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CONFIDENTIAL

Subject to the Nondisclosure Provisions of H. Res. 895 of the 110th Congress as Amended

OFFICE OF CONGRESSIONAL ETHICS
UNITED STATES HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

REPORT

Review No. 13-6123

The Board of the Office of Congressional Ethics (the “Board”), by a vote of no less than four
members, on May 31, 2013, adopted the following report and ordered it to be transmitted to the
Committee on Ethics of the United States House of Representatives.

SUBJECT: Ms. Helen Hardin

NATURE OF THE ALLEGED VIOLATION: Helen Hardin accepted travel expenses for a trip
to Turkey in August 2008 that the American-Turkish Coalition and the Turkish Coalition of
America (“TCA”) co-sponsored. TCA retained a lobbyist. The pre-travel disclosure form that
the co-sponsors filed with the House of Representatives certified that TCA. did not retain a
lobbyist. Ms. Hardin relied on the co-sponsors’ certification that TCA did not retain a lobbyist
and received the travel expenses.

If Ms. Hardin received travel expenses for a multiple-day trip from an entity that retained a
lobbyist, she may have violated House rules.

RECOMMENDATION: The Board recommends that the Committee on Ethics further review
the allegation above because there is a substantial reason to believe that although Ms. Hardin did
not knowingly accept, she nevertheless received, an impermissible gift proscribed by House
rules.

VOTES IN THE AFFIRMATIVE: 4
VOTES IN THE NEGATIVE: 2
ABSTENTIONS: 0

MEMBER OF THE BOARD OR STAFF DESIGNATED TO PRESENT THIS REPORT TO
THE COMMITTEE ON ETHICS: Omar S. Ashmawy, Staff Director and Chief Counsel.
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FINDINGS OF FACT AND CITATIONS TO LAW

Review No. 13-6123
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Subject to the Nondisclosure Provisions of H. Res. 895 of the 110th Congress as Amended

OFFICE OF CONGRESSIONAL ETHICS
UNITED STATES HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

FINDINGS OF FACT AND CITATIONS TO LAW

Review No. 13-6123

On May 31, 2013, the Board of the Office of Congressional Ethics (the “Board”) adopted the
following findings of fact and accompanying citations to law, regulations, rules, and standards of
conduct (in italics).

The Board notes that these findings do not constitute a determination that a violation actually
occurred,

I. INTRODUCTION

1.

The American-Turkish Council (“ATC”) invited Helen Hardin to attend a
congressional staff trip to Turkey in 2008.

ATC provided a pre-travel disclosure form to Ms, Hardin that listed the Turkish
Coalition of America (“TCA”) as a co-sponsor. Despite the fact that TCA retained a
lobbyist, the form certified that the co-sponsors did not retain a lobbyist.

Ms. Hardin attended the trip that was financed by TCA. However, as described in the
Board’s findings below, there is no evidence that Ms. Hardin knew that TCA retained
a lobbyist.

The Board finds that Ms. Hardin relied on the co-sponsors’ pre-travel disclosure form
in good faith.

Nevertheless, pursuant to precedent of the Committee on Ethics, a person’s ignorance
of the true source of travel expenses is not an absolute shield from liability for receipt
of travel expenses from an improper source.

A, Summary of Allegations

Ms. Hardin may have violated House rules by receiving travel expenses for a multiple-
day trip from an entity that retained a lobbyist.

The Board recommends that the Committee on Ethics further review the allegation above
because there is a substantial reason to believe that although Ms. Hardin did not
knowingly accept, she nevertheless received, an impermissible gift proscribed by House
rules.
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8.

10.

11,

12.

13.

B. Jurisdictional Statement

The allegations that are the subject of this review concern Helen Hardin, Senior Policy
Advisor for Representative Chuck Fleishmann. The Resolution the United States House
of Representatives adopted creating the Office of Congressional Ethics (“OCE”) directs
that, “[n]o review shall be undertaken . . . by the board of any alleged violation that
occurred before the date of adoption of this resolution.” The House adopted this
Resolution on March 11, 2008. Because the conduct under review occurred after March
11, 2008, the OCE has jurisdiction in this matter.

C. Procedural History

The OCE received a written request for a preliminary review in this matter signed by at
least two members of the Board on January 25, 2013. The preliminary review
commenced on January 26, 2013.2 The preliminary review was scheduled to end on
February 24, 2013,

At least three members of the Board voted to initiate a second-phase review in this matter
on February 22, 2013, The second-phase review commenced on February 25, 2013,
The second-phase review was scheduled to end on April 10, 2013.

The Board voted to extend the second-phase review for an additional period of fourteen
days on March 22, 2013. The second-phase review ended on April 24, 2013.

The Board voted to refer the matter to the Committee on Ethics and adopted these
findings on May 31, 2013.

This report and findings were transmitted to the Committee on Ethics on June 13, 2013,

'H. Res. 895, 110th Cong. §1(e), as amended (the “Resolution”).

* A preliminary review is “requested” in writing by members of the Board of the OCE. The request for a
preliminary review is “received” by the OCE on a date certain. According to the Resolution, the timeframe for
conducting a preliminary review is thirty days from the date of receipt of the Board’s request.

* According to the Resolution, the Board must vote on whether to conduct a second-phase review in a matter before
the expiration of the thirty-day preliminary review. If the Board votes for a second-phase, the second-phase begins
when the preliminary review ends. The second-phase review does not begin on the date of the Board vote.

4
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14.

D. Summary of Investigative Activity

The OCE requested and received documentary and, in some cases, testimonial
information from the following sources:

(1) Helen Hardin;

(2) ATC President;

(3) ATC Executive Director;

(4) ATC Government Affairs Director;
(5) TCA President;

(6) TCA Vice President;

(7) TCA Attorney;

(8) Former TCA Project Coordinator; and
(9) Former TCA Lobbyist.

II. THE TURKISH COALITION OF AMERICA RETAINED A REGISTERED
LOBBYIST WHEN IT FINANCED THE CONGRESSIONAL STAFF TRIP TO
TURKEY IN 2008

15.

16.

17.

A. Laws, Regulations, Rules, and Standards of Conduct

Pursuant to the House Rule 25, clause 5, an “employee of the House may not knowingly
accept a gift from a registered lobbyist or agent of a foreign principal or from a private
entity that retains or employs registered lobbyists or agents of a foreign principal except
as provided in sub paragraph (3) of this paragraph.”™

“A reimbursement (including payment in kind) to a Member, Delegate, Resident
Commissioner, officer, or employee of the House for transportation, lodging, and related
expenses for travel to a meeting, speaking engagement, factfinding trip, or similar event
in connection with the duties of such individual as an officeholder shall be considered as
a reimbursement to the House and not a gift prohibited by this clause when it is from a
private source other than a registered lobbyist or agent of a foreign principal or a
private entity that retains or employees vegistered lobbyists . . ..

One-Day Event Trip. The sole exception to the general prohibition on accepting
officially-connected travel from a private source that retains or employs lobbyists or
agents of a foreign principal is for trips involving attendance at or participation in one-
day event (exclusive of travel time and an overnight stay).

* House Rule 25, clause 5(a)(1)(AXG1).
? House Rule 25, clause 5(b)(1) (emphasis added).
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Under the rule, it is permissible for a Member or staff person to accept and meals related
to a single night’s lodging and meals related to the trip, if offered by the trip sponsor.
Members and staff must limit their involvement in connection with the event {o a single
calendar day, exclusive of travel time and an overnight stay. A Member or staff person
may therefore attend only a single day of a multiple-day conference, forum, ov other
event that is being hosted primarily for individuals other than congressional invitees.’

18. In the Report of the Committee on Standards of Official Conduct of the Investigation into
Officially Connected Travel of House Members to Attend the Carib News Foundation
Multi-National Business Conferences in 2007 and 2008, the Committee found that
“[b]ecause [the Representative] did not have any knowledge of the true source of
Junding for these two trips, the Subcommittee does not find that he violated any law,
House Rule, regulation, or any other standard of conduct, However, because he received
impermissible gifis proscribed by House Rules, other remedies are necessary. [The
Representative] should return or pay for any gifls or benefits he received that were
impermissible. ™

B. TCA Co-Sponsored a Congressional Staff Trip to Turkey in 2008

19. TCA co-sponsored a congressional staff trip to Turkey from August 2, 2008 to August
10, 2008 (“2008 Turkey Trip”).> TCA “was founded in 2007 as an educational,
charitable organization and works to [f]oster friendship, understanding and cooperation
between the United States and Turkey . . . .”> TCA donated approximately $35,000 to
ATC to finance the 2008 Turkey Trip.*

20, ATC is a trade association “dedicated to effectively strengthening US-Turkish relations
through the promotion of commercial, defense, technology and cultural relations.”"! Its
membership includes “US and Turkish companies, multinationals, nonprofit
organizations and individuals with an interest in US-Turkish relations.”!

21. ATC used TCA’s donation to pay for travel expenses of the congressional staff including
transportation, meals, and lodging. "

® House Ethics Manual (2008) at 92-93 (citing House Rule 25, clause 5(b)(1)(C) (emphasis in original)).
7 Report of the Committee on Standards of Official Conduct of the Investigation into Officially Connected Travel of
House Members to Attend the Carib News Foundation Multi-National Business Conferences in 2007 and 2008, Feb.
25,2010, at 172,
8 Helen Hardin’s Pre and Post Travel Disclosure Forms, amended and original (“Travel Disclosure Forms™) (Exhibit
1 at 13-6123 0002).
? Turkish Coalition of America 2011 Annual Report 2, available at http:/Awww te-
america.org/files/about/TCA Annual Report 2011.pdf.
¥ ATC Invoice for TCA (Exhibit 2 at 13-6123_0024-25); TCA Profit and Loss Detail (Exhibit 3 at 13-6123_0027).
; ATC Mission Statement and Overview, available at, http://www.the-atc.org/data/aboutus/.

Id.
¥ ATC Congressional Staff Trip 2008 Budget (Exhibit 4 at 13-6123 0029-32)

)
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22, A total of thirteen individuals attended the trip: six House staff members; two Senate
staff members; two ATC staff members; one TCA staff member; and two representatives
from ATC membership organizations. '

23. The invitation for the trip that ATC sent to congressional staff stated that the trip was
intended to provide “a unique opportunity for select Congressional Staff to gain personal
insights about Turkey.”"

24. Based on the evidence before the OCE, Ms. Hardin accepted approximately $7,375 in
travel expenses for the 2008 Turkey Trip.'®

C. TCA Retained a Lobbyist

25. TCA retained an outside lobbyist from March 2008 to December 2008."” The lobbyist
worked for his own lobbying firm and filed his lobbyist registration on behalf of TCA on
April 8, 2008 (effective registration date March 1, 2008)."® He filed his report
terminating his lobbying registration for TCA on January 15, 2009 (effective termination
date December 31, 2008)."

26. Former TCA Lobbyist told the OCE that TCA hired him primarily to increase the number
of Members of Congress on the Congressional Turkey Caucus.?® TCA President told the
OCE that Former TCA Lobbyist was hired to educate TCA on how Congress functions
and to provide opinions on legislation.! He also stated that Former TCA Lobbyist
advised him on how to encourage Members of Congress to join the Turkish Caucus.?

" ATC 2008 Congressional Staff Trip to Turkey Briefing Book (Exhibit 5 at 13-6123 0043).

5 Draft Invitation Letter (Exhibit 6 at 13-6123_0118-19).

'® Travel Disclosure Forms (Exhibit 1 at 13-6123_0003),

1: TCA Lobbyist LDA Registration and Termination Reports (Exhibit 7 at 13-6123_0121-24).

510

* Memorandum of Interview of Former TCA Lobbyist, March 13, 2013 (“Former TCA Lobbyist MOI™) (Exhibit 8
at 13-6123 0127).

*! Memorandum of Tnterview of TCA President, March 7, 2013 (“TCA President MOI”) (Exhibit 9 at 13-

6123 0131).

214,
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D. TCA Did Not Disclose that it Retained a Lobbyist

27. Although TCA retained a lobbyist at the time of the 2008 Turkey Trip, the pre-trip
Private Sponsor Travel Certification Form that ATC submitted to House staff members
for filing with the House Committee on Ethics certifies on question 9(b) that “the sponsor
of the t1"1p does not retain or employ a federally registered lobbyist or registered foreign

agent. 2
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28. The Private Sponsor Travel Certification Form was signed by ATC President.?* ATC
President told the OCE that ATC Government Affairs Director prepared the travel

disclosure form and ATC President reviewed and signed it.*’

He said that he thought the

disclosure form was accurate and he did not know Former TCA Tobbyist.*®

= Travel Disclosure Forms (Fxhibit 1 at 13-6123 - 0009),
* Id. at 13-6123_0011.

* Memorandum of Interview of ATC President, March 14, 2013 (Exhibit 14 at 13-6123_0151).

* Jd. 2t 13-6123_0152.
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29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

ATC Government Affairs Director told the OCE that she checked the box on Question
9(b) that indicated that the sponsors did not retain a federally registered lobbyist.>’ She
stated that she likely asked the TCA Vice President whether TCA had a lobbyist.?® She
does not know Former TCA Lobbyist.”’

On the contrary, TCA Vice President told the OCE that no one ever asked her whether
TCA retained a lobbyist, including ATC Director of Government Affairs.*® She also
stated that she was not involved in the preparation of the pre-travel disclosure form and
does not recall ever seeing the document.”'

The OCE asked TCA President, who hired Former TCA Lobbyist, about the Private
Sponsor Certification Form. He told the OCE that at the time of the 2008 Turkey Trip he
never saw the Private Sponsor Travel Disclosure Form and he understood that ATC was
responsible for filing the form and that TCA would be listed as a sponsor.*

The pre-travel disclosure form that Ms. Hardin filed with the House Ethics Committee
asks “Did the trip sponsor answer ‘yes’ to Question 9(b) on The Trip Sponsor from (i.e.,
the travel is being sponsored by an entity that employs a lobbyist)?” Ms. Hardin checked
the “No” box.”

When asked why she answered “No” to the question whether the sponsor retained a
lobbyist, Ms. Hardin told the OCE that she based her answer on TCA’s answer to the
same question on their form.**

Ms. Hardin told the OCE that she did not know Former TCA Lobbyist and had never
heard of him until the OCE’s review.*

Former TCA Lobbyist told the OCE that he did not know Ms. Hardin and does not recall
ever communicating with her.*®

Former TCA Lobbyist was not involved in planning or organizing the 2008 Turkey Trip
and he did not attend the 2008 Turkey Trip.”’

 Former TCA Lobbyist MOI (Exhibit 8 at 13-6123_0127).
37
Id.

" Memorandum of Interview of ATC Government Affairs Director, March 14, 2013 (“ATC Government Affairs
Director MOI”} (Exhibit 10 at 13-6123 0137).

B rd.
® Id.
** Memorandum of Interview of TCA Vice President, April 16,2013 (Exhibit 11 at 13-6123 0140).
L,
* TCA President MOT (Exhibit 9 at 13-6123_0132).

¥ Travel Disclosure Forms (Exhibit 1 at 13-6123_0007).

3‘1’ Memorandum of Interview of Helen Hardin, April 22, 2013 (“Helen Hardin MOI”) (Exhibit 12 at 13-6123 0144).

9
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E. TCA Knew of the Potential House Rule Violation after the Trip

37. TCA knew of the potential House Rule violation after the 2008 Turkey Trip.*®

38. According to TCA President, around November 2008, he learned during a casual
conversation about ethics rules at a reception that TCA could not sponsor congressional
trips if it had a lobbyist.*®

39. TCA President then asked TCA Attorney to research the issue of whether TCA could
sponsor congressional trips,“C TCA President also notified Former TCA Lobbyist of the
issue, which Former TCA Lobbyist had his attorneys research.*

40. In December 2008, TCA Attorney determined that TCA could not retain lobbyists if it
planned to conduct congressional trips.42

41. With respect to the 2008 Turkey Trip, TCA Attorney contacted ATC’s attorney in
January in 2009 and told her that TCA retained a lobbyist at the time that it sponsored the
trip.* They decided to alert the House Ethics Committee of the issue.**

42. TCA Attorney stated that he called the House Ethics Committee on January 27, 2009,
explained the issue with the 2008 Turkey Trip, and asked for advice on how to disclose
and remedy the problem.* He was told that he would receive a call back from the House
Ethics Committee.** When he did not receive a call, he assumed that the House Ethics
Committee contacted ATC directly to resolve the problem.”” ATC Government Affairs
Director stated that she did not have any contacts with the House Committee on Ethics
following the trip.*®

43. TCA President did not notify Ms. Hardin or any of the congressional staff who attended
the 2008 Turkey Trip of the issue concerning the travel expenses.*’

44. Ms, Hardin told the OCE that no one from ATC or TCA ever contacted her following the
trip concerning the issue of TCA’s employment of a lobbyist.™

3 TCA President MOI (Exhibit 9 at 13-6123_0132); Memorandum of Interview of TCA Attorney (“TCA. Attorney
MOT”) (Exhibit 13 at 13-6123_0148).
Zz TCA President MOI (Exhibit 9 at 13-6123_0132),
‘1
2 TCA Attorney MOI (Exhibit 13 at 13-6123_0148).
B,
M 1.
B 1.
 Jd.
“TId.
“ ATC Government Affairs Director MOL (Exhibit 10 at 13-6123_0137),
“ TCA President MOT (Exhibit 9 at 13-6123_0133),
% Helen Hardin MOI (Exhibit 12 at 13-6123_0145).
10
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45.

46,

47.

48,

49,

F. Ms. Hardin’s Knowledge of TCA’s Lobbyist

The OCE did not receive any evidence that Ms, Hardin knew that TCA retained a
lobbyist at the time that she accepted the travel expenses.

Based on the following facts, the Board finds that Ms. Hardin did not knowingly accept
travel expenses from an entity that retained a lobbyist:

a. Ms. Hardin submitted the co-sponsors’ pre-travel disclosure form to the
Committee on Ethics for pre-approval;

b. Ms. Hardin submitted her personal pre-travel disclosure form, which was based
on information that he received from the co-sponsors, to the Committee on Ethics
for pre-approval;

¢. Ms. Hardin provided a complete and accurate statement of all material facts
related to the co-sponsors’ employment of a lobbyist to the extent that it was
known to her at the time; and

d. The Committee on Ethics provided written approval of her acceptance of the
travel expenses.

In many circumstances, the apparent lack of knowledge and good faith reliance on both
the assertions of the private sponsor and the written approval by the Committee on Ethics
would result in no liability on the part of Ms. Hardin. However, under the precedent
established by the Committee on Ethics in certain, limited circumstances, an individual
who relies on approval from the Committee on Ethics in accepting a proscribed gift, may
nevertheless be liable for its receipt.

In this matter, the Board finds that Ms. Hardin acted in good faith reliance on the written
pre-approval that the Committee on Ethics provided. However, she still received travel
expenses from a private entify that retained a lobbyist during the 2008 Turkey Trip. In
similar matters, the Committee on Ethics has found that the receipt of the gift was
impermissible and proscribed by House rules even though an individual may reasonably
have believed otherwise.

Accordingly, the OCE Board finds there is substantial reason to believe that although Ms.
Hardin did not knowingly accept, she nevertheless received, an impermissible gift
proscribed by House rules.

11
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II. CONCLUSION

50. ATC and TCA submitted a pre-Travel disclosure form for the 2008 Turkey Trip to Ms.
Hardin, which did not disclose that TCA retained a lobbyist.

51. The Board finds that Ms. Hardin did not knowingly accept travel expenses from an entity
that retained a lobbyist because:

a. Ms. Hardin submitted the co-sponsors’ pre-travel disclosure form to the
Committee on Ethics for pre-approval,

b. Ms. Hardin submitted her personal pre-travel disclosure form, which was based
on information that he received from the co-sponsors, to the Committee on Ethics
for pre-approval;

¢. Ms. Hardin provided a complete and accurate statement of all material facts
related to the co-sponsors’ employment of a lobbyist to the extent that it was
known to her at the time; and

d. 'The Committee on Ethics provided written approval of her acceptance of the
travel expenses.

52. Based on the above findings, Ms. Hardin acted in good faith reliance and did not know
that TCA retained a lobbyist at the time of the trip. However, the Board recommends that
the Committee on Ethics further review the allegation above because there is a substantial
reason to believe that although Ms. Hardin did not knowingly accept, she nevertheless
received, an impermissible gift proscribed by House rules.

12
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£riS ATIVE RESOURCE CENTER [ Jongina [ L amendment

s SEP 11 PH 2:2h U.S. House of Representatives
. “'i: e -:_m.; 110“1 Cﬂ]’lgl“ess
(DUst DF REPRESENTATVES

UG, HOUSE OF EMPLOYEE

POST-TRAVEL DISCLOSURE FORM

This form ja for disclosing the receipt of wavel expenses from private sowrces for meetings, speaking engagements,

- fact-finding trips or simiilar events in connection with official duties, You need oot disclose government-funded or
political travel on this form, or trave! that s unrelated to official duties. This form does nof sliminate the need to
report all privately-funded travel on the amiusl Financiat Disclosure Statements of those persons reguired 1o file
them. Ja accordance with clause 5 of House Rule 25, complets this form and file # with the Clerk of the House of
Representatives, B-106 Cavnon House Office Building, within 15 days afier travel is completed. The Clerk is to
riake these forins publicly available as soon as possible after thoy are received. Obtain the dollar amounts JSromne the
spansor; {f exact dollar amounts ave unavailuble, provide a good foith estimate.

