules to lend me money. But I thought it might
be.

Mr. Lewis. But you wrote to him that it was against House rules?

Mr. Traficant. That I did write. Yeah.

Mr. Lewis. Now, you said yesterday that you rented office space for
your district office from Allen Sinclair's wife?

Mr. Traficant. I thought it was. I thought he cleared it with the
Ethics Committee. I didn't even know it was his wife. It was KAS
Enterprises. I believe when I signed that lease there was no confirmation
signed underneath KAS, and I thought I was leasing as from Henry DiBlasio
that they put it in some form of trust, it met the Standards of Official
Conduct, and they checked with them.

So I don't know if KAS, Kimberly Ann Sinclair's signature was on there
when I signed it.

Mr. Lewis. Who did you think that you were leasing the building from?

Mr. Traficant. KAS Enterprises.

Mr. Lewis. And what did you understand KAS to stand for.

Mr. Traficant. The owner of the building.

Mr. Lewis. Did you know that it stood for Kimberly Ann Sinclair?

Mr. Traficant. ©No, I didn't at the time, no.

Mr. Lewis. Who did you sign that document in front of?

Mr. Traficant. I don't remember. Probably witnessed by someone. But

I don't remember.



Mr. Lewis. Okay. And you stated that you also rented that district
office space from Henry DiBlasio.

Mr. Traficant. Yes, I did.

Mr. Lewis. Okay.

Mr. Traficant. He had it in a trust. I was under the impression when
we come down here to orientation that Henry went to the respective
committees and asked how do I do this? I own the building. I was under
the impression that Sinclair did the same thing. I didn't think there was
any issue, signed the leases, and quite frankly, I don't believe there was
any signature of an owner on that other than the listing of KAS
Enterprises.

In fact, that is the best of my memory that there was not.

Mr. Lewis. So you knew DeBlasio owned the building but you thought --

Mr. Traficant. ©No, I didn't know DeBlasio owned the building. I know
he owned the building, went to the Ethics Committee and talked to them
about how to orchestrate or make it a legal thing. I really stayed out of
it. I just rented office space, quite frankly.

Mr. Lewis. When you were elected in 1985, DeBlasio did own the

building, right?

Mr. Traficant. DeBlasio, when I took office, had come down through
the orientation week with me and went over that. He ended up -- I ended up
renting from a trust. I don't know a damn thing about the trust or KAS,

quite frankly.

Mr. Lewis. But he owned the building in 19857

Mr. Traficant. Before I rented it, I know that he was the owner, yes.

Mr. Lewis. But your office stayed in that building from 1985 to 2000,
correct?

Mr. Traficant. Yes, I did. It was an administrative office, where my
personal offices were. And I stayed there.

Mr. Lewis. And DiBlasio's law firm stayed in the same building?

Mr. Traficant. Yes. His law firm was there. And he was allowed to
practice law. And he cleared that with the committee, at least that was
what was represented to me.

Mr. Lewis. Now --

Mr. Traficant. I asked that that be clarified. And the Ethics

Committee certainly must have these records.

Mr. Lewis. You stated yesterday that there was a family farm outside
Youngstown.
Mr. Traficant. Pardon me?

Mr. Lewis. You stated yesterday that there is a family farm outside



of Youngstown?

Mr. Traficant. Yes, I did.

Mr. Lewis. And did you live on that farm?

Mr. Traficant. I have never lived on that farm. But I have worked
every inch of it myself.

Mr. Lewis. Did you ever stay overnight at that farm.

Mr. Traficant. Yeah, on occasions I stayed overnight on that farm.

Mr. Lewis. Did you own horses on that farm?

Mr. Traficant. I owned some. Other people owned horses, and some of
my family owned horses on that farm. It was an active farm. I made my own
feed and my own hay, myself, personally around my Congressional schedule.
I was a farmer and loved it.

Mr. Lewis. Did you tell the Buccis to do any work at that farm?

Mr. Traficant. ©No, I didn't tell them to do any work. They wanted to
do work. They came to me begging to do work. When I helped get him out of
that, when his family come to me and I got him moved, he came up to me and
said, I will pave your whole damn place. You are the only politician that
ever helped me.

I said, I don't want anything. But I have a section where my barn
sits low. And I says water rolls into the one barn. And I want you to
grade it. You asked me a question.

Mr. Lewis. That's a no?

Mr. Traficant. I asked him to grade that.

Mr. Lewis. Congressman, do you know who Sandy Ferrante is.

Mr. Traficant. I certainly do. She will be here to testify.

Mr. Lewis. Who is she.

Mr. Traficant. She was one of the top women show horse trainers in
the world. Showed the 12 world championships of parade horse under Silver
Saddle and showed two of my horses, one horse to five world championships.

Mr. Lewis. Did she live on the family farm?

Mr. Traficant. She lived on that farm.

Mr. Lewis. Was she an employee of the family farm?

Mr. Traficant. For many years. She was not an employee. She lived
there. She paid some rent. Quite frankly, she had a rough time at times.

Didn't pay rent. Her husband and her had horses. They paid board. I
averaged about $600 a month cash over the years in rent and payments on
those activities.

Mr. Lewis. Who did she pay the rent to?

Mr. Traficant. She paid it to me. I managed it. I never owned that

farm. I owned it in the beginning. And then my father owned that farm



when all of this activity came down.

Mr. Lewis. When did you own the farm, Congressman?

Mr. Traficant. I don't remember. Probably when we bought it back in
the 1970s, my father, my mother and my wife and I, I think all four we put
our money together downpayment and bought a farm.

