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Similarly, although officers of the Humane Society wanted to testify in support of the
PAST Act she worked to prevent that in order to avoid jeopardizing the bill’s chances of
passage.'”

In December 2013, several members of the Performance Show Horse
Association, which is based in Tennessee, sent a letter of complaint to the U.S. House
Committee on Ethics.'® Between them, the signatories to that letter are responsible for
approx1mately fifty violations of the HPA, including numerous brutal examples of horse
soring."”” These individuals use soring tactics to obtain a competltlve advantage at
Tennessee Walking Horse shows. Their use of abusive sormg practices produces an
unnaturally high-stepping gait in their horses and that gait is often rewarded by victories at
horse shows that include large cash prizes.”’ The PSHA members who signed the letter of
complaint thus have a vested financial interest in preventing passage of the PAST Act.

The OCE received a written request for a preliminary review in this matter
signed by at least two members of the OCE Board on January 28, 2014.2' OCE conducted
a preliminary and second-phase investigation that spanned January to April 2014.** During
the OCE investigation, McKenna Long & Aldridge LLP represented Representative
Whitfield. The Congressman’s prior counsel submitted a letter to OCE on his behalf,
which is part of the record in this ongoing investigation.?

The OCE Board referred the matter to the Committee on Ethics on June 10,
2014, and the Committee sent a letter to Representative Whitfield on June 11.2*
Representative Whitfield then retained Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison LLP to

17 Exhibit 19 at 14-2940_0201-02.

'® Letter from Performance Show Horse Association to Representative K. Michael Conaway and
Representative Linda T. Sanchez, Dec. 27, 2013,

1% See, e.g., USDA Citation to Gayle Holcomb, Mar. 30, 2013; available at http://www.aphis.usda.gov/
foia/enforcement_actions/2014/January/HPA/7060s/MS140001-AC_7060_GHolcomb_final 102313.pdf
(describing an APHIS Veterinary Medical Officer finding that a horse that Ms. Holcomb rode to a third-
place finish in a 2013 horse show was scarred and sore); USDA Citation to Mickey McCormick, Aug. 27,
2011, available at http://www.aphis.usda.gov/foia/enforcement_actions/2013/April/HPA/7060s/
TN130308-AC_MMcCormickl_7060_finapp_04242013_Redacted.pdf (finding that Mr. McCormick
entered a horse in a show whose legs tested positive for acetic acid and other substances used in horse
soring). Appendix 5 to this letter lists the HPA violations by the signatories to the PSHA letter (“App.
5_HPA Violations by Signatories to PSHA Letter”).

" % See American Veterinary Medical Association, Soring in Horses, Feb. 15,2012, available at
https://www.avma.org/KB/Resources/FAQs/Pages/Soring-in-Horses.aspx (“Many judges continue to use
judging criteria that encourage soring practices. . . . Events that feature ‘natural’ horses have much lower
monetary rewards than events that . . . feature[] sored horses.”).

2! OCE Report 14-2940, § 9.
2 Id 7 10-11.
% Letter from Stefan C. Passantino to Omar S. Ashmawy, Feb. 21,2014,

* OCE Report § 14; Letter from House Committee on Ethics to Representative W. Edward Whitfield, June
11,2014.
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