Name of Employee {print or type): Halen Hardin

Name of Accompanying Family Member (if any):
Relationship to Employee: E] Spouse DChiId D Other (specify)y
Date of Departure and Date of Return;  Avgust2-13

Dates at Peraonal Hxpenge: Avgust 11-13

Ttinerary {zities of departure — destination — return); “Yashington, DG - istanbul -Washington DG

Sponsor(s) {who paid for the trip): Amerigan Turkish Council and Turklsh Coalition of America

Describe meetings and events aitended (attach additional pages if necessary), We met with business,

religious, governmant and non profit organizations. | attended all meatings.

Aftached to this form are EACH of the following (signify “yes” for each item by checking the
correspording box); :
L. O the Private Sponsor Travel Certification Form completed by trip sponsor, including all
attackoments; i
2. 11 the Privately-Sponsored Travel Approval Form completed by the employee; and
3. @ the Committee on Standards’ leiter approving my participation on this trip.

I'veprosent that I participated in ench of the activities reflected i the sponsor’s agenda (signify “yes " by
checking box): B
¥ not, explaim:

WAMP.
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TRAVEL EXPENSES:

et

 Total Trensportation

_Expenses

T
g - -~

1 For employee:

BF7E.

1780,

For accompany'mg

1 family member; |

{dollar amounf)

-éﬁeéiﬂc Nature of Expen- scs
L{&&., taxi, parking, registration fee, etc.)

| For employee:

el e it b

600.

tips, entrance fees, guide fees, service fees, and tax fare

For aceoﬁ']parwing
| family memober;

]
1
e

Il

A T T A 13 s b s Ak o r v ]

s 4 e

I certify that the information conta

Imowledge.

SIGNATURE OF EMPLOYEX:

1 authorized this travel in advance, Thave determined that all of the
end that the travel was in connection with the

SIGNATURE OF SUPERVISING MEMBER:

Varsion date 442007 by Committer on Standards of Official Conuct

'

ineﬁl-"i'ﬁthis orm is trug, complete, and correct to the best of oy

DATE: September 11, 2008

expenses listed above were necessary

employes’s official duties and would not create the
appearance that the employee is using public office for private A,

NAME OF SUPERVISENG MEMBER: R€P. Zach Wamp

o)

DATE: Septemgr 11, 2608
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HAND DELIVERED
originat [ Lamendiment

LOTLATIVE RESOERDE pEMTER
(1.S. House of Representatives
110" Congress

EMPLOYEE
POST-TRAVEL DISCLOSURE ¥ORM

This form is for disclosing the reoeipt of travel expenses from private sources for meetings, speaking engagatients,
fact-finding trips or similar cvents in commection with official dutics. You need not disclose government-finded or
political travel on this form, or fravel that is unrelated to. official dutivs. This form. does not eliminate the need to
teport all privately-fimded fravel on the annual Financial Disclosure Statements of those persons required to file
them. In accordance with clause 5 of House Rule 25, complete this form and file it with the Clerk of the Houge of
Representatives, B-106 Cannon Fouse Office Building, within 15 days after travel s completed. The Clerk is 1o
make these forms publicly available as soon as possible after they are received. Obtain the dollar amownis from the
sponsor; if exact dallar amounts are ungvailable, provide a good fuith estimate.

MIRAUG 22 PH 2: 32

Name of Employee {print or type): Helen Hasdin

Name of Accompanying Family Member (if any):
Relationship to Employee: [:] Spouse E:i Child [:[ Other (speaify):

Date of Depariure and Date of Returp;  A¥gUst 2, 2008 - August 13, 2008

Dates at Personal Expense; August 11-13

Hineraty (pities of departure — destination —retumn); Washington DC- Istanbul - Washington DG

Sponsorfs) (who paid for Ehf:_"l’.rip}: American Turkish Counail and Tur.kmh Coalition of America

Describe meetings and events aftended (atiach additional pages if necessary):  We met with business,

religious, government and non profit organizations. | attended 2l maetings.

Attached o this form are BACH of the following (signify “yes” Jor each item by checking the
corresponding boxy
1 the Private Sponsor Travel Cerfification Form completed by tip sponsor, including all
attachments;

2. the ?riwtelyﬁpmsored Travel Approval Form completed by the employee; and
3. the Committes on Standards’ Tetter approving my participation on this trip.

Prepresent that T participated in each of fhe activities reflected in the sponsor’s agenda (signify “‘yes" by
checking box):
I not, explain:

P,
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TRAVEL EXPENSES:

b Rt et e B g e WSS« e o

i Total Transportation i Total Lodging Expenses | Total Meal Expenses
e oo )| LApEDSEs i L | .
| For employee: 8300.50 1070, \faso
. T . | S [t - .
For accompanying | !
fatily member: B! )
Other Bxpenses Specific Nature of Expenses -
{doliar amount) (£.8., taxi, parking, registration foe, ete))
| For employee: 400 . taxl, entrance fees, security, interpreter
o accw;pmﬁng , L e

T certify that the information contained in this form is true,

knowledge.

SIGNATURE OF EMPLOYEE:

T authorized this travel in advance. Ihave determined that all of the exp
and that the tavel was in cormection with the eroployee’s offici

Dk

complete, and correct to the best of my

dppearance that the employee iz using public office for private gain,

NAME OF SUPERVISING MEMBER: Z@ACh Wamp

TATE: August 20, 2008

enses listed above were necessary
al dutics and would not create the

SIGNATURE OF SUPERVISING MEMBER: ﬁ 'ﬂ"{' é) # 7£
{ ‘

Yerston date 32007 by Committee on Standards af Qfficial Coneduit

DATE: August 21, 2008
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STEPHANIE TUBES JONES, GHID DOC HASTINGS, WASHINGTON

CHAIRWOMAN HANKING HEPLILICAN MEMESR
GENE GREEN, TEXAS , 90 BONNER, ALABAMA
ROYRAL-ALLARD, sla
AL F DOYIE, mﬁsﬁé‘i{’ﬁﬁ ) . feﬁr?mnmm&ﬁw CARGLINA,
WILLIAME D, DELAHUNT, MASSACHUSETTS GNE HUNBRED TENTH COMGRESS ASCHAEL T, BEEAUT . TEXAS
WILLAM ¥, REILLY, . _ .
| oSBT AE QTR U.S. Houge of Repregentatioes  woopomon
COUNSEL 0 THE CHARWORAN REFLELICAN MEMBER
COMMITTEE ON STANDARDS OF SUME T2, THE CABITAL
QOFFCIAL CONDLCT (207 26-1103
Wiashington, BC 20515-6328
July 11, 2008
Ms, Helen Hardin
Gifice of the Honorable Zach Wamp
1436 Longworth House Office Building

Washington, D.C. 20515
Dear Ms, Hardin:

Pursvant fo House Rule XXV, clause 5{d)(2), the Committes on Standards of
Official Conduct hereby approves your proposed iip to Turkey soheduled for August 2 to
13, 2008 sponsored by the Americas-Turkish Council and the Twikish Coslition of
Anerica. We note that this trip includes 2 days at your personal expense.

You nust complete an BEmployee Travel Disclosure Formn (which your employing
Member must also sign) and file it with the Clesk of the House within 15 days afier your
retucn from travel. As part of that filing, you are required to attach a copy of this letter and
the Private Sponsor Travel Ceriification Form, including all atlachments. Vou must also
include a copy of the Traveler Form comploted by you and signed by your employing
Member. I you are required to file an annval Financial Disclosure Statement, youmust also

report all travel expenses totaling more than $335 from a single scurce on Schedule VI of
that statemnent.

Because the trip may involve meetings with foreign government representatives,
wo pote that House employees may accept, inder the Forsign Gifts and Decorations Act,
gifts “of minimal value [enrrently $335] tendered as a souvenir or mark of courtesy” by a’
foreign government. Any tangible gifis valued in excess of $335 received from & foreign
government must, within 60 days of acceplance, be turned over to the Clesk of the Houze
and disclosed on a Form for Disclosing Gifis from Foreign Governments.

I you have any farther questions, please eontact the Committes’s Office of Advice
and Bdueation af extension 5-7103. :

Sincerely,

oc Hastimgs
Ranking Republican Memb

STHDH:Ars
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U.5. House of Representatives :
Comumittee on Staudards of Official Conduct

PRIVATELY SFONSORED TRAVEL: TRAVELER FORM
For Membess, Officers and mplayees
{submit divectly to the Commitiee)

This form should be completed by House Members, officers o employees secking Committes spproval
of privately-sponsored travel or reimbursement for travel under House Rule XXV, clsuse 5. The
completed forme should be subrnitted directly to the Committee by each invited Houss Member, officer or
employae, together with the compileted and signad Private Sponsor Travel Certification Fornt,

for the tp. ﬁmmﬂffﬁsﬁhmwmhmdeamﬂszwpubﬂcimpwﬁm Flease type form. Form
fared any attachonents) may be fuxed to the Copmitiee at @02 Ze8.73%2,

V. Wesse of Mamber, officer or arployes (traveler): _Haten Hardin

nel and Toridsh Con!

2. Sponsor(s) (who will be paying for the teip): American Turkish Co

3. Tiavel desthnation{sy. Turkey

4. o Dates of tavel: Auguss 243 o0}

b. wmbcmmmwpa:mpemaim? EiYes [INo
I yes, dates t persona! expense; August11-13 sleof

5. & Namsof stvompanying funily member {ifany): none .
b. Relationship to Member/Officer: [ Spouse EL_Child _f3 Other {specify):

6 = ﬁidmeﬁpmmwmnw“yes”mmﬁm%)mme%ipﬁ onsor form (e, the travel ig
being sponsored byas:cmﬂytha:empfoysaiabbﬁstj? EIves E Ho
B, H'yes, check ons of the following: .
(1) Approvel for one-night’s lodging and neals isheing tequested: [lop
(2) Approval for two-nights” lodging and mesls is being requested: L]
IEMZY" iz ohecked, explain why the seoond night is wasrsnied: _

7. Private Spousor Travel Certification Form is attached, including agends, invites list, and any other
antachments (imdfeare thay  for i attached by checking box): 18]
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8. Bxplaia why participation in the trip is conneted to your official or representational duties:
| handie international alfalrs, human rights and Middle East issues for the Congressman.

We have a large Turkish company In our district that employs many of our constituents,

Signature:

Wame of Signstory (if other thax traveler):

For stadl, name of employing Menber/Clommittes; Rep. Zach Wamp
- Office addvess:. 1436longworth. oo
Phore number: ST
Breit address: [ enatnoussgoy

NOTE: You must complote the contact information fields above, as Committes staff may need
comtact you if edditjonst information is required,

FOR STARE:
TO BE COMPLETED BY YOUR EMPLOYING MEMBER:

1 hegeby authorize the individual newed above, an employee of the U.8, House of Representatives whe
works under my direct supervigion, 0 aocept expenses for the tip desoribed in this request. 1 have
deterroined that fhe shove-deseribed travel Iz in conneetion with my employee’s officlal duties and that
soceptance of these expenses will not create the appearance that the employes is using public office for
private gain.

I there are any questions regarding this form please contact the Commlttes:

Commities ot Standards of Official Condaet
1.8, House of Representatives

-2, The Capitol

Washington, DC 20515

{202) 225-7103 (phone)

(202) 2257392 ffax}

Verslon date 92007 by Commitees on Stundardy of Gfelal Canduet
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U.S. House of Representatives
Committee on Standards of Official Conduet

PRIVATE SPONSOR TRAVEL CERTIFICATION FORM
{provide directly fo ench House invitee)

Thiz form should be corapleted by private entities offering to provide travel or reimbrsement for travel to House
Maormhers, officers or employees under House Rule XXV, olause 5. A complotad copy of the form {and any
altachnnnis) should be provided fo each fnvited House Mergher, officer or emiployee, who will then forward it to the
Commyttes, The trip sponsor should NOT subrait the form directly to the Commiites,

Private spansors are urged to sulmmit this form to each House invitee at Jeast 30 days before travel is scheduled to
begin. The failure to provide the Committee with adequate tine to review the form and attschments may result in
the invitee net receiving approval for the trip. The submission of an incomplels foron will dalay the review pracess.
Before completing this form, sponsors are vrged to carefilly review the Cormmittee's privata travel guidelines and
advisory memoranda detailing the rules and restrictions for private fravel, as well as the instouctions for cormpleting
this forme. Sponsoss should call the Coromittes with sny questions prioe to subimitting the form. Plaase type form.

e i ish Coali ,
1. Sponsor(s) (who will be paying for the trip): Amarlcan-Turkish Council and the Turkish Coalition of America

2. T vepresent that the tip will not be financed (in whole or i parf) by a federally-regiatored lobbyist or 2
registered foreign agent (signify “yes” by checking box): 1 .

3. Rrepresent that the trip sponsor(s) has net accepted from any other source finds eanmarked directly or fndirectly
to finance any sspect of the trip (signify “yes " by checking box):

4. Istavel being offered to an acoompanying family mersber of the House invitee()? [ Yes 1 No

3. Provide names md titles of ALL House invitees; for each invites, provide explanation of why the individual
was fnvited (include adifitions] pages if necessary): P0dse see the atlached document

6. Dutes of fravel: Hepart Washington, Sulles Airport an August 2 and return 10 Augustf 2008

9, Cities of departurs — destination - refuc: Washington, D.C. 10 Istanbul and return. I addition the group Wil
traval {0 twe other clilea within Turkey, Ankara and Patara,

8. Adftached is a detailed agends of the activities taking place during the travel (ie., m howly description of
plasried activities) (signify "ves” by checking box):

¥, 1ropresent that (check one of the following):
&. "The sponsor of the wip is an ingiitution of higher education within fhe meaning of section 101 of the Higher
Hducstion Actof 1963 (Jor _
b. The spensor of the trip does not retain or exploy a federslly registored lobbyist or registered foreign agent
1
c. The tip is for attendancs at & onc-day event and lobbyist involvement in plasning, otganizing, requesting, or
artanging the tip was de minimis vnder the Cormittes’s iravel regulations, (3

H). Iftravol is for participation ju 2 one-day event (fe., il you checked Question 9(c)), check one of the Bollowing:
2, One-night's ledging and meals ave being offered: (J or
b. Two-nights’ Todging and rmeals are being effered: [
I£*0" is checked, explain why the second night is warranted:
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11, £ the #rip {s not sponsored by an institution of higher education, I reprugent that » federally-registarsd lobbyist
or forelyn agent will not accompany House Members or employees on any segment of the trip (slgnify “yas" by
checking box):

12, Privaic sponsors raust bave a divect and immediste relalionship to the purpase of the tip or Jocation being
visited. Describe the yole of each sponsar in organizing snd condecting the trip:

Please ses the aifached document

13. Describe each sponsor’s organizational intsrest in the purpose of the trip:
Flease ses the afiached document

14. Desctibe the type and class of the transportation being provided. Tndicate whather cosch, business-class or
fitst-class transportation will be provided. I addition, for travel via ajtctaft, plonse indicate if teavel is being
offered on a commercial Right, chartered flight or o an sireraft operated or paid for by & sairior not licensed by
the Federal Aviation Administration to operate for compensstion or hire (e, a private alrerafl), ¥ firse-olass
{are is being provided, or if travel is via chartered or private sireraft, plaase provide au explanetion describing
why such travel I wartanted:

Each parlicipant is fravelling coach class an a commercial airline.

15. X represent that the expenditures rolated o tocal area travel duting the ttip will be unrelaed o personal or
secreational activities of the fnvitee(s). (rignifs “yes " by ehecking boxy: W

16. 1 sepresent that either (check one of the followingy:

2. The trip involves an event that is arranged or organized without regard to congressional patticipation snd that
menls provided fo congressional participants are similar to those provided to or purchased by other event
stiendees: £F or

b, The tip involves events ihat see amauged of organized specifically with regard to congressional participation
f e
I is checked, detail the cost pur duy of meals {approximute cost may be provided):

F7. Reasom for selecting the location of fie event oc ip:
Ploass see the altached dosument

18, Name of hiotel or other lodging facility: Please ses affached document

19. Cost por might of hotsl or other lodging facility (approxinmte cost may be provided):
Approximate cost per night at aach of the hotels is $250 + tax

20. Resson(s) for selecting hotel or other lodging facility:
Fleasa sey the attached document
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Total Transportation | Totnl Lodging Expenses | Total Meal Brpenses pord]
i Puood foith eotimates | Eapenses per Participant | por Participant Porticipant
# Pou cacl Maombar,
i Officex, or employes $3.300.50 $1970,00 $a50.00

For each secompanying

{dollar ammount)

i Officer, ot employse {$400.00 Taw faro, entrance foa, sacurity, nterprater foes, sio. ;

#
H

22, Trepresent that vefmbursement for missellansous travel expenses for the tdp, such as teavs] o and from airparts,
security oosts, intexpreter foos, visa application foes, and similar expenses, will bo for actual costs inourred and

are necessary for the purposs of the tap (signlfyy “Yres* By checking box):
23. Peertify that the information contalned ie this form is true, complete, and comrect to the best of my knowledgs.

Signature: '

Mo sad iitie/j James M, Holmss

Orgonization:  American-Tuskish Counoll

Adidregs: 11T 14th Streat MV, Suite 1060, Washington, D.C. 20005

Telephore nutrher: 202763

Vi nubeg: 202763 0514
il Address: RGtwe-ate.arg

The Committee staif may contact the above individual above if sdditions} infurmation e required,

If there ave any questions regarding this form pleass contact the Committes st tho follawing addrens:

Conmittes on Standards of Official Conduot
11.8, Houss of Reprosentatives

HT-2, The Capitol

Washingion, DC 20513

{2073 2257103 {phone)

{202) 225-7393 (zoneral fax)

(202) 226-7172 (fax for travel approvals)

Ferston date /2007 by Conmlites an Standands of Official Conduet
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ATC-TCF Congressional Staff Trip to Turkey 2-10 August, 2008 Program & Detalls

American-Turkish Council Congressional Staff Visit to Turkey

Objectives for Congressional Staffers
L ]

Promote and enhance the U.S.-Turkey refationship.

Engage in dialogue with Senior Turkish government officials, U.S. Ebassy
representatives, NGOs, and Turkish business executives.

Experience the heritage, landscape and averall cultural richness of Turkey.

Observe first-hand the workings of the Turkish business community and government.
Understand the political, cultural and social dynamics of Turkey and its region.

Gain valuable information and insight from the Turkish med'a.

lew of Potential Briefing T

> Strengths and weaknesses of Turkey's current economic and political
situation.
> International issues central to Turkish foreign relations
o The war in Iraq and Afghanistan and implications for the
surpounding regton
Turkey/Iran relations
Turkey's ELl accesslon process
Turkey's role in NATO and with its neighbors
Caucasus, Including Turkey/Armenian relations.
U.8.-Turkey cooperation against terrorism in the region.
Turkey's role i the rebuflding of Afghanistan and Irag,
Cyprus and the continued isolation of Turkish Cypriots
> Areas of economic and political bilateral relations between the U.S. and
Turkey

a & B

GO0 OoOCCO0o0

Defense and Security Affairs
Construction and Energy Seculty
Foreign Direct Investment
Phamaceuticals
Agribusiness and Feod Industries
Banking and Finance
Health
Information Technology and Telecommunications
Turkish Export Market

o BiHateral Trade Promotion
> Turidsh Government Issues

o Constitutional Court Case

o Secularism versus democracy

o Management of Kurdish issues

DN 00009

stings with Turkish Government Officials
~ Undersecretaty of the Minlstry of Forelgn Affairs & Other Officials of the Ministry
Defense procurement issues with Undersecretary for National Defense (55M)
Locat and Municipal Government Leaders
Parliamentarians

* e e &
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ATC-TCF Congressional Staff Trip to Turkey 2-10 August, 2008 Program & Details

Names and titles of each invitee and the reason for their selection {question 5 on
boti Sanate and House form):

House:

Mr. Lawrence J. Halloran
Minority Staff Director
House Committee on Oversight

Ms. Helen Hardin
Chief of Staff
Office of Representative Zach Wamp ((R-37 TH)

Mr. Kenneth Kraft
Deputy Chief of Staff and Appropriations Counsel
Office of Representative David L. Hobson (R-7" OH)

Mr. Sean O'Brien
Legistative Director
Office of Representative Heath Shuler (D-11% NC)

© Mr. Walter Gozales
Senior Policy Advisor
Office of Representative Dutch Ruppersberger (D-2°¢ Mb)

Senate;

Mr. Paul Kong
Legislative Direcior
Qffice of Senator Chuck Hagel (R-NE)

Mr. Garrett Fucalitio
Deputy Foreign Policy Legislative Assistant
Office of Senator Joseph Lieberman (Independent-CT)

Invitext staffers are selected according o one or several of the following:

» Staffers from the Congressional offices of the members of The Caucus on U.S.-Turkish
Relations and Turkish Americans

« Offices of Representatives and Senators who Tollow issues with regards to Turkey and
the region and let ug know of their interest

¢ Names of interested parties are given o us by aur membership
Word-of-mouth recommendations from past trip participants from the House and Senate
A balanced group of both Democratic and Republican offices are given oppaortunifies to
send Staff members on these trips

18]

13-6123_0013



ATC-TCF Congressional Staff Trip to Turkey 2-10 August, 2008 Program & Details

Description of each Sponsor organizing the trip and their interest in the purpose of
the trip (questions 12 and 13 on both Senate and House forms):

American-Turkish Council each year selects group of Congressional Staffers who are invited to
visit Turkey. This Is an educational trip that combines meetings with top-level Government of
Turkey and parllamentarians, U.S. Embassy and Consulate officials, NGOs, and opportunities to
visit some of the cutstanding historical and cultural sights of the country. This trp also gives ATC
an opportunity te show the achievements of Member US companies within Turkey such as power
plants, factories, healthcare and educationa! facilities, joint ventures and other businesses. This
Is the eleventh year that the ATC is organizing this trip.