Mr. Lewis. Okay. Do you recall asking Allen Sinclair to write up --

Mr. Traficant. That is a lie. My wife wanted that given to her
daughter. And my daughter was in a marriage, and I don't want to really
talk about my family affairs. And she was going to give it to her and her
husband. And their marriage was a little rocky. She waited until the
marriage was over and then did sign it over. Now, I know what Sinclair
testified to. It is a damn lie. There was no attempt to try and shield
that farm. My wife owned that farm. I did not.

I only signed it because there was a dower's right in the event that
she would die.

Mr. Lewis. You did sign it?

The Chairman. Mr. Traficant, we don't need quite so much explanation.

If you can answer the questions just straight forwardly and clearly, we
may see where Mr. Lewis is coming with them.

Mr. Traficant. Mr. Chairman, this is what happened in Cleveland. I
have had people lying, and I want to explain it. Period. Okay?

The Chairman. You will have time for a closing statement as well.

Mr. Traficant. I don't want to waste my time doing it. I want to
respond while he is asking these questions.

The Chairman. I suppose as he gets here, we are going to find out
where he is going with this.

Mr. Traficant. I did not own that farm. I was involved in no
fraudulent activity to try and shield that farm. I know the government is

trying to take it. They can shove that deed up their subpoena.

Mr. Lewis. I would ask you to look at --
Mr. Traficant. Show it to me.
Mr. Lewis. 61, Government's Exhibit 611.

Mr. Traficant. Yes, I see it.

Mr. Lewis. Is that your signature?

Mr. Traficant. Yes, it is.

Mr. Lewis. Is that your wife's signature.

Mr. Traficant. Yes, it is.

Mr. Lewis. Is this a deed -- is this a deed for your family farm
saying that you and your wife were conveying it to your daughter?

Mr. Traficant. I signed away a dower's right. You would have to go



to Mahoning County Recorder and see who that property was deeded to, sir.

That property was not deeded to me. Show me the document.

Mr. Lewis. But you signed the document?

Mr. Traficant. Show me the document. Yeah, I signed it as a dower
right. Period, as a husband of the woman who owned the farm and who was

transferring it and giving to it her daughter.

Mr. Lewis. Getting back to Sandy Ferrante, do you recall her
testimony at the trial in Cleveland?

Mr. Traficant. I don't remember if I recall all of her testimony.
Because a lot of it wasn't allowed.

Mr. Lewis. Do you recall that she said the Buccis did, in fact, work
for you on that farm?

Mr. Traficant. Yeah, they did come out and did some work. I told you
that there was some water going in there. Then I wanted to borrow their
jackhammers, they said that they would have insurance problems. I didn't
want them to do it, because I said they will knock the bank barn in if they
are not careful. And they did knock the bank barn in.

Mr. Lewis. Did you tell David Manevich to build an addition in 19937

Mr. Traficant. ©No, I did not. I don't care what Manevich said.

First of all, Manevich said he was paid $15 an hour. Gatti said Manevich
was paid $10 an hour. The job they did, two witnesses, Marchese and
Innella, said the whole job would have taken 2 weeks and wouldn't cost more
than $8,000.

Mr. Lewis. Marchese said that the job would do what.

Mr. Traficant. He said it would take 2 weeks, no more. From 8,000 to
$12,500.

Mr. Lewis. Didn't he testify at trial that the last time he worked
construction was 19767

Mr. Traficant. Yes. And he was equating it on today's -- in looking
back at what the cost would been for the materials.

Mr. Lewis. So his expertise was based on 20 years --

Mr. Traficant. Do you want to see pictures of the farm without eaves,
without windows?

Mr. Lewis. I have seen them, Congressman.

Mr. Traficant. Decrepit. They are showing you the good side of it.
Didn't they?

Mr. Lewis. You said Dominic Marchese also testified that Manevich
didn't do a very good job on the farm, right?

Mr. Traficant. There is a hole where animals get up into the roof.

He didn't even seal off the one part of it. They did a butcher Jjob.



Mr. Lewis. And Dominic Marchese is employed by you?

Mr. Traficant. Yes, he is an employee of mine. He is a farmer.

Mr. Lewis. He is also a very, very, very good friend of yours?

Mr. Traficant. What is the difference?

Mr. Lewis. He is -- I am just saying that your testimony is based on
a friend and an employee. You did not actually have --

Mr. Traficant. Dominic Marchese did not lie. He is not a convicted
felon. What are you implying?

Mr. Lewis. I am just --

Mr. Traficant. He is an employee of mine. He is a friend of mine.

Mr. Lewis. You had two witnesses who said Manevich did not do $26,000
worth of work --

Mr. Traficant. I know they didn't.

Mr. Lewis. —-- at your farm. One of them is an employee of yours. And
one of them knows nothing about construction work. Why didn't you get an
independent contractor, an independent --

Mr. Traficant. The other one has done construction all of his life.

Mr. Lewis. Did you have anybody testify on an independent basis about
the work that --

Mr. Traficant. I didn't have to prove that.

Mr. Lewis. So it is based on an employee and somebody who worked
construction 20 years ago-?

Mr. Traficant. ©No. It was the responsibility of the government to
prove that. They did not, quite frankly. Let me say one other thing.
Manevich said he got $15 an hour. Gatti said Manevich got $10 an hour.
Now, I also want to state that the reason I talked to Manevich is I didn't
want that thing enclosed. I built it all. Sandy Ferrante asked my father,
who owned that place, to close it in. And he said go ahead and close it
in.