American-Turkish Council: (4 non-profit organization, Is exempt from federal income taxation
under Section 501 @6 of the Internal Revenue Code, Dues, contributions, or gifts to ATC are not
tax deductible as charitable contributions. However, they may be tax deductitle as ordinary and
necassaty business expenses to the extent such contributions are not applied for the purposes of
Influencing legislation as that term is defined under the Internal Revenue Code, J

As one of the leading business associations in the United States, Amerlcan Turkish Council (ATC)
is dedicated to strengthening US-Turkish relations through the promotion of commerclal,
defense, technology and cultural relations. Its diverse membership Includes Fortune 500, US and
Turkish companies, muitinationals, nonprofit organizations and individuals with an interest In Us-
Turkish refations. Guided by member interests, ATC strives to enhance the yrowing ties between
the US and Turkey by Initiating and facilitating efforts to increase Investment and trade between
the two countries,

GOALS OF AMERICAN TURKISH COUNCIL

« To help resolve problems and disputes that affect US-Turkish commercial, defense and cultural
ralations,

» Ta ancourage trade and Investment: batween the United States and Turkey,

= To educate the public and private secfors on the impartance of the strategic alliance between
the United States and Turkey. :

* To increase the understanding and appreciation of the history, culture and traditions of the
Uriited States and Turkay,

* To proimote awarenass of US-Turkish issues. To facilitate diglogue between the government
agencies of both Turkey and the United States arid the private sector,

Turkish Coalition of Amertica:

The Turkish Coatition of America (TCA) is an educational, chatitable organization incorporated in
February 2007. Based in Washington, D,C. , TCA’s objectives are to:

»  FEducate the general public about Turkey and Turkish Amnericans and voice their oplnion
on critical issues to interested parties,

+ Engage and cultivate a new generation of young politically activeTurkish American
leadars,
Promote and advance the interests of the Turkish American community and Turks.
Foster friendship, understanding and Cocperation between the United States and Turkey.,

o Protect the character and enswre a realigtic portrayal of Turkey and Turkish Ameticans in
the media and the arts,

= Serva as a think tank of expertise and a dearinghouse of information on Turkey and
Americans of Turkish descent.
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ATC-TCF Congressional Staff Trip to Turkey 2-10 August, 2008 Program & Details

« Identify and recognize the achievements of Turkish Americans in academia, arts,
business, education, government, public service and science,

In carrying out its rmission, TCA s committed to bullding coalitions and working with all Fke
minded arganizations, based on shared values and goals, at local, state and national levels
through the sponsorship and organization of

+  Educational programs on Turkish American issues, Turkish herftage and Turkey.

«  Civic consciousness seminars on issues affecting Turkish Americans and the impoitance
for Turkish Americans belng involved in the political process.

+  Scholarships and Internship programs for Turkish Americans interested in political
science, public administration and communication.

«  Dissemination of news about the activities and achievements of Turkish Americans anid
the Turkish American perspective oni critical issues,
Educational and cultural tours of Turkey and the United States.
Sigter dity refationships between Turkish and American cities.

Reason for selecting the location of the trip (Question 17 on House form and 18 on
Senate form):

Every year the trip encompasses the capital city of Ankara where mestings with the Governement
and Military officials are conducted, and Istanbul for the NGO and business communities. In
order to give Staff members opportunity to see some of the vast diversity and cultural richness of
Turkey and the delegation visits a third location In the country. This year we've chosen the
antique city of Patara, which bas a unique historical relationship to the United States and is
important for modern Turkey for its environmental activism and as a region rich in agriculture
and land development,

Name of hotel or other lodging facility (Question 18 on the House and 12 on the
Senate form)

Whenever possible ATC uses facilities owned or operated by ATC's members, as is the case with
the Hyatt Hotel in Istanbul, 1t is the aim of ATC and TCA to make sure that the visitors retun
home with positive impressions. Proper and affordable lodging within the Himits set by the USG's
per diem standards, creates a positive impression,
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ATC-TCF Congressional Staff Trip to Turkey 2-10 August, 2008 Program & Details

ATC/TCA CONGRESSIONAL STAFF TRIP DAILY PROGRAM

{2-10 AUGUST, 2008)

Saturday August 2, 2008
17:23 Depart Dulles for Frankfurt on LH 90%1
Sunday August 3, 2008
07:10 Arrive in Frankfurt
09:15 Depart Frankfurt for Istanbul on LY 3340
13:00 Arrive In Istenbul
13:30 Depart Istanbul Alrport for Kariye Museum
14:30 ~ 15:30 Arrive at and visit the Kariye Museum
15:30 Depart Karlye for Suleymaniye Mosque
15:45 - 16:30 Tour of the Suleymaniye Mosque
15:15 Depart Suleymaniye for the Hotel
1600 Check into the Hotel
19:00 Depatt Hotel for Diriner
19:30 Dinner at Nisartasi with ATC members and tepresentatives of the

Business Comimunity
ISTANBUL:

A city that straddles both Europe and Asia, Istanbul, for nearly two millenia has been a
symbol of greatness, coveted by empire bullders from Xerxas through the Entente States during
World War I, and the Soviet Unlon, which Insisted after World War T on free passage through the
Bosphorus Straits, Today, a decades old diplomatic compromise assures forelgh commerce free
passage as hundreds of ships each day, sometimes oversized and hazardous, stream up and
down this epic watehway.

The traditions inherited from 2,500 years of history are most evident in the Old City,
known as Oid Stamboul or Sultanahmet. A stroll through this historic peninsula will ceveal
ancient Roman hippodromes, peristyles, and aqueducts, the greatest excesses of the Byzaniine
Empire, the mystique and power of the Ottoman Empire, and the dublous sales tacticy ueed by
the city's self-made enfrepreneurs. As a religious center (heart of the Greek Orthodox Church ag
well as the Islamic faith for centuries), Istanbul is the custodian of one of the wotld's most
Important cuftural heritages and home to some of the world's most opulent displays of art and
wealth, Early Greek chvillzation left us the building blocks for Rome and Byzantium, which
swathed these earlier foundations In rich mosaics and left its mark in monuments such as the
Hippodrome and Ayasofya. Even Fatih Mehmet IT was astounded at the beauty of the city he
finally conquered. The Ottoman dynasty redirected the city's fortunes. into the imperial majesty
of undulating domes and commanding minarets, the Incomparable Blue Mosque and the
sumptucusness of Topkapt Palace.

Across the Golden Horst Is the modern heart of the city, heir to the future of the country,
vibrant with all the electricity of a cutting-edge intermnational metropolis. Although the political
capital sits safely in the heartland, this part of Istanbul prajects itseff into the world as Turkey's
commercial capital and ambessador of art, entertainment, music, and education. Tstanbul is 5o
exotic, wonderful, complex, and utterty monumental, that once seen, it's Impossible to broak free
from its spell
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Monday August 4, 2008

08:15 Depart Hotet for Brealfast with TCA & TCF

0830 Arrive at the Tukish Coalition of America and Turkish Cultural
Foundation Offices

08:45 - 08:45 Breakfast briefing with TCF & TCA Chairman & Officers

10:68 — 11:00 Meeating with NGO's

140 Depart Meeting for Leaders of the minority community at Zeyrekhane

11:30 - 13:30 - Meeting with Leaders of the Jewish, Greek & Armenian Communities &
tunch '

MINORITY COMMUNITIES IN TURKEY:

The Empire of the Occident had andent Rome as the capial, while the Eastarn Roman
Empire, kept Constantinople as its capital. Western Rome did not survive this partition for & long
time and the barbarians (Francs, Guoths, Lombardic, Norman) used the weskness of the
Westerners, to invade all teritory and to enter Rome in 476. Roman Empire limited ftsedf to fts
Eastern part, including the territories of the south of the Balkans, Southern Italy and Siclly, the
north of Aftica including Tripolitaine, the Near East with Syria and Mésopotamia, In spite of the
wars of succession, collapses of small regional States, the plagues, Eastern Roman Empire
remained intact until 1453, the date when the Ottornans invaded Constantinople and put an end
to the empire of the millennium. Whern Constantine moved the capital, he #lso deported a part of
the population of Rome. The Latin language prevailed In the administration, in the court and in
the middle classes, while Greek was spoken by the majortty population of the city, the Balkans
and Asfa Minor. The capital had the name of New-Rome, in the course of the centuries, the Latin
language disappeared replaced by Greek and the city was named Constantinople, after g
founder, Constantine. Empire was multi-ethnic, just as the capital, but the Greek fariguage
remained as the only administrative language used by almost alf the population until 1453,

Constantinople remained as the capitat of powerful Cttoman Empire untl the formation
of the Republic of Turkey in 1923, The population of the Empire did not change radically, and the
Greek language was still widely spread beside Stavic and Turkish. Islarm had made its appearance
at the end of the Xith century, but Christianity held on strong untll the territories of Qttoman
Emplre from the Arabr countries of North Africa to the East of the Caucuses began converting to
Islam. Multh-ethnicity and multi-religions were therefore two main characteristics of the Empire,
from its creation and till its end In 1923, To manage this cosmopolitan population, Sultan Mehmet.
I gave siatutes fo four main nations of his empire. These statutes, which had only religious
hases, envisaged a broad autenomy in the administration of communities. The Muslirs fell
directly under the authority of the sultan, himself admitted by the nHift (religious authotity),
who also had the possibility of displacing the sultan; the Orthodox Christians had a leader and
representative of the community, the Greek Patriarch who assémbled in the Fener (Phanar)
district of Constantinople; the Gregorlan Christians had their own patriarchy, first established in
the district of Samatya, then in Kumkapi, Finally, all Jews were under the authority of the Big
Ottornan Rabbinate, which assembled in the district of Batat, Every pommunity kept its
institutions and s particular language: Turkish - Gtioman for the Muslims, Greek for the
Orthadoxes, Armenian for the Gregorian, and Judaeo-Spanish for the Jews (also known as
Lading}, from 1492 onwards, Later, other "nations" were admitted by the Ottoman State, The
Ottoman system of "nations”, aliowed the Romans fo keep Greek language and orthodox
Christian religion. It is noted by historian today that i it had not heen for this particular system,
the Greek language would have the same fate as that of Latin, and would have disappeared.
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In 1829-30, the Pelopennese declared independence, which later became the Kingdom of
Greace, Always supported by Russia and the Balkan States, this small kingdam several times
went to war against the Oltoman Empire which, under threats of the foreign powers, left large
territorles between 1876 and 1912 (Thessalie, Epire of the South, Macedonia, Westermn Thrace
and Crete), However, the last Greek offensive against the Empire was a disaster, Indeed, after
Ottoman defeat in the confiict of 1914-18, the imperialist armies (England, France, Ttaly)
occupied all of the Ottoman teritories, with the aim of distributing it among themselves. Greece,
with the downstream part of Great: Britain, had annexed the oriental Thrace to Silivri (to 40 km of
the capital), but especially the dty of Smyme (lzmir) and the neighbouring  provinces.
Encouraged by the orthodox populations of the region, the Greek army attacked the rest of the
Asia Minor and fought with the Turkish revolutionary army. Defeat was disasterous for the
Greeks, who were deriven out of Tzmir by the Turks. In 1922 Greece signed the capitulation and
In 1923, Greece and the Turkish Republic signed the Treaty of Lausanne, which datermined the
bordars of the new Turkish State and Greece. This was followed hy an exchangs of populations.
The Greeks of Muslim origin let Greace, while Greek population of Anatolia and Thrace returned
1o Greece. This exchange of population between both countries, displaced a tal of two million
Greeks, with millions of Muslims of the Caucasus and the Balkans, who took refuge in the new
Turkish Republic. Since 1923, the Greeks of Turkish nationality together with the other minorities
living In Turkey, benefit from a specific status, which allows them to keep their culture, language,
schools, and religiovs Institutions. This status admitted by the Treaty of Lausanne, is based on
the Ottoman system of "natlons”,

Throughout history, hundreds, thousands, millians of people lived in Anatolia, the present
day Turkey, AL times, their existence was marked by battles, and at others, peace reighed. The
Armenians were among the inhabitants of this rich and vast area, which over the centuries was
ruled by the Persians, Macedonians, Seljuks, Romans, Byzantines and Arabs. When the Tuerks
gained sovereignty over Anatolia, in 1071, fighting gradually diminished and Byzantine
persecution left its place to the just, tolerant, humanitarian and unifying beliefs and traditions of
the Seljuks. Sultan Mehmed the Congueror, who put an end to Byzantine rile In 1453, allowed
the foundation of the Armenian Patriarchate, an unprecedented move for the Armenians to whom
he granted freedom of consclence and faith. The transformation of the Armenian Episcopate In
Western Anatolia to the Istanbul Patriarchate, following & decrae he issued in 1461, is clear
evidence of the vision and tolerance displayed by Mehmed and of the subsequent Qttoman
Sultans toward other faiths,

As a matter oF fact, the present day Armenian Patriarch Mesrob IT was quoated by
saylng: " We can duly grasp the significance of tolerance between different refigions and culiures,
as well as the valye of this incidant dating back to 538 years, by taking into sccount the tensions
witnessed throughout the world on the threshold of 4 new millennium, the ongoing wars beyond
our borders In patticular,”

Following the relgn of Sultan Mehmed the Congueror, Turco-Armenian relations
continued excellently until the end of the 19th century. In fact, Armenlang were by far, the
greatest heneficaries of the opportunities offered by the Ottoman Empire to all industrious,
efficent, honest and productive subjects of the non-mustim communities, Being exempted from
the military service and to & great extent from taxation, the Armenlans had the opportunity to
make headway in trade, agriculture, craftsmianship and administration, and by reason of their
loyalty to the Empire, as well as thelr ability to intermingle with other subjects, they had duly
attained the titde of loyal people’

Today the Armienfans continue to enjoy the “nations” status given to all the minorities

during the Ottoman Efpire. They are the largest Christian minority, over than 100,000, living in
present day Turkey,
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Of the 25,000 Jews living in Turkey, 22,000 of them reside In Istanbul. Most of them are
ancestors of those expelied from Spaln in 1492, and offered a safe haven by the Sultan Mehmet.
Although they are Orthodox Jews, thelr practices are a bit different. They do not belong to a
synagogue - only to the Jewish community. Overall, there are seventeen synagogues in Istanbul
and most of them are still active. The most important of these are the Neve Salom Synagogue,
the Askenazi Synagogue, the Ahrida (Ohrida) Synagoue, the Sisli and Ortakoy Syriagogues. Jews
are active in every aspect of Turkish fife: education, politics, media, financing, the arts, and trade
and commerce.

13:45 Depart Zeyrekhane for Sultanahmet

14:30 ~ 37:30 Visit to the Historical sites in Sultanahmet including the Topkap! Palace,
Hagia Saphia, Museum of Islamic Art & Archeology

1730 Depart for the Hotel

19:00 Depart Hotal for the Kabatas Dock

19430 ~ 22:00 Board boat at Kabatas for dinner with the Business community In
Istanbul

22:00 Arrive at Kabatas Dock and depart for Hotel

Tuesday August 5, 2008

07:30 Check out from Hotel and depart for the US Consulate General

000 - 4900 Breakfast Meeting with the US Consul General and Officers of the
Consulate

08158 Depart Consulate for Bosphorus Straits Traffic Control HO

G845 - 11200 Briefing and visit at the BSTC HQ

1110 Depart BSTC HQ for luncheon meeting with TUSKON Board and
members at thefr HQ

11:45 - 15150 Meeting & funch at TUSKON (Canfederstion of Businessmen &
Industrialist) at their Sisli HQ

13:30 Depart TUSKON for the Alrport

14:00 Arrive at Istanbul Ataturk Airport

18:00 Depart Istanbul for Ankara on 1K 128

16:00 i Arrive at Ankara Esenboga Alrport

ANKARA:

Ankara lies teep within the heartland, protected and insulated from uninvited guests,
Atatlrk chose Ankara as the pofitical capital for his new republic. While Tstanbul was the seat of
an imperial and dissolute empire, he saw Ankara as the clean-slate capital of an entirely new
Turkish state. In the 80 years since Atatirk rode In on a dirt road and literally lited Ankara out
of the ashes, the dity has established Rtself as the political and cultural center of Turkey.

Ankara is almost exclusively geared toward sustalning all elements of the national
govemment, a wide-ranging population of foreign ambassadors, visiting dignitaries, local
politicians, and politically minded business enterprises. It also boasts a number of prastigious
universities and technical colleges, as well as the largest library in the country.

Ankara 18 @ center for opera, ballet, Jazz, and modemn dance, and is home of the
Presidential Symphony Orchesira, the State Theatre, and the State Opera and Ballet. Ankara has
transformed from the quiet center of the Turkish Republic to a ¢ity of more than three million and
a hub of non-stop activity. The city is hubbling over with new construction, chic restaurants,
cozy cafés, and dazzling nightiife.

16:30 Depart Ankara Airport for Hotel

17:30 Check in to the Hotel

1930 Depart: Hotel for Kale Washington Restaurant

20:00 — 22:00 Briefing and Dinner with TABA (Turkish-American Business Association)
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and the Press at Kale Washington

Wednesday August 6, 2008
Q745 Breakfast at. Hotel
08:45 Depart Hotel for Anitkabir

ATATURK'S MAUSOLEUM — ANYTKABIR

I an imposing position in the Anlttepe quarter of the city stands the Mausoleum of
Mustafa Kemal Atatiivk, founder of the Turkish Republic, Completed in 1953, it represents the
fusion of andient and modern architectural ideas and was at its building considered the hest of
modern Turkish architecture, There Is & museum housing a superior statue of Atatiirk, writings,
letters and other items belonging to Atatiirk, as well as an exhibition of photographs recording
important moments in his life and the establishment of the Republic.

Construction of Anitkabir commenced on 9 October 1944 with a splendid caremony by
laying the first stone of the foundation, Construction of Anitkabir took nine years in four stages,
You will be expected to sign its book of visitors with an appropriate note of respect.

04136 ~ 10100 Wreath Laying Ceremony and the signing of the Official Visitors Book
16:00 — 10:30 Visit the Mausoleum Museum

10:30 Depart Anitkabir for the Undersecretariat of Defense Industries {(S5M)
11:00 Meeting with Mr, Murad Bayar, Undersecretary of S5M

12:00 Depart S5M for the Ministry of Foreign Affairs

MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS (MFA)

Since the inception of the Republic, the vision and principles of the founder of the
Republic, Atatlirk {meaning Father of the Turks, & name given to him by the people), have
guided Turkish foreign policy and his maxim “peace at home, peace In the world” continues to
constitute the fundamental objective of Turkish foreign policy. The Republic of Turkey is now
represented by 162 missions throughout the world. These missions comprise of 93 Embassies, 11
Parmanert Missions {o International arganizations, and 58 Cansulate Geperals:

Serving under the leadership of the former Minister for the Economy the 41™ Minister of
Forelgn Affaits, His Excellency Mr. Ali Babacan, the Turkish Foreign Service consists of
approximately 90 diplamats who conduct and promote Turkey's international political, economic
and cultural relations in its region and beyond. '

For nearly half a century, NATO ally Turkey was a bulwark in NATO'S Cold War policy of
containment against the Soviet Union, While Turkey's relations with Russia are good tnday,
ssues throughout Turkey’s region make It no less important for U.S. foreign and national security
policy. Iraq, Afghanistan, the Middle East Pesce Initiative, Aggean Affairs, Syria; Kurdish policy
ard the PKK, the Turkish states of Central Asla ~ alf are issues of U.S.-Turkey diplomatic
discussion and sxchange,

1230~ 12:E50 Luacheon Brigfing at the Ministry of Foreign Affalrs
14:00 Depart MFA for US Embassy

14:00 — 1500 Briefing at the US Embassy

15:04 Depart Embassy for ASAM (Eurasian Strategic Research Center)
16:00 - 1700 Meeting and Lecture at ASAM on US<Turkish Relations
100 - 18:00 Reception

18:00 Depart ASAM for Hotel

19:00 Depart Hotel for Dinner

19:30 ~ 22:00 Dinner with ATC Corporate Members at Tike Restaurant
Thursday August 7, 2008

07 00 Breakdast & Checkout from Hotel

07:15 Depart for Ankara Alrport
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(9:00 Depart Ankara for Istanbul on TK 113

10:00 Arrive at Istanbul Alrpart

11:458 Depart Istanbul on TK 216 to Dalaman

1305 Arrive at Dalaman Airport

13:30 Depart Dalaman for Patara, Kalkan by bus

16:30 Arrive at Patars

17:00 Check in to Hotel

19:00 -~ 21130 Dinner with former Congressman Steve Solarz and Dr. Yalvin Ayasli,

Chairman of TCA and TCF (Turkish Cultural Foundation)
PATARA;

The antique city of Patara emerged at the tum of the 21% Century thanks to an
archeological team led by Akdeniz University Professors Fahri Isik and Havva Iskan Isik. Ithasa
unique poiitical refatlonship to the United States. Recently the archediagical team unearthed an
anicient parliament buliding In Patara ~ the meeting place of the first federal rapublic in recorded
human history. Authors of the Federalist papers made at least two specdfic references to the
Lycian League as an example of the federal structre of government they envisioned for the
United States,

The unearthed parliament building, cafled the Bouleuterion, housed representatives of at
least twenty-three city-states of the Lycian League, which existed along the Mediterranean coast
of Turkey from about 167 BC untll 460 AD. The archeological team has rescued numerous
buildings and items from the sand and scrub brush, besides the Bouleuterion parfiament building,
induding: a large necropolis; a Roman hath; a sizeable semicircular theater; a sprawling main
avenue leading to the market square; a Byzantine basilica (one of 22 churches once packed into
Patara); one of the world’s oldest lighthouses; and & fortifled wall.

Modern-day Patara sports what the London Sunday Times decribes as one of the world's
best beaches and a nesting site for the loggethead sea turtle, locally known as the Caretts
Caretta, During the turtle hatching season environmentalists froni all around the world, come o
Patara where the eggs and nesting sites of the Caretts Caretta turtles are protected and
permansnt structures on the coast forbidden.

Friday August 8, 2008

DB8:30 Breakfast at the Hotal

09:30 Depart Hotel for the Lycian City of Patara

10:53G — 12:30 Visit and lecture at the site where the Federalists papers originated (see
attached document describing in detail the importance of this site for the
origing of American Democracy)

12:36 - 13:30 Lunch at Patam

132:50 - 14:30 Visit the site where the endangered Loggerhead Turtles lay thelr eqgs
This project is supported by UNEP & WWF.

14:45 Depart Patara to visit Organic Farms and production facilities within the
region

15:30 ~ 17:00 Visit to the Organic Farmg

17:00 Depart for Patara

i%:30 Depart Hatel for Dinner

23:006 - 22:00 Binner with the local Municibal authorities

Saturday August 9, 2008 ,

08:40 Depart Hotel for Kas (Lyclan city of Habesos)

30 Arrive at Kas and vist the anclent ruins of the ity

12:30 -~ 13:30 Lunch at Kale Island Restauyrant

13:30 Depart Kale for Dataman Airport

17:45 Arrive at Dalaman Airport

19:30 Depart Dalaman Airport for Istanbel on TK 219

10
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20:50 Artive In Estanbul Airport

2115 Depart Airport for Hotel

Sunday August 10, 2008

04:00 Breakfast 8 Checkout

04:15 Dapart Hotel for Alrport

05:58 Depart on LH 3345 for Frankfurt
07:55 Agrive at Frankfurt Alrport

09:55 Depart Frankfurt for DC on LH 416
13:00 Arrlve at Washington Dulles Airport:

i1
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American-Turkish Council g nvoice
1111 14th Street, N W.

. Dale P Invoice #
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Turkish Coalition of America
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1025 Connesticut Ave, NW Ste 1000 [»\ .
Washington, DC 20036 o 4«
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o £
F.O._Néé Tl Terms | Project
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 Thank vou for your sponscsrship... """ E n ' |
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American-Tarkish Conngil

1111 14th Street, N.W.

Invoice
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R . : 2
Washington, DC 20003 /172008 e,
Bill To _
“Turkish Coalition of America
G. Lincaln MeCuxdy
1025 Connecticut Ave, NW Ste 1000
Washington, DC 20036 )
HSA i
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o Quantity Dasaription ”-Ratém Amount
2008 Staffers Trip sponsorsiip T 5,000.00,F 15,000.00
; ’Elrwcice 2 of 2: Due August 1, 2008 :
Fhank you for your ponsorship.. T —
1 Total $15,000.00 |

Turkish Coalitton of Amarlca

M
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TRIP PROGRAM SUMMARY

Saturday, August 2, 2008
20:00 Meet at the United Alrlines International Flight Desk at Dulles Airport
21:54 Depart Washington Dulles Airport for Frankfurt on LI 9253

Sunday, August 3, 2008

11:45 Arrive at Frankfurt Rhein Main Airport

13:20 Diepart Frankfurt for Istanbul on LH 3342

16:55 Arrive at fstanbul Atatiirk Airport

17:20 Depart Airport for the Hyatt Hotel

18:15 Check into the Hotel

1830 Depart Hotel for Dinner

20:00 Dinner at Anemon Restaurant in Galata

Monday, August 4, 2008

08:15 Depart Hotel for Breakfast with Turkish Coalition of America (TCA) and
Turkish Cultaral Foundation {TCF)

08:30 Arrive at the TCA & TCPF Offices

08:45 - 0945 Breakfast briefing with TCF & TCA Chairman & Officers

10:00 - 11:00 Meeting with NGO’ at TCF

11:10 Depart TCA for meeting with the leaders of the Jewish, Greek & Armenian
Minority Communities

11330 - 13:30 Meeting with Leaders of the Jewish, Greek & Armenian Communities &
Lunch at Asitane hosted by BankPozitif

13:45 ~ 14:10 Visit Kariye Museum

14:15 Depart Kariye for Sultanahmet
14:30 - 17:30 Visit to historical sites in Sultanahmet including the Topkapt Palace,
Hagia Sophia, Museum of Istamic Art & Archeology and the Grand Bazaar
17:30 Depart for the Hotel
19:60 Depart Hotel for Dinner
19:30 - 22:00 Dinner with the Business Community in Istanbul Hosted by

Turkish-American Business Association (TABA)
22:00 Depart for the Hotel

Tuesday, August 5, 2008
07:30 Check out from Hotel and Depait for the U.S. Consulate General
08:00 ~ 09:00 Breakfast Meeting with the U.8, Consul General & Officers of the Consulate

2008 CONGRESSIONAL
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Program Sumn %%’s*y

09:15
0945 - 11:00
11:00

12:00 ~ 13:30
13:30
14:00
15:00
16:00
16:30
17:30
19:30
20:00

Depart Consulate for Bosphorus Straits Traffic Control HQ (BSTC)
Briefing and Visit at the BSTC HQ

Depart BSTC HQ for Luncheon Meeting with Confederation of
Businessrnen & Industrialists (TUSKON) Board and Members at their HQ
Meeting & Lunch at TUSKON at their Sigli HQ

Depart TUSKON for the Ajrport

Arrive at Istanbul Atatlirk Airport

Depart Istanbul for Ankara on TK 128

Arrive at Ankara Esenboga Airport

Depart Ankara Ajrport for Mega Residence Hotel

Hotel check-in

Depart Hotel for Kale Cengelhan Restaurant

Briefing and Dinner with the Press hosted by Turkish-American
Business Association (TABA) at Kale Cengelhan Restaurant

Wednesday, Augnst §, 2008

07:30 Depart Hotel for the U.S. Ambassador’s Residence

07:45 - 09:00 Breakfast Briefing with Ambassador Ross Wilson and the U8, Embassy
Officials at the Residence

09:00 Depart Residence for Anitkabir

0930 - 10:30 Wreath Laying Ceremony and the Signing of the Official Visitors Book

10:30 ~ 11230 Visit the Mausoleum Museurn

11:45 Depart Anitkabir for the Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MFA)

12:15 - 13:50 Luncheon Briefing at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs

13:50 Depart the MFA for Undersecretariat of Defense Industrizs (SSM)

14:30 Meeting with Mr. fsmail Tohumeu, Deputy Undersecretary of
National Prefense (85M)

15:30 Drepart SSM for Burasian Strategic Reseaich Center (ASAM)

16:00 - 17:00 Meeting and Roundtable discussion at ASAM. on U.S.-Turkish Relations
with Government Officials and the Academia

17:00 - 18:00 Reception at ASAM

18:00 Depart ASAM for Hotel

19:00 Depart Hotel for Trilye Restaurant

19:30 - 22:00 Dinner with ATC Cu{pemte Members at Trilye Restaurant hosted by NTF
Construction
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Trip ¢ SUPmsary
Thursday, August 7, 2008

07:00 Breakfast & Checkout from the Hotel
07:15 Depart Hotel for Ankara Airport

09:00 Drepart Ankara for Istanbul onTK 113
10:00 Arrive at Istanbul Airport

11:45 Depart Istanbul on TR 216 to Dalaman
13:05 Arrive at Dalaman Airport

13:30 Depart Dalaman for Patara, Kalkan by Bus
16:30 Arrive at Kalkan

17:00 Check in to Patara Princess Hotel

18:00 - 21:30 Dinner with the delegation at the Marina

Friday, August 8, 2008
| 08:30-09:30  Breakfast at the Hotel
0930 Depart Hotel for Patara Excavation Site
1030 ~ 12:30 Visit and Lecture at the Site of Ancient Patara
(a Member of the Lycian League)
12:30 - 13:30 Lunch at Patara
13:30 - 14:30 Visit UNEP & WWE project for Endangered Loggerhead Tartles

14:45 Depart Patara to Visit Qrganic Farms

15:30 - 17:00 Visit to the Organic Farms and Production Facilities

17:00 Depart for the Hotel

19:30 - 22:00 Reception and Dinner with the Loc¢al Municipal Authorities at the Hotel

Saturday, Augnst 9, 2008

08:30 ~ 09:30 Breakfast Meeting with Former Congressman Steve Solarz and
Dy. Yalein Ayash

09:45 Depart Hotel for Kag (Lycian city of Habesos)

10:30 Arrive at Kag and visit the Anclent Rulns of Kekova

12:30 - 13:30 Lunch at Kale Island Restaurant

13:30 Depart Kale for Dalaman Airport

17:45 Arrive at Dalaman Airport

19:30 Diepart Dalaman Airport for Istanbul on TK 219

20:50 Arrive in Istanbul Alrport

21:15 Depart Airport for Hotel

2008 CONGRESSIONAL
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Trip Program 8

Sunday, August 10, 2008

04:00 Breakfast & Checkout

04:15 Depart Hotel for Airport

05:55 Depart on LI 3345 for Prankfiart
07:55 Arrive at Frankfurt Airport

09:55 Depart Frankfurt for DC on LH 416
13:00 Arrive at Washington Dulles Airport
NOTES
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OBJECTIVES and TOPICS

Objectives for Congressional Staffersg

»  Promiote and enhance the US,-Turkey relationship,

+  Engage in dinlogue with Senior Turkish government officials, U.S. Embassy representatives,
NGOs, and Turkish business executives.

+  Bxperience the heritage, landscape and overall cultural richness of Turkey.

«  Observe fiist-hand the workings of the Turkish business community and government.

»  Understand the political, cultural and social dynamics of Turkey and its region.

+  Gain valuable Information and insight from the Turkish media.

Overview of Potential Briefing Topics
+  Strengths and weaknesses of Turkey’s current economic and political situation
: »  International issues central to Turkish foreign relations
»  The war in Iraqand Afghanistan and implications for the surrounding region
»  Turkey/Iran relations
»  Turkey's EUaccession process
»  Turkey’s role in NATO and with its neighbors
»  Caucasus, including Turkey/Armenian relations,
»  US.-Tarkey cooperation against terrorism in the region,
»  'Turkey’s role in the rebuilding of Afghanistan and Iraq,
»  Cyprus and the continued isolation of Turkish Cypriots

«  Areas of economic and political bilateral relations between the U8, and Turkey
»  Defense and Security Affairs
»  Construction and Energy Security
»  Foreign Direct Investment
»  Pharmacenticals
»  Agribusiness and Food Industries
»  Banking and Finance
»  Health
»  Information Technology and Telecommunications
»  Turkish Export Marlet
» Bilateral Trade Promotion

«  Turkish Government Issues
»  Constitutional Court Case to ban the AKP
»  Secularism versus democracy
»  Management of Kurdish {ssues
»  Ergenekon indictments

Meetings with Turkish Government Officials

«  Undersecretary of the Ministey of Foreign Affairs & other Officials of the Ministry
»  Defense procurement issues with Undersecretary for National Defense (SSM)

+  Local and Municipal Government Leaders

«  Parliamentarians

2008 CONGRESSIONAL
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DELEGATION LIST

U.5. House of Representatives:
Mr. Walter Gonzales
Senior Policy Advisor, Qffice of Representative C. A “Dutch” Ruppersberger (D-2nd MD)

Mr, Lawrence J. Halloran
Minority Staff Director, House Contmittee on Oversight and Government Reform

Ms, Helen Hardin
Chief of Staff, Office of Representative Zach Wamp (R-3rd TN)

Mr. Kenneth Kraft
Deputy Chief of Staff & Appropriations Counsel, Office of Rep. David L. Hobsan (R-7th OH)

Mt Sean O'Brien
Legislative Director, Office of Congressman Heath Shuler (D-11th NC)

Ms. Ashley Orr _
Legislative Assistant, Office of Congressman Brad Miller (D-131h NC)

U.5. Senate:
M. Garett Bucalitto
Deputy Foreign Policy Legislative Assistant, Office of Senator Joseph Lieberman (I-CN)

Mr. Paul Kong
Legislative Divector, Office of Senator Chuck Hagel (R-NE)

_ATC and TCA Members
Ms, Canan Biiyiiktinsal
Executive Director, American-Turkish Council
M. Tolga Gorgiilii
External Relations Manages, FritoLay Turkey

Dr. Cengiz Israfl
Managing Director, Fil Finance

Mz, G. Lincoln McCurdy
President ¢ CEO, Turkish Coalition of America

Ms. Ayse Stimer
Director, Gavernment Affairs & Commercial Programs, American-Turkish Council
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DAILY PROGRAMS Oy

Saturday, August 2, 2008

20:00 Meet at the United Airlines Desk at Dulles Airport

21:54 Depart Washington D.C, for Franlfurt on LH 9253

Sunday, Avgust 3, 2008

11:45 Arrive at Frankfurt Reihn Main Afrport

13:20 Depart Frankfurt for Istanbul on LH 3342

16:55 Artive at Istanbul Atatlirk Airport

17:20 Depart Istanbul Ajrport for the Hyatt Hotel

18:15 Check inte the Hotel

19:30 Depart Hotel for Dinner

20:00 Dinner at Anemon Restaurant in Galata
ISTANBUL

A city that straddles both Europe and Asia, Istanbul for nearly two miliennia has been a symbal of great-
ness, coveted by empire builders from Xerxes through the Entente States durlng World War 1. The Soviet
Unionafter World War Tinsisted on free passage through the Bosphorus Straite. ‘Today; a decades-old
diplomatic compromise assures foreign commerce free passage as hundreds of ships each day, sometimes
oversized and hazardous, stream up and down this epic waterway,

The traditions inherited from 2,500 years of history are most evident in the Old Glty, known as Old
Stamboul or Sultanahimet, A stroll through this historic peninsula will reveal ancient Roman hippo-
dromes, peristyles, and aqueducts, the greatest excesses of the Byzantine Erapire, the mystique and powey
of the Ottoman Empire, and the dubious sales tactics used by the city’s selfmade entrepreneurs. Asa
religious ceater (hewrt of the Greek Orthodex Church as welluy the Tslamic Faith for centaries), Istanbul
is-the custodian of one of the world’s most important cultural heritages and home to some of the world’s
most opulent displays of art and wealth. Early Greek civilization left us the building blocks for Rome

and Byzantium, which swathed these eailier foundations in rich mosaics and left its mark in monuments
stuch as the Hippodrome and Hagia Sophia, Bven Fatilh Mehmet I was astounded at the beauty of the
city he finally conquered. The Ottoman dynasty redirected the city’s fortunes into (he imperial majesty of
undelating domes and commanding minarets, the incomparable Blue Mosque and the sumptuotsness of
Topkapt Patace, '

Across the Golden Horn [s the modern heart of the city, heir to the fiture of the country, vibrant with
all the electricity of a cutting-edge international metropolis. Although Ankara, the political capital sits
safely in the heartland, Istanbsul profects itself into the world as Turkey’s commercial capital and ambas-
sador of art; entertainment, music, snd education. fstanbal is so exotic, wonderful, comple, and utterly
monumental that ance seen, it's impossible to break free from its spell.

Monday, August 4, 2008

08:15 Depart Fotel for Breakfast with Turkish Coalition of America {TCA) and
Turkish Cultural Foundation (TCF)
08:30 Ariive al the TCA & TCE Offices

08:45 ~ 0945 Breakfast briefing with TCF & TCA Chairman Dr, Yalgin Ayash & Officers

2008 CONGRESSIONAL
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10:00 - 11:00 Meeting with NGO at TCA _
(The representatives of the following NGO’ will be al the meeting: Assaciation for
Supporting and Training Women Candidates-RADER; Women Entreprerients
Association of Tirkey-KAGIDER; The Turkish Foundation For Combating Soil
Erosion, For Reforestation And The Protection Of Natural Habilats-TEMA; The
Mother Child Education Foundution-ACEV and Educationa! Funds for Elementary

Schools-ILKYAR)

11:10 - Depart TCA for meeting with the leaders of the Jewish, Greek & Armenian
Minority Communities.

11:30 - 13:30 Meeting with leaders of the Jewish, Greek & Armenitan Communities &

Lunch at Asitane hosted by BankPozitif
13445 - 14:10 Visit Kartye Museum.

14:15 Depart Kariye for Sultanahmet

14:30 - 17:30 Visit to historical sites in Sultanahmet including the Topkapi Palace,
Hagia Sophia, Museum of Islamic Art & Archeology and the Grand Bazaar

17:30 Depart for the Haotel

19:00 Pepart Hotel for Dintier

19;:30 - 22:00 Dinner with the Business Community in Istanbul Hosted by
‘Turkish-American Business Association (TABA)

22:00 Depart for the Hotel ’

ASSOCIATION FOR SUPPORTING AND TRAINING WOMEN CANDIDATES (KA-DER) was
established in 1997 in fstanbul, Its founders ~ women activisis malnly from academia -- initiated it with
the ebjective of empowering and enconraging women to develop strategles for effective and equal par-

tielpation in {ocal councils and national parliament; and to be represented on all decislon making bodies,
Currently, KA-DER has over 17 branches in major cities and more than 3000 members. The Ankara
branch of KA-DER is involved in a wide variety of activitiés, sirs at empowering women in all spheres of
life and acts as an ‘wmbrella organization’ of the Turkish Platform to the European Women's Lobby.

EDUCATIONAL FUNDS FOR ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS (ILKYAR):

‘the roots of ILKYAR lie in the EFES (Rducational Funds for Elementary Schools) organization, founded
by the Turkish Student Assoclation at Princeton University (New Jersey, 118,A} in 1978, The aim of the
organization s to stimulate educational activities in rural schools by giving fnancial support for a basic
library in these schools. The center of the organization frst muved to the Massachusetts Institute of Tech-
nology (Boston, MA, US.A) and then to Michigan State University (East Lansing, ML, U.S.A). Twenty
years after its original establishment, in 1998, EFES was re-founded in Turkey wilh the naise ILKYAR
{Aid Foundation for Flementary Schools),

Viston
Not 10 leave any village school or YIBO (nick for the elementary level boarding school) unvisited by
ILKYAR,

Mission
To create opportunities for students In rural and underdeveloped areas to commit themselves to their
education,

STAFF TRIP TO TURKEY
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Goals

+  Help the students in rural areas gain motivation for continuing their education.
s Leave no village schools without books.

. Organtze programs for teachers working in rural aréas,

Programs

WOMEN ENTREPRENEURS ASSOCIATION OF TURKEY (KAGIDER):

KAGIDER was chartered n September 2002 as a non-profit and non-governmental organization by 37
prominent Tarkish female entrepreneurs. It has grown steadily over the past three years as other success-
ful businesswomen have jolned its ranks, Today it has 172 members from various sectors, including tex-
tile, communication, hiunan resources, tourism, chemicals, mining and health, Kagider strives to develop
women entrepreneurship, to empower women In economic and soctal lite, and ervisions » world where
women are effective in all decision making processes by producing and expressing their self’ freely.