I would have to clear it with my father. I didn't want it closed in,
because to tell you the truth, I wanted to shoot groundhogs off the damn
deck.

Mr. Lewis. So Manevich and Gatti were both not truthful?

Mr. Traficant. ©No. I think that Gatti was truthful. And I think
that Manevich probably got the $15 an hour and told whoever was helping him
that he was getting 15.

Mr. Lewis. All of Gatti's testimony is truthful? You accept it?

Mr. Traficant. I don't remember Gatti's testimony. I don't think why
Gatti would lie.

Mr. Lewis. And the third person who testified about doing work at



your farm for Bucheit was --

Mr. Traficant. For who?

Mr. Lewis. For Bucheit, Peter Bucheit.

Mr. Traficant. Go right ahead.

Mr. Lewis. Was an electrician named Thomas Passewitz?

Mr. Traficant. I don't even know him.

Mr. Lewis. Okay.

Mr. Traficant. If he come in here, I might see him, he might have
done it. But let me say this.

Mr. Lewis. I will move on.

Mr. Traficant. ©No. Wait a minute.

Mr. Lewis. Bucella, Rovnak and --

Mr. Traficant. I did not authorize any construction on that deck,
period.

The Chairman. I am going to ask the witness to be responsive to the

question that the counsel is asking. We don't need so much embellishment.
Answer the questions that counsel is asking. And I think we will get to
the truth here.

Mr. Lewis. You stated yesterday that three employees of your
Congressional office, George Bucella, Richard Rovnak and Anthony Traficanti
volunteered to work on your farm.

Mr. Traficant. Yes, they did. I never ordered anybody to work on my
farm.

Mr. Lewis. You did not pay them?

Mr. Traficant. ©No, I didn't pay them. They were friends. And they
put in the amount of time they needed during the week at all times. And
they basically helped me mostly during the hay season. Bucella helped
because we had a couple of trucks that were so dangerous. He was an expert
driver. He went at times to get some sawdust or go get some oats. I mean,
it was a dangerous truck and George is a good driver.

Mr. Lewis. You admitted yesterday that your staff did work on your
boat?

Mr. Traficant. I think they went down one day. I think West Richards
said it was like a sort of bonding type of thing. And anybody that didn't
want to go, didn't have to go. I don't know if I put that thing together,
quite frankly. I didn't even remember it.

Mr. Lewis. Well, West Richards said you did.

Mr. Traficant. Well, then I did. It was one afternoon when Congress
was out.

Mr. Lewis. Five or six people during working hours. Did you pay



Mr. Traficant. ©No, I didn't pay them.

Mr. Lewis. It was bonding, but they did scrape the boat and clean the

Mr. Traficant. I don't know how much scraping and boating they did.
I have a contract that I want to introduce as evidence that showed that I
had a person who did the work on that boat. I paid him to do the work on
that boat.

Mr. Lewis. So all of these Congressional workers volunteered to work
on your farm and your boat?

Mr. Traficant. Quite frankly, Rovnak never really worked at that farm
till after he was employed. He come out. He told me that he had no
insurance, he was a good friend of mine, he needed help. And he hung
around with me and I liked him, and he did things out there at the farm.
Andy Traficanti used it as a health spa, then he got an asthmatic type of
problem and he even wanted to come out and do other things. But he had
this hay fever. I found out that Bucella had a DUI he was involved in in
fixing. The Feds went to him and scared the hell out of him. He said he
was out there 300 days. He lied.

And John Vogel, and Jim Price and the tape of Jim Price, who in fact
George Bucella admitted to, a fellow trustee in Wethersfield Township told
him that, and that couldn't be brought in as evidence there nor here.

Mr. Lewis. Has he been convicted of that, Congressman?

Mr. Traficant. Hell, no. They are not going to convict him. They
wanted me, Counsel.

Mr. Lewis. He is not --

Mr. Traficant. They let you go to get me.

Mr. Lewis. He has not been convicted of anything, has he? So it is
just your word?

Mr. Traficant. Quite frankly --

Mr. Lewis. And Bucella was someone —-

Mr. Traficant. It happened about 8 years ago. The statute of
limitations ran out on that.

Mr. Lewis. And you employed George Bucella for 15 years.

Mr. Traficant. Yeah. I considered him a good friend and still
consider him a friend and understand what he did and why he did it, and
have no hard feeling against any of these people, quite frankly. That is
for the record.

But I would ask that the Jim Price tape now be put into evidence,

where he was afraid to come to Cleveland, scared to death of the FBI and



doctors said that he was going to have a heart attack, a fellow

Weathersfeld Township trustee who confided in me after a letter from John

Vogel that he knew that George was involved some DUI transfer of money to

help fix a case.

Lewis. I am going to show you one more document, Congressman.
Traficant. I am tired of it. I think I can see it from there.
Lewis. This is Hearing Exhibit 10 for identification.

(Hearing Exhibit No. 10 was marked for identification.)

Lewis.

Traficant. Very good.

Is that your handwriting.

Traficant. It is my handwriting. But every time I go out to eat

I draw or write things.

Mr. Lewis. This is your handwriting?

Mr. Traficant. Yes. Let me comment on that.

Mr. Lewis. Thank you.

Mr. Traficant. I want to comment on that.

Mr. Lewis. Absolutely.

Mr. Traficant. Mr. Bucci had said he had that in his pocket for 12
years to use against me. It was folded in four spots. It was perfectly

square without one bend. You put something in your pocket, and have it for

14 years,

and you show it to me, without a bend in it, and then you tell me

it is truthful.

liar.