The main programs of Kagider are the Women Entrepreneurs Development Prograr, the Womens Fand,
and Women's Way ta Europe, KAGIDER puts great emphasis on lobbying activities; publishes state-
ments, provides policy recommendations to the state, public and private institutions to make women's
voice heard, to foster gender equality and to better women's status in general, It is a member of many
International organizations including World Women Entrepreneurs Association (FCEM), Ewropean
Women Lobby (EWL), Mediterranean Business Women Assoclation (AFAEMME), and Batkan Reglonal
Coalition of Wormen Business Assoclations,

THE TURKISH FOUNDATTION FOR COMBATING SOIL ERQSION, FOR REFORESTATION,
AND THE PROTECTION OF NATURAL HABITATS (TEMA):

“The TEMA Foundation (The Turkish Foundation for Combating Soil Erosion, for Relorestation and the
Protection of Natural Habitats) was founded in 1992 by two Turkish businessmen, Hayrettin Karaca, who
established the first Arberetum in Turkey and Nihat Gokyipit winner of the UN Environment Award.
Since then it has grown o alarge NGO.

Gokyigit highlighted in a 1992 interview that the richness and riches in the soif that fs fust every year in
Turkey B equal to the country’s budget, and carelessly letting the environment deterlorate i3 incansistent
with patriotism

THE MOTHER CHILD EDUCATION FOUNDATION (ACEV):

‘The Mother Child Education Feundation (ACEV), was founded in 1993 through the {nitiative of found-
ing presiderit Aygen Ozyegin, and in light of the scientific research of Prof, Dr. Gigdem Kajtcibagt and
Prof. Dr. Sevda Beloman. ACEV's mlsslon is to male a lasting contribution te society and to improve the
quality of indlvidual’s lives through education. In its two main areas of expertise, early childhood and

adult education, AGEV develops and implernents various training programs and projects both within
Turkey and abroad.

ACEY ia guided by three fundamental beliefs:

« equal opportunity in.education for alf,

« fearning is a Hfelong process that must begin in early childhood

« the child as well as hiv/her immediate cavegivers must be educated and supported.

Since 1993, ACEV has been working to:

» increase public awareness abont the importance of early childhood education,

» Increase implementation of its training programs {n order to reach more beneficiaries,

+ focus on research and development of new projects, methods and models,

« Increase collaboracion with both local and international MEGO'%s, the state and the private sector

» be a reference institution in poliey constitution and strateyy developraent about early childhood,

2008 CONGRESSIONAL
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ly Programs

MINORITY COMMUNITIES IN TURKEY:

‘The Empire of the Occident had anclent Rome as the capital, while the Eastern Roman Empire kept Con-
stantinople g its capital. Western Rome did not survive this partitian for long and barbarians (Francs,
Goths, Lombards, and Normans) used the weakness of the Westerners to invade and to enter Roman ter-
rltory in 476. The Roman Empire Umited itself to its Eastern part, including the territories of the south of
the Balkans, Southern ltaly and Slcfly, the north of Africa including Tripolitaine, the Near Bast with Syria
and Mesopotamia, In sphte of the wars of succession, collapses of small regional States, and plagues, the
Bastern Roman Empire remained intact until 1453, the date when the Ottomans invaded Constantinople
and put an end fo the empire of the millennium. When Constantine moved the capital, he also deported
a part of the population of Rome. The Latin language prevailed in the administration, in the court, and
in the middle classes, while Greek was spoken by the majority population of the city, the Balkans, and
Asia Minor. The capital had the namie of New-Rome, in the course of the centuries, the Latin language
disappeared replaced by Greek and the city was named Constantinople, after its founder, Constantine.
Although the emplre was multi-ethnic, as was its capital, the Greek language remained as the only ad-
indsteative language used by almost alf the population until 1453,

Constantinople reysained as the capital of powerful Ottoman Empire until the formation of the Republic
of Turkey In 1923, The population of the Empire did not change radically, and the Greek tanguage was
still widely spoken beside Skivic lariguages and Turkish. Islamn had made its appearance at the end of the
6th century, but Christianity held on strong until the territories of the Ottorhan Empire from the Arab
countries of North Africa to the Bast of the Caucusns began converting to Tslam. Religions and ethaic
diversity were therefore two main characteristics of the Empire, from its creation until its end in 1923, To
manage this cosmopolitan population, Sultan Mehmet IF gave statutes to four main nations of his empire.
These statutes, which had only religious bases, envisaged a broad awtonomy in the admintsteation of
comprrunities. The Muslims fell directly under the authority of the sultan, himself admitted by the mifi
(religious authority}, who also had the possibility of displacing the sultan; the Orthodox Christians had
aléader and representafive of the community, the Greek Patrisrch who assembled in the Fener (Phanar)
district of Constantinople; the Gregorian Christians had thelr own patriarchate [or patrfarch], first
established in the district of Samatya, then in Kurnkapi. Finally, alf Jews were under the authority of the
Ottoman Rubbinate, which assembled in the district of Balat, Every community kept ibs institutlons and
its particular language: Turkish - Ottoman for the Musliros, Greek for the Orthodox, Armenian for the
Gregorian, and Judaeo-Spanish (also known as Ladiao) far the Jews fram 1492 opwards. Later other
“nations” were admitted by the Ottoman State. The Ottoman system of “nations.” allowed the Romans to
keep the Greek language and Orthodox Chrlstlan religlon. Itis noted by historians today that if it had
not been for this particular system, the Greek language would have inet the same fate as that of Latin,
and would have disappeared.

In 1829-30, the Peloponnese declared independence, which later became the Kingdom of Greece, Al-
ways supported by Russia and the Ballan States, this small kingdom went to war several times against
the Ottoman Bmpire which, under threats of foreign powers, left large terrilories between 1876 andl 1812
(Thessalie, Epire of the South, Macedonia, Western Thrace and Crete), However, the last Greek offensive
against the Empire was a disaster, Indeed, after Ottoman defeat in the conflict of 1914-18, the lmperitalist
armies (England, Francs, and Italy) occupled all of the Ottoman territories, with the alm of distribut-
ing themn amonyg themselves, Greece, with the downstream help of Great Britain, had annexed Orlenital
Thrace, but especially the city of Sroprna(lzmir) and the neighboring provisees, Encouraged by the
Orthodox populations of the reglon, the Greek army attacked the rest of the Asla Minor and fought with
the Tarkish revolutionary army, Defeat was disastrous for the Greeks, who were driven out of Izmir by
the Turks. In 1922, Greeee surrendered and in 1923, Greece and the Turkish Republic signed the Tremty
of Lausanne, which determined the borders of the new Turkish State and Greeee. This was follawed

by an exchange of populations. The Greeks of Mustim origin left Greece, while the Greek population

of Anatolia and Thrace returned to Greece from Turkey. This exchange of population between both
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Daily Programs mﬁﬁfmi

countries displaced a total of two million Greeks, together with millions of Muslims of the Caugasus and,
the Ballans, who took refuge in the new Turkish Republic, Since 1923, the Greeks of Turkish national-
ity together with the other minorities living in Turkey benedit from 9 specific status, which allows them
to keep their culture, language, schools, and religions institutions, This status admitted by the Trealy of
Lausanne is based on the Ottoman system of “nations?

Qver the years, millions of people have lived in Anatofta, presentday Turkey. At times, their existence
was marked by battlés, but at others, peace reigited. The Armenians were among the inhabitants of this
tich and vast aves; which over the centuries was ruled by the Persiang, Macedonians, Seliuks, Romans,
Byzantiries and Arabs. When the Turks gained sovereignty over Anatolia in 1071, fighting gradually
diminished and Byzantine persecution gave way 1o just, tolerant, humanitarian and unifying beliefs and
traditions of the Seljuks. Sultan Mehmed the Congueror, who put an end to Byzantine rule in 1453, al-
lowed the foundation of the Armenian Patriarchate, an unprecedented move for the Armenians to whom
he granted freedom of conscience and faith, The transformation of the Armenian Episcopate in Western
Anatolia to the Istanbul Patriarchate, following a decree he issued in 1461, is clear evidence of the Yision
alnd tolerance displayed by Mehimied and of the subsequent Ottoman sultans toward other faiths,

Az a matter of fact, the current Armenian Patriarch, Mesrob 11, was quoted as saving: * We can duly grasp
the significance of tolerance between different religions and cultures, as well 2s the value of this incident
dating back 538 years, by taking Intoe account the tensions witnessed throughout the world on the thresh-
old of a new millennium, the ongoing wars beyond our borders in particular?”

Following the reign of Sultan Mehmed the Conqueror, excellent Turco-Armenian relations contitued
untii the end of the 19th century. In fact, out of all the non-Muslim communities, Armentans were by far
the greatest beneficiaries of the opportunities offered by the Ottoman Empire to all industrious, efficient,
honest and productive subjects, Being exempted from the military service and to a great extent from
taxition, Armeniang had the opportanily to make headway in trade, agriculture, craftsmanship and
administration, and by reason of thelr loyalty to the Empire, as well as their ability to intermingle with
othér subjects, they attained the title of “loyal people”

Today Armenlans contimie to enjoy “nation” status given to all the minorities during the Ottoman Em-
pire, They are the laxgest Christian minority, with over than 100,000 living in present day Turkey.

From the Jast years of the 19th Century through the disintegiation of the Oltoman Empire at the end of
the World War I, Anatolian Armenians revolted regularly against the Ottomyan authority, sometimes in
ailtance with Russla, sometimes en their own. Hunilreds of thousands of Afménians and Musliogs died
at this thime due to starvations, distocations, désease and brital massacres of entire communities, This is
the period that Armenians now portray as the time of "genocide” and Turks reject as a tragic loss of life
an both sides but without the necessacy official intent.

Of the 25,000 Jews living in Turkey, 22,000 of them reside in Istanbul, Most of thent are aricestors of
those expelled from Spain in 1492 and subsecuently offered a safe haven by Sultan Mehmet. Although
they are Orthodox Jews, their practices are a bit different. They do not belong to a synagogaewonly to
the Jewish community. Overall, there are séventeen synagogues in Istanbul, and most of them are still
active. The most important of these are the Neve Salom Synegogue, the Askenazi Synagogue, the Ahrida
(Ohrida) Synagoue, the $isli and Ortakoy Synagogues. Jews are active in every aspect of Turldsh life:
education, politics, media, fnancing, the arts, and trade and commerce,

ASITANE RESTAURANT:
Asilane restanrant is renowned for its fine Ottoman cuisine based on authentic recipes retrieved by a
dedicated staff from palace archives, Its menu features dishes origlnally preparsd for the sumptuous
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celebration feast given for Sultan Suleyman the Magnificent’s sons in 1539, In the summertime, the

tranquil courtyard in the shadow of the Chora Church offers a splendid backdrap in which to sample
fine Ottoman cuisine,

KARIYE MUSEUM:

Origlnally built in the dth century as the ‘Church of the Holy Savior Outside the Walls' or ‘in the Country’
{chora), it was indeed outside the walls built by Constantine the Great. The present building was bullt in
the late 11th century, with lots of repaivs and restructuring in the following cenfuries. Virtually all of the
interior decoration-—the famous mosaics and the less renowned but equally striking nural paintings—
dates from about 1320.The mosaics are breathtaking, The first ones are those of the dedication, to Jesus
and Mary. Then come the offertory ones: Theadore Metochites, buflder of the church, offering it to Jesus.
'The two small domes of the inner narthex have poriraits of all Jesus’s ancestors back to Adam. A series
outlines Mary's [ife, and another, Jesus's emrly years, Yet another series concentrates on Jesus's mi nistry.ln
the nave are three mosaics: of Jesus, of Mary as Teacher, and of the Dormition of Mary. South of the nave
is the Parecclesion, a side chapel built to hold the tombs of the church’s founder and relatives. The frescos,
appropriately, deal with the theme of death and resurrection,

The Kariye Museum {Church of the Holy Savior in Chora) has the best Byzantine mosales in the region,
The church was enclosed within the walls built by the Emperor Theodosius I in 413, less than 100 years
after Constantine, so the church ‘outside the walls' has in fact been ‘in the city’ for 1550 yearsFor four
ceniturics after the Ottoman conquest of Istanbul it served a5 2 mosque (Kariye Camii), and is now a
museum (Karlye Milzest) becanse of 1ts priceless mosaics,

SULTAN AHMET MOSQUE (BLUE MOSQUi: _

The mosque is one of several mosques known as the Blue Mosque for the blue tiles adorning the walls of
fts interior, It was built between 1609 and 1616, during the rale of Ahmed I Like many other mosques, it
also comprises 4 tomb of the founder, a madrasab, and a hospice.

The design of the Sultan Ahmed Mosque is the culmination of two centuries of both Ottoman mosque
and Byzantine church development. It incorporates some Byzantine elements of the neighboring Hagia
Saphia with traditional Islamic architecture and is considered to be the last great mosque of the classical
period,

HAGIA SOPHIA:

Hagia Sophia is a former patriarchal basilica, later 4 mosque, pow a museum in Istanbul, Famous in
particular for its massive dome, it is considered the epitome of Byzantine architecture. It was the largest
cathedral ever built in the world for nearly a thousand vears, until the completion of the Medieval Seville
Cathedral fn 1520, '

In 1453, when Constantinople was conguered by the Ottoman Turks, Sultan Mehmed IT ordered the
building to be converted into a mosque. The bells, altar, iconostasts, and sacrificial vessels were removed,
and many of the mosaics were eventually plastered over. The Islamic features—such as the milwab, the
minbar, and the four minarets outside—were added over the course of its history under the Ottomans, It
remained as & mosque until 1933, at which time It was converted into a museum by the Government of
Turkey.

The current building was originally constructed as a church between 532 and 537 AD on the orders of
the Byzantine Emperor Justinian, and was in fact the third Church of the Foly Wisdom to occupy the
site. The Church contained a large collection of holy relics and featured, among other things, 4 50 foot
{15 m} silver lconostagis. It was the patriarchal church of the Patriarch of Condtantinople and the reli-
gious focal point of the Eastern Orthodox Church for nearly 1000 years.
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The Topkap Palace was the Ottoman sultans official and primary residence in the city of the Otioman
Sultans from 1465 to 1853,

Initial construction started in 1459, ordered by Sultan Mehmed 11, the conqueror of Byzantine Constan~
tinaple. The palace 1 a complex made up of four main courtyards and many smaller buildings. At the
height of its existence s a royal residence, the palace was home to as many as 4,000 peaple, formerly cov-
ering a larger area with 2 long shoreline. The complex has been expanded over the centuries, with many
renovations such s after a 1509 earthquake and 1665 fire. Topkap: Palace gradually lost its importance

at the end of the 17th century, as the Sultans preferred to spend more time in their new palaces along the
Baosphorus,

After the end of the Ottoman Empire in 1921, Topkap: Palace was transformed by government decree on
April 3, 1924 into & musenm of the imperial era. The Palace Is listed among those monuments belonging
to the historic arcas of Istanbul, added to the UNESCO World Heritage List in 1985,

TURKISH & ISLAMIC ARTS MUSEIJM: _

This museom is located in Sultanahmet Square i1 Eminénil district of fstanbul Constructed in 1524,

the building was formerly the Palace of Ibrahim Pasha, who was the first grand vizier to Suleiman the
Magnificent. The collection includes notable examples of Tslamic.callipraphy, tiles, and rugs as well as
ethriographic displays on varlous cultures in Turkey, particularly nomadic groups. These displays recreate
fooms or dwellings from different time perieds and reglons.

BASILICA CISTERN:

The Basilica Clstern is the largest of several hundred anclent cisterns that still lie beneath the city of
Istanbul. The cistern, located in the historical peninsula of fstanbul next to the Hagia Sophia, was built
during the reign of emperor Justinian [ In the 6th century, the golden age of Eastern Rome, also called
the Byzantine Empire.

The basesof two of the columns veuse earlier blocks carved with the head of 2 Medusa. They are located
in the narthwest corner of the cistern. The origin of the two heads is unknown, though it is ramored that
the heads were brought to the cistern after belng removed from an antique bullding of the late Roman
perfod. Another mystery is why one of the heads is upside down, while the other is tilted to one sicte, Tt is
commonly acceptee by schiofars that they were placed that way deliberately,

GRAND BAZAAR:

The Grand Bazaar or Covered Bazaar in Istanbul is one of the largest covered markets in the world with
more than 58 streets and 6,000 shops, and has between 250,000 and 400,000 visitors daily.

It is well known for its jewelry, pottery, spice, and carpet shops, Many of the stalls In the bazaar are
grouped by type of goods, with speclal areas for leather coats, gold jewelry and the like. The bazaar
containg two bedestens {domed masonry structures built for starage and safe keeping), the first of which
was constiticted between 1455 and 1461 by the order of Sultan Mehmed the Contueror. The bazaar was
vastly enlarged in the 16th century, durtng the reign of Sultan Sulelman the Magnificent, and in 1894
underwent & major restoration foliowing an earthiuake,

Tuesday, August 5, 2008

07:30 Check out from Hotel and Depart for the U.S. Consulate General
08:00 — 09:00 Breakfast Meeting with the U8, Consul General & Officers of the Consul-
ate
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09:15 Depart Consulate for Bosphorus Straits Traffic Control HQ (BSTC)
09:45 - 11:00 Briefing and Visit at the BSTC HQ

11:00 Depart BSTC HQ for Luncheon Meeting with Confederation of
Businessmen & Industrialists (TUSKON) Board and Members

12:00 - 13:30 Meeting & Lunch at TUSKON at their Sigli HQ

13:30 Depart TUSKON for the Airport

14:00 Arrive at Istanbul Atatiirk Airport

15:60 Depatt Istanbul for Ankara on TK 128

16:00 Arrive at Ankara Esenbofia Airport

16:30 Depart Ankara Airport for Mega Residence Hotel

17:30 Hotel check-in

19:30 Depart Hotel for Kale Cengelhan Restaurant

20:00 Briefing and Dinner with the Press hosted by Turkish- American

Business Assoclation {TABA) at Kale Cengelhan Restaurant

BOSPHORUS STRAITS TRAFFIC CONTROL (BSTC) HEAD QUARTERS:

The Tarkish Straits (164 NM) consist of the Istanbul Strait {17 NM in length), the Marmara Sea (110
NM) and Ganaklale Strait (37 NM). The entire length 1s opened to international maritime vesseél traffic
under Turkish governmeént control, Tt s the only waterway between the Biack Sea arrd the Mediter-
raxesn Sea making it highly congested with international maritime traflic and of enormous geopolitical
and strategic importance. The Bosphorus Traftic Control Service (TSVTS) Is designed to assist and
fmprove the satety of navigation for Turkish and foreign fagged vessels through these very congested
and vulnerable Turkish waters.

8afe pavigation of the Tarkish Straits depends on:

o Turkish Straits Vessel Traffic Services — The TSVTS are in current operation are equipped with
thirteen observation Towers, Each Observation Towers has X hand radar , Monocalor - Color-
Infrared Camera and Network Equipmenit, A few Towers have extra meteorological stations and
communications equipment,

+  Search/ Rescue & Salvage - Salvage Department has underwater works, salvage & towage with two
conventiona! types of salvage vessels, two FL-Fi class tugs, eleven firefighting tugs and various types
of service boats which make ap 54 vessels,

+  Regcue Services are well orpanized on the Turkish Straits and are well equipped with 14 Rescue Sta-
tions (6 Boat Stations and 8 Shore Rased Stations), and 10 Rapid Response Boats,

»  Navigational Aids - Organized along the Turkish coast with 417 Hghthouses, 34 light-buoys, nine-
teen marking buoys, fifteen fog whisties, two fog bell and three beacon, and nine racon signals,

CONFEDERATION OF BUSINESSMEN AND INDUSTRIALISTS OF TURKEY {TUSKON):
TUSKON is a non-governmental organization formed by regional federations of the business world
which were fourded In [stanbul in 2005 and expanded country-wide. TUSKON today represents 9500
businessmen setlve In 124 organizations of businessmen. TUSKON aims to make the enterprises and
entreprenenrs into the part of the global business world by prometing selesiific and rational methods of
commercial and industrial life TUSKON is a ploneer institution in sharing businessmens experlencge in
international markets and providing new job opportunities.
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ANKARA

Ankara les deep within the heartland, protected and insulated from uninvited guests, Atatlik chose An-
kara as the political capital for his new republic. While Istanbul was the seat of an imperial and dissolute
emipire, he saw Ankara as the elean-slate capital of an entively new Turkish state. In the 80 years since
Atatiirk rode in on a dirt road and liverally #fied Ankara out of the ashes, the city hag established itself as
the political and eulturat center of Turkey.