That was not an order for Bucci to do work. He is a damn

When I go out to eat, I write. I make notes all of the time. And I

want somebody to go out and see if that was done, which was never brought

into evidence.

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

13 years?

Lewis.

Lewis.

Now, you hired Henry DeBlasio.

Traficant. Yes, I did.

And he was your Congressional administrative assistant for

Mr. Traficant. I think it was 15 years, wasn't it?

Mr. Lewis. 15.

Mr. Traficant. I don't know.

Mr. Lewis. I believe it was 1985 to 1998.

Mr. Traficant. Was it?

Mr. Lewis. What is your recollection.

Mr. Traficant. I don't know.

Mr. Lewis. Okay. And he was a lawyer for -- you said yesterday in
the purported letter -- that he was a lawyer for 47 years?

Mr. Traficant. That is what he said when he wrote me that letter



about the government extorting him.

Lewis. And he has pled guilty to a Federal felony conviction?
Traficant. Yes, he has. As everybody has.

Lewis. Charles O'Nesti was your district director.

Traficant. Yes.

Lewis. You hired him?

Traficant. Yes, he was. And also a liaison down here in

Washington and lived in the Washington area.

Lewis. How long did he work for you?
Traficant. Whatever it says. I really don't know.
Lewis. You hired him in 19857

Traficant. Yes.
Lewis. He resigned in 1998.
Traficant. Approximately . That could be true.

Lewis. And he also pled guilty in Federal Court to a Federal

felony as well.

Mr.
Mr.

employed

said you

Traficant. Nothing to do with me. Yes, he did.

Lewis. But he did plead guilty to a Federal felony while he was
with you?

Traficant. Yes, he did.

Lewis. And you hired Allen Sinclair?

Traficant. I think I already answered that.

Lewis. And you testified yesterday about Michael Terlecky. You
called him as a defense witness?

Traficant. Yeah. That is true.

Lewis. He also has a felony conviction?

Traficant. Yes, he did.

Lewis. And he was convicted for taking money from the Mafia while
sheriff's deputy, wasn't he?

Traficant. Yes. I would like to explain that.

Lewis. No.

Traficant. Because I have asked for a Presidential pardon. I

think the committee should hear it.

Lewis. Go ahead.

Traficant. Thank you.

Lewis. But he was convicted.

Traficant. Thank you. The man that they were after admitted on

the stand, after the attorney had him take a plea bargain, told him that he

didn't have a chance that he didn't give him the $5,000. He did a year in

Morgantown. I am trying to get him a Presidential pardon. And the mobster



that he was accused of, we found out now that he was represented by former
U.S. Attorney Stewart Mandell, who was on the payroll of the mob and at the
time was in the fireworks business with Lennie Stroddel, the mobster. And
they set the poor kid up.

And now the IRS is after him for 140,000 because he testified on
behalf of Jim Traficant. They are pressuring Brian Kidwell, and I am
asking this committee to have the government keep their hands off the
people that came up for me. They did not have immunity, they are being
intimidated. The IRS is after them. And I will have none of that. And
you should have none of that.

Mr. Lewis. And Dennis Johnson is an employee of yours?

Mr. Traficant. Yes, he is.

Mr. Lewis. He testified for you?

Mr. Traficant. Only partially.

Mr. Lewis. He also has a record for impersonating a law enforcement
officer?

Mr. Traficant. I think that is what they called it. But, he worked
for ODOT, and that situation should be clarified. There was a very
hazardous situation. He thought people could be killed. He jumped in
there as a supervisor of ODOT, showed his badge like people thought that he
was an official to try to save some lives. You can bring Mr. Johnson in
here. I asked that he be brought in here. He knows about the Cafaro case,
he knows about the O'Nesti matter. You didn't allow it.

Mr. Lewis. Grace Kavulic was your former secretary?

Mr. Traficant. Yes, she was.

Mr. Lewis. For 18 years?

Mr. Traficant. Yes, she was.

Mr. Lewis. She was also your secretary in the sheriff's office?

Mr. Traficant. Yes, she was.

Mr. Lewis. Okay. And you say she is not truthful?

Mr. Traficant. I think she is very truthful, but she was very upset
with the hiring of Claire Malusal and very mad at me. I am not going to
get into it.

Mr. Lewis. And Jackie Bobby is your former office manager?

Mr. Traficant. A good friend of mine. I played football with her
husband when we were in grade school.

Mr. Lewis. She worked in the sheriff's --

Mr. Traficant. Highest respect for her. They are both hateful of me
when I hired a third party.

Mr. Lewis. And she worked for you in the sheriff's office before?



Mr. Traficant. Yes. And they have vowed to hurt me.

Mr. Lewis. She is not truthful either?

Mr. Traficant. I'm not saying they are not truthful. But what they
said in Cleveland wasn't truthful. They tried to hurt he.

Mr. Lewis. And George Bucella is not truthful.

Mr. Traficant. George Bucella lied in Cleveland.

Mr. Lewis. And Richard Rovnak wasn't truthful?

Mr. Traficant. Rovnak only did work before he was hired. And he hung
on me like a leech. I got him a job and then he wanted to stay on part
time, and I couldn't keep him on part time.

Mr. Lewis. You stated yesterday that the judge didn't allow to you
put on nine witnesses.

Mr. Traficant. No. The witnesses were voir dired outside of the
presence of the jury and were not allowed to offer that testimony to the
jury.

Mr. Lewis. Isn't it true, in fact, that out of all of the witnesses
that you called, the judge only totally disallowed three.

Mr. Traficant. ©No, that is not true. She allowed some partial
testimony from Terlecky. She allowed some partial testimony from Johnson.

I would have to look at it, sir.

Mr. Lewis. Out of all of the witnesses you called, she only totally -

Mr. Traficant. I don't remember. Show me.

Mr. Lewis. Okay. James Kerchum was not allowed to testify, right?

Mr. Traficant. ©No. He was voir-dired and not allowed to testify.
They let him start to testify then cut him off. They let Colucci start
then cut him off. They only let Manganaro testify about coming out with
that barn falling down, but wouldn't let him talk and Sugar and what Sugar
told him and confided in him, that the FBI pressured him to lie against me.

That is in evidence, his transcript.

Mr. Lewis. But when you said yesterday that nine witnesses were not
allowed to testify, what you meant is nine of them were not allowed to
testify completely as you desired?

Mr. Traficant. ©No. Completely to the facts and factors that they
knew concerning my case. I resent the insinuation and accusation of your
tone.

Mr. Lewis. Isn't it true that only three of your witnesses were not
allowed to testify?

Mr. Traficant. Tell me who they were.

Mr. Lewis. Kerchum, Hudach and Saadey?



Mr. Traficant. That is not true. Linda Kovachik was not allowed to
testify about O'Nesti.

Mr. Lewis. She testified partially?

Mr. Traficant. Yes. Some of them were -- but the main things they
were not allowed to testify to.

Mr. Lewis. Don't you agree that testimony has to be subject to the
rules of evidence?

Mr. Traficant. Yes. And clearly -- no, hear me, if you want to
debate the law. The same hearsay exceptions that allowed Grace Kavulic and
Jackie Bobby applied to Linda Kovachik, but she wasn't allowed to testify.

Mr. Lewis. Read the transcript. You will see the basis for the
judge's rulings.

Mr. Traficant. Yeah. There is a lot of basis for the Jjudge's
rulings. I am not here to discuss that. That is a matter for appeal.

Deal with me with your facts.

Mr. Lewis. Hearsay is inadmissible. And there are 23 exceptions and
your witnesses did fight into one of those exceptions, isn't that true?

Mr. Traficant. Listen. When a brother-in-law tells his
brother-in-law in a state of distress that he is going to lose $15 million
and go to jail for 10 years -- and his brother-in-law is subject to being
sentenced.

Mr. Lewis. And the jury --

Mr. Traficant. And the jury wasn't able to hear that, if that isn't
an exception to the hearsay rule, I don't have to be an attorney to
understand that, sir. I think you read that in that transcript. Why don't
you get on with something that is important here.

Mr. Lewis. Well, finally the last witness that you said yesterday the
judge didn't allow to call, Russell Saadey, isn't it true that he wasn't
allowed to testify because of your actions, not the judge's?

Mr. Traficant. Quite frankly --

Mr. Lewis. Yes or no? Didn't you destroy evidence, and because you
destroyed evidence, the judge said you could not take -- allow him to
testify?

Mr. Traficant. Can I explain that to the committee?
The Chairman. Answer the question.
Mr. Traficant. I can't answer it without explaining it. And I won't.
I taped Russell Saadey, Jr. There was a gag order on a matter of a rape
of a constituent of mine that was conducted in Judge O'Malley's court in
the Northern District. Russell Saadey was present and I taped him. Had I

had released that tape, I would have endangered Russell Saadey. It would



have been exculpatory for me, but it would have hurt him.

Mr. Lewis. You didn't tell that to the judge.

Mr. Traficant. I destroyed the tape. I said I destroy the tape.

Mr. Lewis. But you didn't tell the judge that it would have
endangered Russell Saadey's life, did you?

Mr. Traficant. ©No. That it would endangered him subject to being
sentenced for having a gag order and to having shared it. And my efforts
were on behalf of Russell Saadey. I could have shoved that tape right up
their podium.

Mr. Lewis. But you didn't, you destroyed it.

Mr. Traficant. I destroyed the tape, yes.

Mr. Lewis. But you told this committee yesterday that the judge
didn't allow that witness to testify?

Mr. Traficant. Did not allow the witness to testify before the jury.

Mr. Lewis. And isn't it true, she didn't allow him to testify because
the witness can't testify when prior evidence is not available, and you
were the reason for that?

Mr. Traficant. He could have testified to anything except Speranza.
She had his attorney sitting there next to him. And he took the fifth on
any question outside of the issues of the Traficant matter. She didn't
allow any testimony where Speranza, Agent Speranza threatened me because of
my investigation of the FBI, because of my knowing about the rape and the
compromise of a woman under mental instability to keep custody of her
child, to take advantage of her sexually, which is a felony one, and yes
she didn't allow that.

Mr. Lewis. And 6,400 pages of testimony in front of the judge, you

never mentioned that to her?

Mr. Lewis. I have no further questions, Mr. Chairman.

Mr. Traficant. That wasn't a question. That was a comment.

The Chairman. Indeed it was a comment. We will be --

Mr. Traficant. I ask that it be stricken from the record, and for all

times be flushed down one of the many toilets here in Rayburn.

Mr. Lewis. Did you tell those things to the judge?

Mr. Traficant. I don't know what I told the judge. You would have to
show me the transcript.

Mr. Lewis. Thank you.

The Chairman. We will now go under the 5 minute rule for members of
the panel to ask questions.

Mr. Berman.

Mr. Berman. No questions.