Ankara is almost exclusively geared toward sustaining all elements of the national government, o wide.
ranging population of forelgn ambassadors, visiting dignitaries, local politicians, and politically minded
business enterprises. It also boasts a number of prestigious universities and technieal colleges, as well as
the largest Hbrary in the country,

Ankara is a center for apera, ballet, Jazz, and modern dance, and s home of the Presldential Symphony
Orchestra, the State Thestre, and the State Opera and Ballet. Ankara has transformed from the quiet cen-
ter of the Turkish Republic to a city of more than three million and a hub of non-stop activity. The city is
bubbling over with new construction, chic restaurants, cozy cafés, and dazzling nightlife,

TURKISH-AMERICAN BUSINESS ASSOCIATION (TABA):
TABA founded in 1987 is 4 non-profit organization, headquartered in Tstanbul, it has five branches In
Turkey, TABAs membeship 15 over 650 companies.

As the representative of the American Chamber of Conmmerce In Turkey, TABA's goal fs to enhance trade
relations hetween the U.S.A and Turkey; to encourage American investments into this country; assist
members by connecting them with potential strategic partners; help solve their trade-related fssues and
contribute to Turkey's promotion abroad.

I order to sccormplish these goals, TABA/AmCharn founded several task committees. These commit-

- tees are: Membership; Froject Development; Telecommunication & Information Technology: Emergy &
Infrasteuciure; Law & Figance, Publications; Activities & Communications; Corporate Affadrs; Consurer
Products; Intellectual Royalty Rights; Trademarks Defense Industry; Tourism; Real Estate & Transporta-
tion and Investment & Regulations pertaining ta EU relations.

TABAJAmCham is 2 member of the Chamber of Commerce of the US.A (COCUS.A}, member of the
European Council of American Chambers of Commerce (ECACC) and American-Turkish Council
(ATC).

Wednesday, August 8, 2008
07:30 Depart Hatel for the U.S. Ambassador’s Residence

07:45 - 09:00 Breakfast Briefing with Ambassador Ross Wilson and the U.S. Embassy
Officials at the Residence

09:00 Depart Residence Anstiabir

09:30 - 10:30 Wreath Laying Ceremony and the Signing of the Official Visitors Book
10:30 - 11:30 Visit the Mausoleum Museun:

11:45 Depart Anitkabir for the Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MFA)

12:15 - 13:50 Luncheon Briefing at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
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13:50 Depart the MFA for Undersecretariat of Defense Industries (SSM) N ?fé L

14:30 Meeling with M, [smiail Tohumeu, Deputy Undersecretary of
National Defense (SSM)

15:30 Depart SSM for Eurasian Strategic Research Center (ASAM)

16:00 - 17:00 Meeting and roundtable discussion at ASAM on U.S.-Turkish Relations

with Government officials and the Academia

Topics to be covered include the future of Irag, terrorisiv, Afghanistan,
ULS. Presidential Elections and Bilateral Relations, Iran’ Nuclear Program,
Cyprus and EU-Turkey Relations

17:00 - 18:00 Reception at ASAM

18:00 Depart ASAM for Hotel

19:00 Depart Hotel for Trilye Restaurant

19:30 - 22:00 Dinner with ATC Corporate Members at Trilye Restaurant hosted by
NTF Construction

ATATURK’S MAUSOLEUM - ANITKABIR

"This imposing monument located in the Anittepe quarter of the city is the mausoleum of Mustala Kermal
Ataliirk, founder of the Turkish Republic, Completed in 1953, it represents the fusion bf anciént and
modern architectural ideas and when built, it was considered as one the best examples of modern Turk-
ish architecture of the time. There is 4 museum housing a superior statue of Atatiirk, writings, letters and
other items helonging to Atattirk, as well as an exhibition of photographs recording tmportant moments
in his life and the establishment of the Republic.

Constriction of Anitkabir commenced on 9 Qctober 1944 with a splendid ¢eremony by laying the first
stone of the foundation. Construction of Anitkabir took nine years in four stages. You will be expected
te sign fts book of visitors with an appropriate note of respect.,

UNDERSECRETARIAT FOR DDEFENSE INDUSTRIES (S5M)

55M was established by the Defense Industry Law, and it was given the main duty of pulting into effect
the decisions taken by the Executive Cominittee. In this regard, $SM was given a special legal identity
of fis own, as well as its own extra-budgetary financial resources. The main tagks and responsibiliies of
$SM are: putting into effect decisions taken by the Defense Industry Executive Comumittee; fo reorga~
niz existing Turkish Industry in line with the prerequisites of a successful defonsé industry; to plan

the production of modern arms and equipment at private and public sector entitles; to realize research
and equipment of modern arms and equipment, and to have their prototypes builty to make advance
payments, plan advance orders and detevmine other financial and economic supports; and to coordinate
export and offset trade issues relating to defense industry products.

MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFEAIRS (MFA)

Since the inception of the Republic, the vision and principles of the founder of the Republic, Atatiirk
(meaning Father of the Turks, & name given to hiri by the people), have guided Turkish foreign policy
and his maxim “peace at home, peace in the woild” continues to constitute the funidamental objective of
Turkish foreign pohcy The Republic of Turkey is now represented by 162 missions Sheoughout the world,
These missions comprise of 93 Embassies, 11 Permanent Missions to international exganizations, and 58
Consulate Generals.
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Serving under ihe leadership of the former Minister for the Economy the 41st Minister of Forelgn Alfalrs,
His Excellency Mr. Ali Babacan, the large contingent of Turkish Poreign Service diplomats conduct and
promote Turkey's international political, economle and cultural relations in its region and beyond.

Por nearly half a century, NATO ally Turkey was 4 bulwark in NATO's Cold War policy of contain-

ment against the Soviet Unfon. While Turkey’s refations with Russia are good today, issues throughout
Turkey's region make it no less important for US. foreign and national security policy; Irag, Afghanistan,
the Middle East Peace Initiative, Aegean Affairs, Syria, Kurdish policy and the PR, the Turkish states of
Central Asia - all are issues of US.-Turkey diplomatic discussion and exchange.

EURASIAN STRATEGIC RESEARCH CENTER (ASAM):

ASAM is established 1o conduct research on international relations and regional studies. The Cénter ex-
amines aternational conflicts, makes scholarly and stientific assessments of relevant issues, and reviews
Turkish foreign policy with a futuristic perspective, It is a consultative body with the responsibility of
bringing to the attention of declston makers independent, unbiased views and findings from different
sources, The Center is chartered by law and has been active since May 1995,

Thursday, August 7, 2008

07:00 Breakfast & Checkout from the Hotel

07:15 Depart Hotel for Ankara Airport

09:00 Deépart Ankara for Istanbul on TK 113

10:00 Arrive at fstanbul Airport

11:45 Depart Istanbul on TR 216 to Dalaman

13:05 Arrive at Dalaman Alrport

13:30 Depart Dalaman for Patara, Kalkan by Bus

16:30 Arrive at Kalkan

17:00 Check in to Patara Prince Hotel

19:00 - 21:30 Dinner with the delegation at the Marina
PATARA:

The antique city of Patara emerged at the tuen of the 21st Century thianks to ar archeological team led by
Akdeniz University Professors Fahri Tsik and Hevva lkan Tsik, Tt has & nnique political relationship to
the United States. Recently the archeological team unearthed an ancient parlament building in Patara -
the meeting place of the first federal republic in recorded human history, Authors of the Federalist papers
{Hamilton and Madison, Federalists No. 9, 16 and 45, respectively) made at least three specific réferences
to the Lycian League as an example of the federal structure of governiment they envisioned for the United
States,

The unearthed parliament bullding, called the Bouleuterion, housed representatives of at least twenly-
three city-states of the Lyctan League, which existed along the Mediterranean coast of Turkey from about
167 BC untll 400 AD, The archealogical team has rescued numerous buildings and items from the sand
and scrub brush, besides the Bouleuterlon parliament building, including a farge necropolis, 2 Roman
bath, a sizeable semicircular theater, a sprawling main avenue leading to the market square, a Byzantine
basilica (one of 22 churches once packed into Patara}, one of the world’s oldest lighthouses, and a forti-
fied wall,

2008 CONGRESSIONAL

ATC. 0235

13-8123_0054




000146

Daily Programs

Modern-day Patara sports what the London Sunday Times dascribes as one of the world’s best beaches
and a nesting site for the loggerhead sea turtle, locally known as the Caretta Caretta, During the turtle
hatching season environmentalists from all around the world come to the area of Patara where swim-
ming, diving and permanent structures on the coast are forbidden, The eggs and nesting sites of the
endangered Caretta Caretta turtles are protected.

Friday, August 8, 2008
08:30 - 0%:30 Breakfast at the Hotel

09:30 Depart Hotel for Patara Excavation Site
10:30 - 12:30 Visit and Lecture at the Site of Ahgient Patara
(a Member of the Lycian League)
1230~ 1330 Lunch at Patara
13:30 - 14:30 Visit UNEP & WWF project for Endangered Loggerhead Turtles
14:45 Depart Patara to Visit Organic Farms and Production Facilities
15:30 - 17:00 Visit to the QOrganic Farms
17:00 Depast for the Hotel
19:30 - 22:00 Reception and Dinner with the Local Municipal Authorities at the Hotel
LOGGERHEAD TURTLES:

As amphibians, loggerhead turtles are adept at moving on both land snd sea. 'To lay eggs the fermales first
crawl orito the shore, Then, using their hind legs, the turtles dig holes in the sand and, after depositing
their eggs, return to the sea, The baby turtlés hatch when nature tells them to, and instinctively using tha
moonlight as.a compass, they head towards the sea.

Saturday, August 9, 2008

08:30 - 09:30 Breakfast Meeting with Former Congressman Steve Solarz and
Dr. Yalomn Ayasl
09:45 Depart Hotel for Kag (Lycian city of Habesos)
10:30 Arrive af Kag and vigit the Ancient Ruins of Kekova
12:30 - 13:30 Lunch at Kale Tsland Restanrant
13:30 Drepart Kale for Dalaman Alrport
17:45 Arrive at Dalaman Alrport
19:30 Depart Dalaman Airport for fstanbul on TK 219
20450 Arrive in Istanbul Airport
21:15 Depart Airport for Hotel
KAS - KEKOVA:

“The town of Kag is on & hill running down to the sea, The district has a typical Mediterranean climate of
hot, dry summets and warm, wet winlers, which-allows the growth of oranges, lemons and bananas, The
lowland areas are also planted with cut flowers and a variety of frults and vegetables; maiy e grown all
year round onder glass, The hiflsides produce honey, and almonds, while at high altitudes there are ex-
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tenstve pine forests, Tle weather is drier at high altitudes. Although agriculture is still impartant, tourism
is the main source of income in the district, which has many hotels and guest houses,

Kekova, aléo named Caravola {(Dolichiste in Lycian), is a small Turkish island near Kag {ancient Antiphel-
Tos) disteiet of Autalya province which faces the villages of Kalekby and Ugagiz.

The Kekova region was declared « specially protected area on January 18, 1990 by the Turkish Ministry of
Environment and Forests. All swimming and diving was prohibited and subject to special permits from
governmental offices. In Ister years the prohibition has been lifted exceptin the area of the sunken city,

Sunday, August 10, 2008

(4:00
04:15
05:55
(7:55
(19:55
13:00

NOTES

Breakfast & Checkout

Depart Hotel for Airport

Depart on L 3345 for Frankfurt
Arrive at Frankfurt Airport

Depart Frankfurt for DC on LH 416
Arrive at Washington Dulfles Airport
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HOTEL and CONTACT INFORMATION

ANKARA MEGA RESIDENCE
Tahran Caddesi No, 5, Kavakhidere, Ankara/Turkey
"Tel: 011 +90 (312) 463}
Fax: 011 +90 (312) 468-5415

ISTANBUL HYATT REGENCY ISTANBUL
Taskgla Cad. No: 1, Taksim, Istanbul/Turkey
General Numbers:
Tel: 011490 (212) 365
Fax: 011 -+90 (212) 368-1000

Contact: Omiir Yeker
Tel: 011 90 (212) 368- i}
Fax: 011 +90(212) 368-1286

KALKAN HOTEL PATARA PRINCE
Kalkan, Antalya/Turkey
Tel; 011 +90 (242) 844- [
Fax: (11 -+50 (242} 844-3930

ATC STAFE
Canan Biiyliidinsal
TS, Cell:
Turkey Cell: 011 +90

Ayse Simer
U8, Cell;

Turkey Celk: 011 +90 || GGG

US. EMBASSY  Paris Caddesi 32, PK 6540, Kavakl:dere, Ankara/Turkey
ANKARA Tek: 011 +90 (312) 435

Fax: 011 +90 (312) 468-4775

Contact: Anthony Renzuilll

U.S. CONSULATE Istinye Mahallest, Kaplcalar Mevkii No. 2,
ISTANBUL [stinye 34460, Tstanbul/Turkey
Tel: 011 +90 (212) 335}
Fax; 011 +90 (212) 335-9003
Contact: Amy [ Lillis
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Mr. GARRETT EUCALITTO
Deputy Foreign Policy Legislative Assistant
Office of Senator Joseph Lieberman (I-CT)

Garrett Eucalitto is Deputy Foreign Policy Legislative Assigtant for Semator Joseph 1, Lieberman
of Connecticut, and previously served as Constituent Relations and Carrespondence Coordina-
tor. Prior to joining Sen, Liebermar's staff in 2007, he worked at the Hudson Institute’s Center
for Puture Security Strategies in Washington, D.C. A resident of the Torrington, CT, Garrett
earned an undergraduate degree from the College of the FHoly Cross, and a Master’s Degree in
International Relations from Boston Untversity.

Senator Joseph Lieberman’s Leadership and Committee Assignments

Senator Joe Lieberman is a member of the Armed Services Committee, where he is Chairman
of the Subcommittee 'on AirLand. He also serves on the Subcommittes on Personnel and the
Subcommittee on Seapower. He is Chalrman of the Homeland Security and Governmental
Affairs Committee, Lieberman is alsé a member of the Committee on Environment and Public
Works, where he is Chairman of the Subcommittee on Private Sector and Consuimer Solutions
to Global Warming and Wildlife Protection, and he also serves on the Subcommittee on Clean
Air and Nuclear Safety, and the Subcommittee on Public Sector Solutions to Global Warming,
Oversight, and Childrens Health Protection. Fle also serves on the Committee on Small Busi-
ness and Entrepreneusship.

Mr. WALTER GDONZALES
Senior Policy Advisor
Office of Representative C., A, “Duich” Ruppersberger (D-2nd MD)

Walter Gonzales serves as Senior Policy Advisor for Congressman C. A, “Dutch” Ruppersberg-
er from Maryland’s Second Congressional District. Tni that role, Walter staffs the Congressman
on the Appropriations Committee and advises the Congressman’s daily votes; administers the
Congressman’s Whip assignments, attends leadership functions, strategizes and implements
vital district profects, and covers a wide variety of legislative issues, In Walter’s legishative
portfolio: intelligence, defense, telecommunications, health care, energy, and international
affairs. Walter oversees the Congressman’s work on the Intelligence Committee and staffs the
Congressman on the Legislative Branch Appropriations Subcommittee. He also covers the
State Department/Foreign Operatlons Appropriations, the Energy and Water Appropriations,
Intelligence Budget, and Defense and Military Construction Appropriations,

A native of Baltimore, Maryland Walter Gonzales’ career in politics spans over a decade. A
graduate of the University of Vermaont, Walter started his career on Capitol Hill in 1995, in the
office of Congressman Gene Green, Texas 29th Congressional District.

He worked for Congressman Green for 6 years. From there, he moved into the private sector
using his skills and contacts on the Hill to become a lobbyist for Mannat, Phelps and Phillips
law firm and for Jefferson Government Relations. In this capacity he lobbied on behalf of com-
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panies like Oracle, Hewlett-Packard, iIMotors.com and a number of Silicone Valley start-ups,

After this two-year stint in the private sector, Walter returned public service in the 2002
election cycle, servicing as the policy director for Congressman Ruppersberger’s successful
congressional campalgn,

Gongressman “Dutch” Ruppersberger’s Leadership and Committee Assignments:
Congressman Ruppersberger serves on the House Appropriations Committee and the House
Permanent Select Comimittee on Intelligence, where he is Chairman of the Technical and
Tactical Subcommittee. Congressman Ruppersberget is part of the Leadership structure in the
House of Representatives serving as an Assistant Whip and as a Member of the Democratic
Steering and Policy Committee. Official Travel: China, Morocco, Talwan

Me, LAWRENCE J. HALLORAN
Minority Staff Director
House Comumittee or: Oversight and Government Reform

Lawrence |. Halloran is an attorney with more than twenty-five yeais of experience in public
policy and advocacy. He currently serves as Minority Staff Director of the House Committee
on Oversight and Government Reform., From April 2006 to March 2008, he was Deputy Staff
Director. In the 109th Congress, he also acted as Deputy Special Counsel to the House Select
Compmittee on Hurricine Katrina,

From 1999 through March 2006, he was Staff Director and Counsel to the Government Reform
Subcomumittee on National Security, Veterans Affairs and International Relations. From 1935
through 1998, he was Staff Director and Counsel to the Subcommittee on Hurman Resources of
the Flouse Committee on Government Reform and Oversighe.

A graduate of Fairfield University (1873) and the Catholic University Columbus School of Law
(1976), he served on the staff of U8, Rep. Stewart B. McKinney (R-Conn.) from 1973 to 1980,
Mr. Halloran then worked ag Légal Counsel and Deputy Executive Director of the National
Republican Congressional Committee (NRCC), advising candidates and Members of Congress
on election matters and campalgn finance laws:

Experienced in recounts and election contests, Mr, Halloran has participated in recount pro-
ceedings in Indiana, Virginia, California, Ohio, Connecticut, Minnesota and South Dakota.
He spent nine days in Florida during the presidential election vecount training observers and
participating in the complete recount of votes in Volusia County.

Returning to Connecticut in 1987, he served as the Exécutive Director of the Connecticut Re-

publican Party. In 1988, he joined the law oflices of |, Brian Gaffney in New Britain, Connecti-

cut. From 1921 to 1994, Mr. Halloran served as Legal Counsel to the Governor of Connecticut,
He and his Family now reside in Bethesda, Maryland.
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Mr. Halloran is admitted to practice law in Connecticut and the District of Columbia, He is an
inactive member of the Mashantucket Pequot Tribal bar,

Ms. HELEN HARDIN

Chief of Staff
Office of Representalive Zach Wamp ((R-3rd 'T'N)

Before coming to Washington to work for Rep, Zach Wamp, Helen Hardin spent 12 years as
news reporter and TV talk show host. She also has a business background in sales and worked
in the cellular telephone industry for 7 years. When Congressman Wamp was elected in 1994,
Ms. Hardin moved to Washington and became his Chief of Staff, managing the three congres-
sional offices and advising the Congresstnan on political and policy matters. She also ovérsees
Congressman Wamp's Appropriations Committee work as Appropriations Associate, Corl-
gressman Wamp is Ranking Member of the Subcommittee on Military Construction, Veterans
Affairs and Related Agencies,

In Tennessee, Ms.: Hardin works closely with the major federal government facilities in Oak
Ridge including the Oak Ridge National Laboratory, the largest multi-purpose science [ab in
the nation. Seme of our country’s most advanced computing, biological and materials research
is carried out at ORNL.

Ms. Hardin regards international travel 2s one of the most important educational and policy
trends. She has focused her official Lravel primarily on North Africa and the Middle East
because of ity strategic importance to the the U.S. and the world. First hand exposure to
International issues and foreign cultures, personally meeting foreign government officials and
developing Friendships with people from other countries have been extremely beneficial in her
public service and have enlightened her views on the growing and increasingly interdépendent
global economy.

Ms. Hardin is active in her church, She is an avid gardener, and a private pilot. She enjoys
spending time with nieces and néphews.

Congressman Zach Wamp's Léadership and Committee Assignments:

Known for his energy and determination, Congressman Zach Wamp serves with seniority asa
member of the influential House Appropriations Committee. Using conservative principles, he
has established himself as o leader on national Issues like alternative energy, preventive health
care and global security.

Congressman Warmp is the Ranking Member of the Subcommittee on Military Construction
and Veterans Affairs, which funds U.S, military installations at home and abroad and resources
the important benefits for the nation’s 23 million veterans. Zach has served for 10 years on the
Energy and Water Subcommittee, which oversees and funds the national missions at the Oak
Ridge National Laboratory, the ¥-12 Natlonal Security Complex and the replacement of the
Chickamauga Lock on the Tennessee River.
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Mr. PAUL KONG
Legislative Divector
Office of Senator Chuck Hagel of Nebraska (R-NE)

Paul Kong is Legislative Director for Senator Chuck Hagel of Nebraska, and previously served
as Legislative Assistant handling domestic policy. Prior to joining Senator Hagel's staff, he
represented non-profit clients for a Washington, DC fifm,

A resident of Chevy Chase, MD, Paul earned undergraduate degrees from the University of
Michigan, and a law degree from Catholic University where he serves on the adjunct faculty.
He is an alumnus of the Aspen Institute’s Socrates Society and has served on the DC Board of
Governors of the University of Michigan Alumni Association.