The Chairman. Mrs. Biggert.

Mrs. Biggert. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Mr. Traficant, you talked a bit -- just clarification -- about who
owned the farm. And I understand it was your father.

Mr. Traficant. My father. When he died he gave it to my wife.
Because he knew the government was chasing me and the government was
relentless against me.

Mrs. Biggert. Who runs the farm?

Mr. Traficant. I actually managed and farmed the farm, and did pay
the taxes. And did pay the expenses, for my use of that farm. So I was
technically, if you could, without an agreement, a rental user of the farm
for my activities.

Mrs. Biggert. Was anything on the farm included on your tax returns
or your financial disclosure?

Mr. Traficant. The IRS came down on me and ruled that it was a hobby
and I couldn't write off my losses. So there was never anything in the IRS
reports, because it was always a loss. I did not have racing horses. Did
not raise a lot of money. I think over the years the average amount of
money I got for a horse is maybe about 250, $300, if you are counting the
horses I gave away, because I didn't want to send them to slaughter.

Mrs. Biggert. Who owns the Overhill Road office now?

Mr. Traficant. Quite frankly, Allen Sinclair owns that. I found that
out after I saw the KAS Home Saving and Loans paper where it said on page
2, 1t is not in evidence, if it is not, it will show you that he or his
wife, with or without the consent of either other, could take the rent that
came to it.

So evidently he was the owner. That is, I think, probably the
implication that brought his wife into this and would taken his license
away from his first suspension, which was the genesis of the problems that
I faced with Sinclair.

Mrs. Biggert. Do you know who paid the taxes on it or the insurance?

Mr. Traficant. ©No, I don't. I would assume that after seeing what
looked 1like, and I found out that two sets of papers opened up first in his
name, then opened up with him and his wife's name, then Secretary of State
registration in his wife's name, then making it look like everybody paid
rent to KAS like it was his wife, I would assume that he probably paid the
taxes, or maybe paid it out of that account.

He had five accounts, and a vending cash business to boot, I found
out. Why he had a vending cash business I don't know. But it also was a

little bit strange to me. And we got that the day before my last witness.



Mrs. Biggert. Okay. You said yesterday that Sinclair's ownership of
the building was cleared by the Ethics Committee.

Mr. Traficant. ©No, I didn't say that. I said Sinclair said that. 1In
the 302. A 302 is an FBI report. When they sit down and meet with you,
Congresswoman Biggert, regardless of what the FBI say, they will go back in
that room and write out a report of a 302. That is what was on the 302.

In the FBI's words.

Ms. Biggert. Was he considered senior staff?

Mr. Traficant. ©No, not really. But he was an attorney. And at the
time we were putting together what was called a regional development
authority. And, quite frankly, he did a very good job with that. It was
very extensive in trying to bring in three counties, Mahoning, Trumbull and
Columbiana, to put a quarter percent sales tax together that would raise
$13 million, have a board from the three counties, and the study, I think
that came out of the University of Pittsburgh, said it would generate $40
million and it would be like a local fund where people could come that
needed matching money for a grant or to fix a sewer and struthers or camel.

And he did all of that and earned that pay and was good at it.

If T would have put that out for a contract and our community would
have put it out for contract, we would probably got charged a couple
hundred thousand dollars.

Mrs. Biggert. Well, according to the evidence, Sinclair's salary made
him second highest paid member of your staff.

Mr. Traficant. I think he was what, $50,000? I think my people in
Washington, they averaged a certain amount of money. This is no offense to
anybody. Most of the activity -- I don't know how other members in
Congress do it. But much of the activity is generated from me. I direct
my staff what to do, keep an eye on the Rules Committee, what amendments I
would like to offer. And I -- quite frankly, I wasn't totally satisfied
with some of the staff that I had. Some I was and some I wasn't. Yes, he
was. But, to get an attorney, a decent attorney that $50,000 for full-time
is not a lot of money. I had no attorneys on my staff in Washington.

Mrs. Biggert. Did Sinclair loan you money of $2,500 a month?

Mr. Traficant. No, he did not.

Mrs. Biggert. Do you know what that $2,500 a month was on his -- that
he deducted from his --

Mr. Traficant. I don't know. All I know is the government just
showed one account. I found out the day before the last day that that he
had five accounts, and that $2,500 a month went into the IOLTA account.

Then after I left, there were 22 straight months where there were no $2,500



a month that went to the IOLTA account. This is circumstantial as well.
He very well could have $2,500. Tony is pretty good at writing checks. I
am not getting into that. I didn't get $2,500 a month. And he ended up
and has the damn money.

Now, if he give me $2,500 a month, he wouldn't have had that money.

Mrs. Biggert. Did anyone leave an envelope under your door?

Mr. Traficant. ©No, they did not. ©No matter what they said. And
these personal notes, people drop me personal notes all of the time about a
lot of different things if I wasn't there. And I don't know how fat a
$2,500 cash thing is slipped under a door. But if someone was giving me
the money, why didn't they hand me the money?

Now, I did have -- make loans, there will be a witness here today that
will show that I repaid loans. I only made -- I netted $2,400 a month
during the years I was here in Congress until the last 2 or 3 years with
the pay increases.

The IRS, after my case, took me to civil court and took nearly all of
mny pay.

Mrs. Biggert. Have you any receipts or cancelled checks for the work
that was done on your farm or on your boat? You said yesterday that you
were not a cash-basis kind of person. So do you have receipts, checks for
any loans?

Mr. Traficant. I would have to look at that.

Mrs. Biggert. Were you --

Mr. Traficant. I paid everything by check.

Mrs. Biggert. Did anyone ask you to produce those?
Mr. Traficant. ©Not at all. The government went back 15 years looking
for cash transactions. I have no cash transactions.

Mrs. Biggert. Did they ever ask you for any checks?

Mr. Traficant. ©No. But I am sure they went and checked for them.
They never presented an IRS investigator or FBI investigator either for me
to cross. But George Hooker could testify to that, because I bought a
horse for him 15 years ago and they went back and checked with him. So
evidently they checked every transaction that I had. I am sure the
transactions they found out about were through either horse transactions
that I made or anything else.

Mrs. Biggert. Do you have receipts for the work done on the farm?

Mr. Traficant. ©No. I wrote checks if there were things done at the
farm. For example, Max Gibson built a hunting hut. I paid him by check.
He put a roof on the silo. He testified I paid him by check. The garage

when it was built, Zeller Concrete but in the garage, the concrete. Most



of the work that was done at the farm I did it myself, bought the lumber
and bought the material myself. And it was done by check.

Mrs. Biggert. Thank you. That is all I have, Mr. Chairman.

Mr. Traficant. I am still waiting for someone to show me a cash
transaction.
Mr. Pastor. Several questions. On your boat, it was located here in

Washington, D.C.?

Mr. Traficant. It was located at Gangplank, then I could not afford
to keep it at Gangplank, and I put it down in Anacostia, and I just heard
that the boat is sinking, and the Cafaro people basically ruined my boat by
sinking my boat. Now I should sue them.

Mr. Pastor. You said that you had estimates from a contractor or a
company that you had sought, and they would tell you what value or what
costs you would have in repairing this boat?

Mr. Traficant. I didn't do that.

Mr. Pastor. You didn't do that?

Mr. Traficant. Al Lang did that, had a boat survey done on it. It
was not as is like they weighed what it would be worth. The as-is value by
the people who did the survey of my boat said it was worth between 32 and
38,000 as is. When completed, it be worth between 42 and 48,000. So then
one could reasonably assume that $10,000 worth of work would be necessary
to bring that boat up to that total value that they talked about.

I had nothing to do with that. Also, I found out that Al Lang took a
skipper course.

Mr. Pastor. So when you had, or some of your staff bonded with you
and went down to --

Mr. Traficant. It was one afternoon, Ed.

Mr. Pastor. Talking about one afternoon?

Mr. Traficant. One afternoon. I don't know what time. It could have
been 2 or 3 o'clock. I know it was on a Friday, the House wasn't in
session.

Mr. Pastor. So scraping of the paint only happened in one day, or was

there a period of --

Mr. Traficant. ©No. Quite frankly they drank beer. I think they
scraped a little bit.

Mr. Pastor. Well, the question, was it one day or was there a period
of --

Mr. Traficant. One day.

Mr. Pastor. One day?

Mr. Traficant. One afternoon. I usually travel back after -- I



didn't even remember the event. But, it was no big deal. But I will
accept it, you know.

Mr. Pastor. But we are talking about one day?

Mr. Traficant. ©Not even a day. I would say an afternoon.

Mr. Pastor. An afternoon. Yesterday, you talked about -- you went to
a Rotary meeting. And was it Cafaro?

Mr. Traficant. ©No, Nements. I was at a restaurant, Mr. Pastor,
Congressman. I was having lunch with a friend. And his affidavit is in
there, John Innella. And Mr. Henry Nements, who supposedly built this
$150,000 barn came out of what I thought was a Rotary meeting. He sat
down. He had a conscience. He said, Jim, I feel real bad what is going
on. My attorney told me to just go ahead on. I can't afford to get
indicted. He said so I told them what they wanted to hear.

I said, sit down. And isn't this what happened? 1Isn't this what
happened? 1Isn't this what happened? We went over, John Innella put down
an affidavit of what he said. The next day, I called Henry Nement's
girlfriend, and she admitted on tape that Henry called. And the FBI said
you get your ass up here. Why did you talk with Traficant?

Well, hey, I am my own attorney. If I wanted to I could have called
Nements.

Mr. Pastor. That was not the issue.

Mr. Traficant. But it wasn't even charged against me, Congressman.

Mr. Pastor. I want to get to the book, the cashier's check, $23,000
as I understand.

Mr. Traficant. The boat?

Mr. Pastor. The book.

Mr. Traficant. The book. Okay.

Mr. Pastor. That is where I want to go to.

Mr. Traficant. Mr. Cafaro testified at trial that he sent Richard
Detore in for a check for $26,000. He lied through his teeth, after that
$4 million in securities company was safe, he come in with a book. And I
opened that book up like a bookmarker. There was a $26,000 cashier cheek.
And I says, J.J. you don't want this boat. He said my company might be
able to use this boat, you need the help.

I said, Al Lang -- and Al Lang did show an interest in that boat. I
said he wants to buy the boat. Sell the boat to Al Lang. Call the Ethics
Committee. Check it out. From what I understand, I did not -- wasn't
involved with this. But you should have records, a call was made. Look,
the Congressman is doing business with a company, but one of the guys wants

to buy the boat. If you buy the boat for the fair market value, they



called. The boat balance was 26,000. That is what I was willing to sell
it for.

The survey came out later during the trial that it was worth between
32 and 38. There was no illegal activity with that boat, none whatsoever.

And if they put $26,000 in cash, no one showed me where the $26,000 went
into my boat. They sunk my damn boat.