Senator Chuck Hagel's Leadership and Committee Assignments:

Chuck Hagel, Nelreaska's senicr U8, Senator, is serving his second term in the United States
Senate, Senator Hagel's duties include membership on four Senate committees: Foreign Rela-
tions; Banking; Housing and Urban Affairs; Intelligence and Rules. '

Mr. KENNETH A, KRAFT
Deputy Chief of Staff & Appropriations Counsel
Office of U8, Representative Davld L. Hobson (R-7th OH)

Kenny Kraft currently is Appropriations Committee Counsel and Deputy Chief of Staff to 11.8.
Representative David L. Hobson, having worked for him from 1993 to 1999 and froim 2000

to present, with particular responsibility for Mr. Hobsor'’s work as a member of the Defense
Appropriations Subcommittee and as the Ranking Minority Member of the Energy and Water
Development Appropriations Subcommittee.

Mr. Kraft’s duties include analyzing the United States budget and various legislative proposals;
evaluating the effectiveness of federal programs; recommending {unding levels; advising on
substantive fiscal and policy matters; plotting legislative strategy; meeting with constituents,
agency personnel, and industry representatives réquesting assistance or information on appro-
priations and legislation; and planning and participating in international travel for Members
and staff,

Mr, Kraft lectures on the Budget and Appropriations process for several different government
and university groups, including Georgetown University, the Brookings Institution, The George
C. Marshall European Center for Security Stadies, the National Guard Bureaw, the Interna-
tional Republican Institute, the Office of Personnel Management, the Unlted States Congress
Surmmer Intern Program, George Mason University, Kent State University, and The Capitol Net.
He serves on The Speaker’s Congress-Bundestag/Bundesyat Staff Exchange Selection Commit-
tee and on the U.S.~Asia Foundation Congressional Staff Advisory Committee,

M. Kraft's other Capitool Hill jobs have included Appropriations Committee Counsel (o
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Representative Rodney P. Frelinghuysen from 1999 to 2000 and to Representative Lawrence
Coughlin from 1977 to 1992. He was Legislative Assistant to Senator Joseph M. Montoya from
1971 to 1977. He was Senior Associate Attorney at Patton Boggs in 1999, and Senior Congres-
sional Relations Officer at the Office of Personsiel Management in 1992,

Mz Kraft is a Colonel, fudge Advocate General's Corps, District of Columbia Army National
Guard, commanding 4 Legal Support Office (L8O) that provides legal assistance in interna-
tional, operational, fiscal, contract, and general law matters to the National Guard Bureau at the
Pentagon.

Born in Washington, [D.C., Mr, Kraft received his B.A. degree in British Literature and Art His-
tery from the University of Maryland and his J.D. from The George Washington University, He
is admitted to the District of Columbia Bar and the Supreme Court of the United States,

Mr, SEAN O'BRIEN
Legislative Director
Office of Congressman Heath Shuler (D-11th NC)

Sean O'Brien is the Legislative Director for Congressman Heath Shuler (NC-11).
Prior to working for Congressman Shuler, Mr. O¥Brien worked for three years as o Legislative
Assistant for Congressman Rahm Emanuel (11-03).

Prior to this he was a consultant for various clients including the City of Chicago, KPMG Neth-
erlands, ABN AMRO Bank, and GE Capital Services Hong Kong. Mr. O'Brien was born in New
York City and received a Bachelor of Arts from Northwestern University in Evanston, IL.

He is currently completing a Masters in National Security and Strategic Studies with the United
States Naval War College and has completed coursework at the United States National Defense
University.

Congressman Heath Shuler’s Leadership and Committee Assignments:
Congressman Shuler is the Chairman of the Subcommittee on Rural and Urban Entrepreneur-
ship for the House Committee on Small Business.

He also serves on the House Committee on Natura! Resources (Subcoramittee on National
Parks, Forests, and Public Lands) and the House Committee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture {Subcommittee on Highways and Transit and the Subcommittes on Water Resources and
Environment),
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Ms. ASHLEY ORR
Legislative Assistant
Office of Congressman Brad Miller (D-13th NC)

Ashley Orr has worked for Congressman Brad Miller of North Carolina since 2004. She cur-
rently serves as a Legislative Assistant. Tn addition to handling Rep. Miller’s work on the House
Committee on Foreign Affairs, her issue portfolio includes Defense, Trade, Homeland Security,
Immigration and Judiciary,

She received a B,A. degree in Peace, War and Defense from the University of North Carolina in
Chapel Hiil.

Congressman Brad Miller's Leadership and Committee Assignments:

Brad Miller was born in Fayetteville, North Carolina in 1953, He attended public schools and
graduated from Terry Sanford Senior High School in 1971, He earned a bachelor’s degree from
the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, a master’s degree from the London $chool

of Economics, and a law degree from Columbia University. He served as law clerk to Judge 1.
Dickson Phillips, Jr. of the United States Fourth Circuit Court of Appeals for one year follow-
ing his graduation from law school and practiced law in Raleigh from 1980 until his election to
Congress in 2002. He is a member of the House Commillee on Forelgn Affairs, the Committee
on. Financial Services, and the Committee on Science and Technology, where he also serves as
Chairman of the Investigative and Oversight Subcommittee.

Ms. CANAN BUYUKUNSAL
Executive Director
American-Turkish Council

Canan (Jahn-an) Bliylikinsal joined the American-Turkish Council in January of 2000 and
currently serves as the Executive Divector, In this capacity, Ms, Bifyiikiinisal works as the
President’s deputy ensuring the success of all ATC programs. Her responsibilities include
over-seeing financial procedures, preparing the event budgets and the ATC annual budget, and
managing the day-day activities of the office. As the Executive Director, Canan also directs the
ATC Annual Conference, now in its 27th year. ‘The 2008 ATC Annual Conference attracted
over 700 participants and 1s one of the largest bi-national conference promoting U.S.-Tarkish
commercial, defense and cultuval relations.

Before Joining ATC, Ms. Biiylikiinsal worked as the General Manager of Cities Restaurant,

in Washington, DC, for 14 years. Cities was named “one the fifty favorite restaurants” by ‘The
Washington Post Magazine on numerous occasions and has been featured on The Food Chari-
nel, In Style Washington, Harper’s Bazar, and Food Arts, While at Cittes, Canan designed and
implemented an employee training prograin manual that has since been purchased by several
independent restaurants across the United States. Canan continues to consult in the restaurant
industry.
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She is an active community volunteer serving on the Board of the Mercy Hospital, Women's
Agsociation; and Food for Friends. She also serves on the Execative Committee for Oyster Bi-
lingual School’s Creative Activity Program and is on the Fund Raising Comumittee for the Saint
Mary’s Armenian Church Sunday School,

Ms, Biyitkiinsal graduated from Goucher College with a Bachelor of Arts in Economics. She
currently resides in Washington DC with her husband, Aret Sahakyan and their 1 year old
son, Aren.

Me. TOLGA GORGULD
External Relations Manager
Frito Lay Co.

General: Born in 1969, Sakarya, Married
Languages: Enghish and French fluent.

Education:
»  Graduated from Galatasaray High School (1988),
»  lIstanbul University Faculty of Economics {1992).

Careen

+  Telka Rabak Copper Company (1992} as Assistant of General Coordinator,

»  Human Resources Manager of Yasar Paint & Chemical Group (DYQ 1997 - 2001)

+  Human Resources Manger of Ak-Al Acrylic Yarn Company (Akkok Group 2001 - 2003)

+  Humen Resources Manger of Frito Lay Co. Istanbul Turkey (PepsiCo Group 2003 - 2006 )
+  Bxternal Relations Manager of Frito Lay Co. {Jan. 2007 ~ present)

Professional Achievements :

s PepsiCo Chairman Award (2007)

»  Middle East Africa President Award (2005)

+  PepsiCo International Star Award (2006)

«  Project Manager of Turkey’s second Snacks Plant in Tarsus

Mernbership:

¢« Galatasaray Sport Club

+  PFencrbahce Rotary Club

o Turkish Offshore Racing Club
+«  Peryon

Hobbies & Interests: Sailing and racing in different class tearas for the past 20 years. Three
times winner of Turkish Qffshore Racing Class trophy.
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Br. CENGIZ iSRAFIL
Managing Director
Fil Finance

Cengiz fsrafil was born in Warsaw, Poland, He received his B.S, in Mathematics from Colum-
bia University in 1967, He studied in the Ph.D. Program in Economic History of Ottoman Em-
pire at Columbia University from 1968 to 1973, He received an henorary Doctor of Philosophy
from Batumi University in 2001. He is fluent in English, Turkish and Polish and speaks good
Russian. He is a dual citizen of the U.S. and Turkey. He served in the U.S, Navy and Turkish
Army,

From 1967 to 1973, Mr. Israfil was a Research Associate with Morgan Guaranty Trust Company
and from 1973 to 1976, he was Senior Management Sclentist for United States Trust Co. From
1976 to 1986, he was Vice President at Morgan Guaranty Trust Co., in charge of the Money
Market Research Department, In 1985, on leave fram Morgan, he joined the World Bank
Mission to Turkey and prepared a report on money markets, which became the blueprint for
reforms subsequently implemented by the Central Bank of Tarkey. In 1986, he was instrumen-
tal in Morgan's winning the Privatization Master Plan project in Turkey, as well as the Turk-

ish government’s approval for the Gerede-Ankara motorway project, where Morgan was the
arranger for the $380 million financing facility. From 1986 to 1992, he was Advisor to Prime
Minister and ther President Turgut Ozal for whom he was instrumental in the development
and. implementatlon of reforms in the monetary system, financial markets and privatization.
He also contributed to the development of strategy that led to the establishment of the Black
Sea Economic Cooperation Zone,

From 1992 to 1993, Cengiz was Vice Chalrman of Marmara Bank, Istanbul, Turkey, and
Advisor to the Governor, Atyrau Province, Kazalchstan, He organized the 1993 Black Sea Oil
& Gas Conference, which for the first time braught together international oil companies and
the energy ministries of the FSU republics. From 1993 to 1996, he was Chief Executive Officer
of Colakoglu Diy Ticaret, trading company of the Golakoglu Group, Istanbul, Turkey, and Vice
Chairman and Executive Director of the Group affiliate TOTAL Oil Tirklye.

Since 1996 Mr. fsrafil has been Managing Director, FIL Finance Inc., a consulting company
based in New York, providing strategic, technical and financial advisory services to 4 select
group of international clients and governments, with special emphasis on the erzergy and infra-
structure sectors.

Mr. G. LINCOLN MeCURDY
President
Turkish Coealition: of America

Mr. McCurdy is president of the Turkish Coalition of America (TCA), 4 501(C)3 not-for-profit
organization, based in Washington, DC. TCA fosters understanding of Turkish American is-
sues through public education, (Web site for TCA is vwwiturkishcoalitionofamerica.oig)
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Mt McCurdy has over 30 years of leadership and management experience in both U.S. govern-
ment service and the private sector. He has extensive experience in dealing with binational
boards; working with senior officials of the governments and military of the United States and
Turkey; leading trade/investment missions and U.S. congressional delegations to Turkey; co-
sponsoring activities with the State and Commerce Departments, Environmental Protection
Agency, Smithsonian Institute and National Public Radio; and fund raising.

He served as the senior advisor to the Turkish American Chamber of Commierce and In dustry
in New York in 2003 and 2006,

Mr. McCurdy was the president and chiief execalive officer, 1998 - 2004, and executive director,
1989 - 1998, of the American-Turkish Council (ATC) in Washington, the leading business
association in the United States devoted to the promotion of U.S.-Turkish commercial, defense
and cultural relations. He received ATC's Distinguished Career Award in 2005,

Before joining ATC, Mr. McCurdy served in the American Consulate General in Istanbul as the
Consul for Commercial Affairs, 1980 - 1984, In this capacity, he received the Department of
State’s Meritorious Honor Award for “re-establishing American pre-eminence in the fstanbul
International Business Community” After government service, he consulted in Istanbul for
five years for the Bank of Boston and several Turkish companies. In the late 1970, he worked
at the U.8, Departmient of Commerce {n Washington, DC, organizing trade shows in Brazil,

G. Lincoln McCurdy received his B.A. at Hanaover College in Indlana and holds a MLA. in In-
ternational Management from The George Washington University. He is also a graduate of the
Foreign Service [nstitute’s Turkish Language and Culture Program. In May 2001, Mr. McCurdy
received Hanover College’s Alumni Achievement Award.

Mr. MeCurdy is a board director for the Association for Safe International Road Travel
(ASIRT). He is an advocate for smart growth and played a key role in beautifylny I-66 in Ar-
lington, Virginia, in the 1970s. He is married with two daughters and enjoys yoga, gardening,
biking and travel,

Ms. AYSE SUMER
Government Affairs and Commercigl Prograwms Director
American-Turkish Council

Ayse Stimer has been working for the American-Turkish Council as the Commercial Programs
and Government Affairs Director since April 2004. She is responsible for the following seclor
committees: Agribusiness & Food Industries; Banking & Finance; Information Technology

& Communication; Health care Services; Technology Innovation; and Trade. She organizes

the Annual Congressional Staff trip and the Chairman’s Annual visit to Turkey. Ms. Siimer is
ATC’s liaison on the Hill
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Ayse first joined the Council in November 2000 as the Communications Director, Prior to
Joining ATC, Ms. Stiier lved and worked in different parts of the world. She was the Client
& Strategic Planning Director for Rekta Ketchum PR, Research & Marketing Manager for
Bgon Zehnder Int,, Editor-in-Chief of fstanbul The Guide, Human Resourees Coordinator of
*96 Istanbul Habitat Il NGO Forum, and Director of External Affairs at the Graduate School
of Management, Koc University, Istanbul. Upon her return to the United States, and before
joining the American-Turkish Council she worked as the Conference Assistant for the 2000
U.5.~Azerbaijani Chamber of Commerce,

She served as the International Relations Coordinator for the Istanbul 2000 Olympic Commit-
tee; was the founding member & Vice-Chairman of Etc. A.S.,; Public Relations Manager of Ho-
tel Munamar, Marmaris; and the Consular & Public Affajirs Officer in the Canadian Embassy,
in Ankara,

Ms. Siimer studied Psychology and Mass Communications at the University of North Cardlina
in Greensboro, US.A and American University in Cairo, Egypt. She is fluent in English, Turk-
ish, French and speaks adequate Arabic. Born in Ankara, Turkey, she traveled around the
world extensively and lived in Libya, Indonesia, Egypt, India, Pakistan, and Turkey, She moved
to the United States in 2000 and lives in Chevy Chase, MD,

She is the founding member of the Association for the Protection and Rehabilitation of Abused
Children in Istanbul. Ms. Siimer, a dual citizen of the United States and Turkey, is an amateur
designer and producer of jewelry.
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AMERICAN-TURKISH COUNCIL

MISSION STATEMENT _
A Business Association dedicated to enhancing the promotion of U.S.-Turkish Commexrcial,
Defense, Technology and Cultural Relations

OVERVIEW

As one of the leading business assoclations in the United States, American-Turkish Council
(ATC) is dedicated to strengthening U.S.-Turkish relations through the promotion of com-
metcial, defense, technology and cultural relations. Its diverse membership includes Fortune
500, US. and Turkish compantes, multinationals, non-profit organizations and individuals with
an interest In U.S,-Turkish relations. Guided by Member interests, ATC strives to enhance the
growing ties between the U.S. and Turkey by initiating and facilitating efforts to increase invest-
ment and trade between the two countries.

GOALS OF AMERICAN TURKISH COUNCIL

¥

To help resolve problems and disputes that affect U.S.-Turkish commercial, defense and
cultural relations.

To encourage trade and investment between the United States and Turkey,

To educate the public and private sectors on the importance of the strategic alliance be-
tween the United States and Turkey.

To increase the understanding and appreciation of the history, culture and traditions of
the United States and Turkey,

To promote awareness of U.S,-Turkish issues.

To facilitate dialogue betweén the government agencies of both Turkey and the United
States and the private sector,

ACTIVITIES
ATC has many different activities that take place throughout the year. These activities range
from cultural to business to governmental affairs.

Annual Conference

An event of enormous value to its Members is the ATC Annual Conference. Held every year
in Washington DC, it incorporates the whole spectrum of US.-Turkish relations, The Confer-
ence program addresses the key issues between the two countries and the region. Participation
is diverse: Members of the U8, Congress and the Turkish Parliament; Ministers and Cabinet
Secretaries; senior U.S, and Turkish military leaders; other senior Administration and Tark-
ish Government officials and political leaders. The Conference also atiracts hundreds of other
participants, including leaders ini interndtional business, investment and the professions from
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Turkey and the United States. The Conference offers up-to-the-minute political and economic
brigfings as well as cultural events. It provides an opportunity for American and Turkish busi-
nessmen and women to develop business contacts and to exchange ideas and information on
strategic issues, product marketing, and selentific topics.

Comimittees

Our ATC Members are also diverse. Their interests and activilies cover a vast range of subjects,
In order to incorporate and make the best use of this diversity, the Council has formed industry
specific committees that actively work on issues pertinent to their own areas, but also cross-
ouf with the interests of the other committees in order to encourage and enhance the business
interests of each Member, The Council’s Standing Committees, which guide its activities, are

as follows: Agribusiness & Food Industries, Banking & Fibance, Cultural Affairs, Defense &
Security Affairs, Construction, Blectric Power, Oil & Gas, and Pharmaceuticals. Ad hoc com-
mittees also exist for Textiles, and Trade & Investment. Corporate members are encouraged to
take part in these work groups.

Congressional Staff Trip

Eacl year, select groups of Congressional Staffers are invited to visit Turkey, an educational trip
that combineés meetings with top-level administration members, NGOs, and visits to some of
the outstanding historical and cultural sights of the country. This trip also gives ATC an op-
portunity to show the achievements of Member companies within Turkey such as power plants,
schools, factories, joint ventures and other businesses,

Publications 8& Web site

The Council has two annual publications, one is the Conference magazine and the other is the
Annual Report. Both of these provide an opportunity for Members to advertise and promote
their activities as well as share their experiences. These publications are distributed to govern-
ment officials of the U.S. and Turkey and also at varicus ATC sponsored workshops.in the
U.S., Turkey and Hurope. The American-Turkish Council’s integrated website provides links to
related sites, as well as Member sites and is the milieu in which interesting articles and related
information about Tarkey and the United States is posted. Members and other interested par-
tles may also use the web sité to advertise their company and/or product,

- Seminars, Workshops & Briefings

Throughout the year, ATC sponsors seminars and workshops in Turkey and the US., as well

as breakfasts, luncheons, dinners and receptions for visiting dignitaries and other Turkish offi-
clals. In Washington, as part of its educational awareness program, ATC organizes brisfings on
current US.-Turkish issues with senior officials in the Executive Branch and members and staff
officials of both Houses In the Congress.
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The Turkish Coalition of America (TCA) is an educational, charitable organization incorpo-
rated in February 2007, Based in the nation’s capital, TCA%s objective is to educate the general
public about Turkey and Turkish Americans and voice their opinion on critical issues to inter-
ested parties.

«  Engage and cultivate a new generation of young Turkish American leaders.

+  Promote and advance the interests of the Turkish Araerican community and Turks.

«  Foster friendship, understanding and cooperation between the United Statesand Turkey.

«  Protect the character and ensure a realistic portrayal of Turkey and Turkish Americans in
the miedia and the arts.

+  Serve asa think tank of expertise and a clearinghouse of information on Turkey and
Americans of Turkish descent.

«  [Identify and recognize the achieveruents of Turkish Americans in academia, arts, business,
education, government, public service and sclence,

In carrying out Its mission, TCA is committed to building coalitions and working with all like

minded organizations, based on shared values and goals, on the local, state and pational levels

in the sponsorship and organization of:

¢ Educational programs on Turkish American issues; Turkish heritage and Turkey.

»  Givic consciousness seminars on issues affecting Turkish Americans and the importance
for Turkish Americans being involved in the political process.

«  Scholarships and internship programs for Tarkish Americans interested in political sci-
ence, public administration and communication.

«  News dissemination about the Turkish American perspective on critical issues and the
activities and achievements of Turkish Americans,

»  Bducational and cultural tours between Turkey and the United States,

»  Sister city relationships between Turkish and American cities.

For further information about TCA you can log on to their web site: www.turkishcoalition.org
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TURKISH CULTURAL FOUNDATION (TCF)

The Turkish Cultural Foundation was established in January 2000 with the mission to suppori
the preservation and promotion of Turkish culture and heritage worldwide, through original
programs and cooperation with like-minded organizations. The Foundation is an U.S. tax-
exernpt public charitable organization supported entirely by private donations.

Since its inception, the Foundation hds provided an endowment for a permanent Turkish
Language Lectureship at the University of Chicago, Middle Eastern Studies Department and
awarded grants {o many leading organizations in the United States and Turkey in support of
their cultural programs.