Mr. Pastor. Was he giving you the book and the check?

Mr. Traficant. Well, he was like handing me a book so no one saw him
bring in a check. I thought it was funny -- took something out of his
pocket or whatever. But, I am telling you what happened. He handed me a
book. I opened the book up. There was a $26,000 plus cashier check, that
was returned.

Mr. Pastor. To purchase the boat?

Mr. Traficant. Yes. Made to me. I don't know if it was to purchase
the boat or not. I said, I don't want this. And he returned the $26,000
check.

The best I can understand. But he said that Detore brought it in.
The key with Detore is there is no credibility with Cafaro at all. This is
the most amazing trial I had ever seen. They needed a patriot and a good
person like Detore. ©Now here is Detore who spent over a half million
dollars, damn it, they are talking about putting ankle bracelets on him to
keep him at home now. And they are going to prosecute him, because he
won't lie. And his attorney said he was pressured to lie in his presence.

And the prosecutor said up there, how could I have pressured anybody,
Your Honor, when their attorneys were always present? Those attorneys are

scared to death of those prosecutors. And Detore's attorney was present

when he was questioned -- pressured.
Mr. Pastor. Just the last question. In your testimony, you talked
about Bucci, things -- letters written on his behalf. And he came to you

unsolicited, I am assuming, to work on the farm. And you mentioned the
road that needed gravel or -- and you wanted to borrow some Jjackhammers.
What actually did Bucci do on the farm?

Mr. Traficant. I would say that Bucci might have done 3 or $4,000
worth of work. This 12,000 --

Mr. Pastor. What did he actually do?

Mr. Traficant. He put a little bit of gravel down, they graded that
one spot where water -- the one barn sits low. And water would run in that
barn and flood it. I asked him, just grade that for me. He spread some
gravel down there after he did it. ©Now, one thing he did that I did not

ask for, his brother lived across the way and had a driveway about 1,800



feet long. And his brother ran basically the paving plant. He is my
friend, Dan. And they paved his driveway.

Well, when I came out the following weekend, I saw about a 40-foot
section of my drive that had blacktop on it. Well, number one, I didn't
want it where it was there, I didn't authorize it to be there. And what I
found out was they had some blacktop left over. And rather than drive 40
minutes back to their plant or have it get hard in their thing, they said,
go ahead and put it in the driveway across the street.

Where they put it I wouldn't have even put it if I would put it there.

Much of the roadwork that was done out there was not done by the Buccis,
any roadwork. They put wells in in there. They came in and cut in for the
gas wells and put rough roads. There was a little bit of gravel in some
tough spots that I even spread myself, and went and picked up and brought
and spread.

So I think they embellished this thing. The bottom line, if you look
at Susan Bucci, who testified about her own brother-in-law, said he is a
liar, that we actually owed Jim money.

And I treated -- I never wanted anybody to do anything for nothing.
And I would trade. Now, Dan would get me some sawdust and they bring
sawdust. But Dan was one of the three owners of that company. And Dan
would come and take some of that sawdust. I would give him some of my
straw when I had straw, because I didn't like to bed on straw, I would
rather bed on the sawdust. So he would come and take some of the sawdust
too. But I baled 25 acres for 5 years of his third cutting alfalfa for him
with my equipment.

I brush-hogged 40 acres of land for over 6 years. She testified too.

No one would even brush hog it the first year because that 40 acres had
about l-inch thick young trees.

And I had a 10-foot heavy-duty brush hog and I brush-hogged it the
first. I never charged them.

Mr. Pastor. Okay, Mr. Chairman.

Mr. Traficant. Look at her affidavit.

The Chairman. Mr. Hulshof.

Mr. Hulshof. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Mr. Traficant, I am going to ask you a question that the judge would
not have allowed at your trial in Cleveland. Do you believe that Allen
Sinclair is an honest man?

Mr. Traficant. I think he is an honest man. And I think he was
subject to losing his law license, wrecking his life, having his wife

involved and he went along with the government's script. And I hold



nothing against him.

Mr. Hulshof. 1In fact, I think in the course of the testimony during
your cross-examination of Mr. Sinclair, you mentioned that he did good
work, that you were satisfied, especially as far as this lawsuit that he
proposed for you. Is that true?

Mr. Traficant. You mean the RDA program?

Mr. Hulshof. Yes, sir.

Mr. Traficant. He did an excellent job. He had really established
the technicalities of state law for the three communities to combine to
create a compact under law. And he did a tremendous amount of work. And
that would cost, if you would have hired an attorney, and if you are an
attorney to put together that type of a project for three counties, I think
it would cost about $150,000.

Mr. Hulshof. Let me follow up on your answer that he was quote,
following the government script. Was Allen Sinclair accurate as he
described to the jury in Cleveland your financial woes?

Mr. Traficant. I don't remember how he described my financial woes.

Mr. Hulshof. On a page of the transcript during the direct
examination of Mr. Sinclair, on page 83, he indicated to the jury in the
criminal matter, which I think you have admitted to us that the Internal
Revenue Service had taxes and penalties and the --

Mr. Traficant. Garnishment. Took all of my money.

Mr. Hulshof. 1In fact, you even mentioned to us the small amount of
money that you had made in investments. And I think that was an exhibit
that you offered.

Mr. Traficant. ©No, that investment I made was about 30 years ago. I
sold all of the stock when it went up, and I kept a couple of shares. I
think I now own about four shares and get about $4 a year off of it.

Mr. Hulshof. My question would be, Mr. Traficant, Mr. Sinclair was
a