Last year, the Foundation provided a total of $ 218,000 in grants and pledges in pursuit of
fts mission, and in support of efforts of other civic organizations in the United States and in
Turkey.

In recegnitmn of the importance of preserving Turkish language and culture dmong young
Turkish Americans, the Foundation issued a challenge grant to focal Turkish organizations in
the United States and in Canada to open Turkish community scheols, The Turkish American
Cultural Alfjance of St. Louis (www.tacastlorg), the Turkish American Association of Central
Ohio (www.taaco.org) and the Pittsburgh Turkish American Association (www.ptaa.org) in the
United States and the Turkish Canadian Society in Vancouver (www.vancouverturkishsociety,
orgh, Canada, were awarded grants and opened schools to serve their community’s children,

The Foundation also supports education In Turkey through grants to the Turkish Educational
Foundation (www.tef-usa.org) for scholarships fo needy school children, the Turkish American
Women's Scholarship Fund to support disadvantaged and successful female college students
(www.tawsf.org) and to the American Research Institute in Turkey (ceat.sas. upenn.edu/ARIT)
to create a joint Fellowship Program for research grants to Turkish scholars in the areas of
archeology, the humanities and social sciences. The Turkish Cultural Foundation has also given
a grant to Anatolian Artisans (www.anatolianartisans.org) to organize a workshop on small
business development for female artisans in developing regions of Turkey.

In support of promoting Turkish art and culture in the United States; the Foundation offered

grants to interested organizations to screen a Retrospective of films by the award winning Turk-

ish director, Zeki Demirkubuz In cooperation with the Moon and Stars Project
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(www.moonandstarsproject.org), the Foundation supported the screening of this fitm series
in Tempe, Arizona by the Bosphorus Art Project (www. bosphorusartpw}ecl org) and in Ann
Arbor, Michigan by the Turkish Student Association and the University of Michigan and in
Buffalo, New York by the University at Buffalo. The Foundation also co-sponsored the 2004
Turkish Film Festival in Boston and the screening of a Retrospective of filns by renowned
Tarkish director Nuri Blige Ceylan by the Turkish American Cultural Society of New England
(www tacsne.org). In 2006, the Foundation has awarded a grant to Moon and Stars Project in
support of the 7th Annual New York Turkish Film Festival and for the screening of the Festi-
val's movies in other U.S, cities,

The Foundation also awarded grants to the Turkish Festival in Seattle (www.turkfest.org) and
the 9th Boston Turkish Pestival (www.tacsne.org). The American Turkish Society (www.ameri-
canturkishsociety.org) was also awarded a grant in support of its cultural programs, The Turk-
ish Cultural Foundation has also made a pledge to become the premier Foundation sponsor of
an exhibition on Ottoman Textiles, “Style and Status,” to be held at the Fréer Gallery of Art /
Arthur M. Sackler Gallery of the Smithsonian Institution, Washington, DC in Fall 2006.

In support of creating a better understanding of Turkey among U.S. lawmakers, the Tarkish
Cultural Foundation co-sponsored visits to Turkey by members of the U.S. congressioral staff
prepared by the American Turkish Council (wwwithe-atc.org), The Foundation organizes a
tour of Jstanbul’s historic and cultural sites as part of this program,

In the area of preserving Turkish culture, the Foundation is supporiing the English translation,
publication and U.S, distribution of the novel “Huzur - Peace of Mind® by Ahumet Hamdi Tan-
pinar by Archipelago Books (wwwarchipelagobooks.org) and has commissionad the creation
of a web site dedicated to Turkish Music through thé ages. Bath projects will be conipleted at
the end of this year. '

Also under its preservation and education mission, the Turkish Cultural Foundation is un-
derwriting the work of the Archeological Settlements in Turkey Project (TAY Project, www,
tayproject.org). This Turkish NGO's mission is te record, protect and preserve the cultural and
natural heritage of Turkey by creating a complete documentation of all archaeological sites
starting from prehistoric times, The Foundation commitment to TAY Project stretches over the
next eight years and will cover the creation of an “Tron Age Inventary”

The Foundation also maintains the most visited web site on Turkisl: culture www.turkishcul-
ture.org. Over five hundred ffty thousand visitors from ninety-one countries visited the site. Its
web site, currently undergoing a facelift, is a cornucopia of infornation on Turkish culture and
also works as a gateway to many other sites on Turkish culture, helping to open these resources
to the world. It also feature a Turkish Culture Calendar on the web site, listing events on Turk-
ish culture worldwide.
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THE CONGRESSIONAL CAUCUS, ON US.-TURKISH RELATIONS &

TURKISH AMERICANS

The Congressional Caucus on US.-Turkish Relations and Turkish Americans (The Turkey Gau-
cus) was co-founded by Reps, Robert Wexler (D-FL), Bd Whitfield (R-KY), and Kay Granger
(R-TX) in March 2001, The Turkey Caucus was established in an effort to strengthen US.~
Turkish relations and raise the level of economic, military, cultural and strategic cooperation
between the two NATO allies. As of today, the Tarkey Caucus has 78 members.

Since its inception, there have been more bills and resolutions offered in Congress in support of
Turkish-US. relations than ever before. Among the leglslation sponsored by Caucus menbers
are resolutions commending Turkey for her supportive role in Qperation Enduring Freedom
and a second resclution highlighting Turkey’s cooperation in the war against terrorism. Addi-
tionally, resolutions have been offered commending Turkey for her efforts to implemient tough
economic reforms, recognizing the strong economic relationship between Turkey and the
United States and commemorating Turkey’s abiding relationship with Israel. Finally, resolu-
tions have been offered supporting Turkey's membership in the EU and establishing Qualifying
Industrial Zones {(QIZ trade zones).

The Caucus also increased the number of Meémbers of Congress traveling to Turkey. In 2002,
Reps. Granger and Wexler led the inaugural Caucus delegation to Turkey to meet with Prime
Minister Ecevit, President Sezet, Foreign Minister Cem, as well as other top officials in Ankara.
During this high-level visit, the Caucus delegation focused on strengthening U.S.-Turkish
relations with respect to counter-terrorism, defense, and energy. In addition, they discussed
pressing foreign policy issues regarding Afgharistan, Israeli-Turkish refations, Iraq, the Middle
East, the Balkans, Central Asia, and the Caucasus région,

In March 2003 Congressmen Wexler and Whitfield traveled to Turkey to consult with Turkish
leaders following the vote in Turkish parliament regarding hosting 113, troops. Soon after
their return, the Caucus took a leadership role ins support of the Administration’s $1 billion
assistance to Tarkey to help soften the ecanomic effects ol a war in neighboring Iraq. Efforts to
eliminate the assistance were defeated on the House floor by a vote-of 3 to 1, indicating strong
Congressional support for US.- Turkish relations irrespective of events surrounding Qperation
Iraqi Freedom.

The Caucus has hosted numerous Turkish business and government delegations for briefings,
including then - Undersecrefary of Poreign Affairs Ugur Ziyal, the Turkish U.S. Business Coun-
cil/DEIK executive comimittee, and then - Minister of Foreign Affairs Abdullah Gul, In 2004,
during PM Recep Tayyip Erdogan’s visit to Washington, the Caucus members were able to
meet and discuss issues concerning the relations between the two countries. More recently, the
Caucus has worked with the House Appropriations Committee to restore funding for the Voice
of America Turkish Services. They also helped host a 125th bisthday celebration for Kemal
Ataturk with the Ataturk Soclety of America,

In addition to the activities of the Caucus, Congressmen Whitfield and Wexler founded the
Congressional Study Group on Turkey through the United States Association of Former
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Members of Gongress In 2004. Since 2005 the Turkey Study Group and Former Members
of Congress have visited Turkey numerous times. They also visited the Turkish Republic of
Northern Cyprus in 2005, The two groups hosted several events for visiting Turkish delega-
tions, including a special reception on Capitol Hill honoring Prime Minister Brdogan and his
delegation during his June 2005 visit.

REPRESENTATIVE

Rep. Robert Wexler *
Rep. BEd Whitfield *
Rep, Kay Granget *
Rep. Robert Aderholt
Rep. Spencer Bachus
Rep. Joe Barton

Rep, Gresham Barrett
Rep, Howard Berman
Rep, Chagles Boustany
Rep. Dan Burton

Rep. G K. Putterfield
Rep. Andre Carson
Rep. Steve Chabot

Rep. Ben Chandler
Rep. Howard Coble
Rep. Stephen Cohen
Rep, Tom Cole:

Rep. Bud Ceamer

Rep. Henry Cuellar
Rep. Geoff Davig

Rep. Lincoln Davis
Rep. Norm Dicks

Rep. Lloyd Doggett
Rep. Thelnma Drake
Rep. Phil English

Rep. Bob Etheridge
Rep. Eni Faleomaveaga
Rep, Aleee Hastings
Rep. Jeb Hensurling
Rep. Rush Holt

Rep. Virginld Foxx
Rep. Jessie Tackson, Jr.
Rep. Sheila Jackson Lee
Rep. WiltHam Jefferson
Rep, Bddie Bernice Johnsan
Rep. Tim johnson

Rep. Walter Jones

Rep, Carolyn Kilpatrick
Rep. Randy Kuhl

Rep. Hestia Ros Lehtinen

DISTRICT

D-FL
R-KY
R-TX
R-AL
R-AL
BT
R-SC
D-CA
R-LA
R-IN
D-NC
D-IN
ROH
D-RY
B-NC
D-TN
R-OK
DAL
-TX
R-EY
DTN
D-WA,
DTX
R-VA
R-PA
D-NC
D-Bam
I-F1,
R-TX
D-N]
BNC
D-IL
DTX
LA
BTX
R-IL
R-NC
D-MI
R-INY
R-FL

REPRESENTATIVE

Rep. John Lewis

Rep. Betty McCollum
Rep. Mike McIntyre
Rep. Greg Meeks
Rep. Brad Miller

Rep. Dennls Moare
Rep. Jim: Moran

Rep. John Murtha
Rep. Solomon Ortiz
Rep. Bill Pascrell
Rep. Mike Pence

Rep. Joe Pitls

Rep. Todd Plaits

Rep. Earl Pomeroy
Rep. David Price.
Rep. Adam Putnam
Rep. Nick Rahali
Rep [l Ransstad
Tep. Sibvestre Reyes
Rep. Dutch Ruppersberger
Rep. Jean Selunicdt
Rep. David Scott

Rep. Pete Sessions
Rep. Chiris Shays
Reps Bill Shuster

Rep, Mike Simpson
Rep. ke Skelton

Rep, Cliff Stearns
Rep, Adam Smith
Rep, Tom Tancredo
Rep. Gene Taylor
Rep. John Tanner
Rep, Bennie Thampson
Rep. Edolphus Towns
Rep. Henry Waxman
Rep, Rob Wittman
Rep. Heather Wilson
Rep. Joe Wilson

* Caucus Co-chajrs

RISTRICT

D-GA
D-MN
NG
D-NY
D-NC
TLKS
D-VA
D-PA
D-TX
D-NJ
RIN
R-PA
R-PA
DND
D-NC
R-FL
n-wy
R-MN
D-TX
D-MD
R-OH
D-GA
RBTY
R-CT
R-PA
BTy
D-MO
R-FL
D-WA
R-CO
-MS
TN
D-MS
D-NY
D-CA
RVA
R-NM
R-8C
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BankPozitif makes positive contributions to the finance sector by means of activities which
they perform in the individual, corporate and investment banking areas, Its clear vision
strengthens its position in the banking sector.

Its mission is to be a bank that brings a new dimension to the Turkish sector banking and is
proven exemplary at the international level by means of developing innovative and modern
approaches which help enhance the living and business qualities of its customers.

Ir: five years, BankPozitif afms to be among Turkey’s top. three banks in its sector for profit-
ability, different distribution channels of its offices in Istanbul, Ankara and izmir, it will offer to
more than 500,000 customers its innovative solutions to the financial needs of the Individuals,
It will bie the bank of choice by customers in the sectors it targets because of its high-level risk
management ability, specialized and continuously developing staff, and active use of the latest
technology,

Since its beginning, the core business of BankPozitif has been corporate banking, It renders
services for its customers as a boutique bank. By being strictly committed to the principles of
productivity, effectiveness and effective risk management, BankPozitif presents corporate fi-
nancing services, corporate credits, financial leasing, and project financing, It targets constrac-
tion (material, real cstate, land alocation), marine and transportation (ports), energy, tourisr,
foodstuffs and agricultural products, financial organizations, automotive, entertainment, and
others.

In addition to this, BankPozitif is interested in the privatization of state-owned enterprises and
large performed asset sales, performed openly and transparently (in which there are lots of
national and infernational participants}.

BanlkPozitif takes a positive approach to its customers, endearing to provide banking services
that make the customer’ life easier and solutions that are both appropriate and fullfill expecta-
tions, whether for business, home vehicles, or otherkinds of individual credits.

In line with its extraordinary banking approach, BankPozitif is prepared to visit customers at
any place and time and give information about financial solutions. Its fast and solution-orient-
ed BankPozitif call center is committed to answering all financial questions and responding to
a wide variety of problems as quickly as possible.
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NTF Construction is a Turkish construction company that has worked on a varlety of con-
struction projects. Previous work includes dams and hydroelectric power plants; irrigation and
drainage projects; roads, bridge and tunnel works; earthworks; potable water and waste water
networks; mining and quarry operations; drilling and grouting works; buildings and industrial
plants; urban infrastrocture; aitport; harbour; and natural gas and oil pipelines.

NTF uses state-of-the-art information technology.

NTF Information System is an integrity of the software designed to overcome the difficulties in
controlling the work sites of NTE which are spread over different geographical regions. Owing
to the data processing technologies being intensely used, productivity and speed have been
provided in the fields of production planning, human resources, purchasing, maclhinery, qual-
ity control and accounting.

With the NTFBS software designed and developed completely by NTF personne! for use In
the work sites, it is possible to examine all human resources data, access the data on the daily
production - consumption and operating hours of the machinery and prepare and monitor
daily work site reports.

GPS (Global Positioning System) -Supported Vehicle Monitoring System, whose project,
hardware and software were developed by N'TF personnel and resources, makes it possible to
mofiitor the main production vehicles currently active in the work sites with the heélp of the
location data obtained from GPS satellites, and the data like their posttion, speed, load, etc. are
collected over the radio lines in real time at the main center. This data has provided increased
productivity for the vehicles used in the work sites. Same project won the award at the contest
“New Horizons™ organized by GYIAD (Assoclation of Young Managers and Businessman) in
the year 1997.

Moreover, regular training courses are held on the subjects of installation and upgrade of the
other software used by the departments under full licenge at the center and in the work sites,
in order to increase the activity of the software used. The equipment of NTT Construction
includes 101 machires, 67 trucks, and 35 other vehicles.

To date NTF Construction has worked on projects from the Akképri Dam, to the Pervari Dam
and Pendik Collector.
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TURK AMERIKAN
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TURKISH - AMERICAN
BURINE & ASOCaTIon

TURKISH-AMERICAN BUSINESS ASSOCIATION (TABA)
TABA founded in 1987 is a non-profit organization, headquartered in fstanbul, it has five
branches in Turkey, TABAS membership is over 650 companies.

As the representative of the American Chamber of Commerce in Turkey, TABAS goal is fo en-
hance trade relations between the US.A and Turkey; 1o encourage American investments into
this country; assist members by connecting them with potential strategic partners; help solve
their trade-related issues and contribute to Turkey’s promotion abroad.

In order to accomplish these goals, TABA/AmCham founded several task committees. These

- cornmittees are: Membership; Project Development; Telecommunication & Information
Technology: Energy & Infrastructure; Law & Finance, Publications; Activities & Communica-
tions; Corporate Affairs; Congumer Produets; Intellectual Royalty Rights; Trademarks Defense
Industry; Tourism; Real Estate & Transportation and Investment & Regulations pertalning to
EU eelations.

TABA/AmCham is a member of the Chamber of Comimerce of the U.S.A (COCUS.A), mem-
ber of the Buropean Council of American Chambers of Commerceé (ECACC) and American-
Turkish Couneil (ATC).

http//wwwamcham,org tr
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FRITO LAY IN TURKEY

Having been founded as a Turkish company In 1986, Uzay Food sold 50 % of its shares to
Pepsico after 2 years and Frito Lay was founded as a 100 % Pepsico company in 1993. Today, it
provides employment opportunities for more than 2,400 people through its plants in fzmit and
Tarsus, its head office in Istanbul and sales and distribution network that spans all over Turkey.

Operating in the Turkish market with four international brands iricluding Lay’s, Ruffles, Dor-
itos, and Cheetos, Frito Lay is the leader of savory snacks in Turkey. Since it entered to the
Turkish snack market, Prito Lay Turkey has been growing continuously. Recently, it received
the prestigious PepsiCo Founder’s Award (Donald M. Kendall Award) in 2004 and 2005.

Product Categories

Patato Chips (Lay’s, Ruffles) The world’s number one savory snacks company and the leader in
Turkey, has 2 brands -Lay’s and Ruffles- in the potato chips category. Lay's offers 3 choices:
Classic Potato Chip, Harvest Feast (Yoghurt & Seasonal Vegetables Flavor) and Spices Flavor.
With a selection of satisfying flavors, Rufiles also offers alternative choices such ag Originals -
Ridged Potato Chip, Tat Ketchup Flavor and Maximum - Cheese & Onion Flavor,

Corn Chips (Doritos, A La Turca)

Doritos, Doritos Dippas and A Lé Turca are Frito Layq corn chips. Doritos has 3 choices: Tuco
(Spices Flavor), Nacho (Cheese Flavor) and Hot Corn {(Hot Pepper Flavor), Doritos Dippas was
created for chip lovers who prefer eating chips with sauces. A La Turca provides a fascinating
traditional tastes with its Poppy seed assortment,

Corn Snacks (Cheetos, Cerezza)

With its wide product range suitable for all age groups, Frito Lay has two corn snack brands,
Cheetos and Cerezza, Cheetos, produced from 100% corn semolina with vegetable oil and oven
baked hasan indispensable taste with its Cheese, Peanut, Ketchup, Steak, Twisted, Thunder,
Crispy Cheese & Thunder and Mini Cheetos varieties.

Plants and Warehouses

Frito Lay Turkey has a large distribution network all around the country with 200 distributors
and a sales force of more than 1,006 people. Delicious and appetizing snacks are produced in
Frito Lay’s two plants in Suadiye Kocaeli and Tarsus. Frito Lay reaches all of Turkey with

its distribution system and continues growing through marketing activities with its products
sultable for all age groups. Frito Lay keeps its leadership in the potata chips market with Lay's
and Ruffles, in the corn chips market with Doritos and A La Turca and corn snacks with Chee-
tos and Cerezza.
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TURKEY IN 2008: THE U.S,, THE EU AND THE FUTURE

Following the collapse of the Ottoman Empire, Mustafa Kemal Atatiirk (1881-1938), known
also as ATATURK, “Father of the Turks,” founded the Republic of Turkey in 1923, The Re-
public was founded upon secular democratic principles, but has suffered recurrent periods of
political instability and intermittent military coups that disrupted its democratic development.
Turkey became 2 member of the UN in 1945, NATO in 1952, an associate member of the Euro-
péan Community in 1964, and began the process for accession into the EU in 2005,

Turkey’s population is approximately 72 million people. It is one of the largest countries in
Europe and the Middie East. A quarter of the population is under 15 years of age, 69% is of
working age, and its median age is 29. Ethnically diverse, Kurds are thought to constitute about
20% of the population with concentration in the Southeast and Istanbul.

Turkey endured an economic depression and collapse of its banking sector in 2000-2001. In
the past five years, however, it has enjoyed political stability and strong economic growth. Its
GDP grew 8.9% in 2004, 5% in 2005, 6.1% in 2006, and 5% in 2007, Itis expected to grow at
a rate of 4.5% in 2008, The Turkish Lira, which depreciated at an alarming pace through the
1990s, has been remarkably steady for the past four years.

Diverse challenges, a rich history and geopolitical fate give Turkey a commanding regional
role that can be projected well into the future, Ttis in fact located in 2 prime intersection of
culture, political power, influence, and commerce. Turkey has big dreams to use its position to
integrate into the European Union and once again became a nation of regional influence and
global vitality,

Economic Picture

Turkey’s macroeconomic picture has improved dramatically over the past five years, Growth

in GIIP has averaged 6,9%. Inflation was brought to single digits. Foreign direct investment
blossomed to more than $21 billion in 2007. Privatization of state-owned enterprises moved
forward at a rapid pace. Economic reforms required for accession to the European Union

have led to tightening fisca! policy, loreign divect investment flows, and investor confidence,
The Turkish Lira was revalued in 2005 and has held remarkably stable, but a recent spike in
inflation rates cause concein among investors, Foreign currency is getting harder to come by,
especially with the end of the IMF oversight in May, drastically decreasing foreign direct capital
inflows. In 2008 we are seeing a slow down in GDP growth and in investments.

The growth in Turkish exports in 2008 has been dramatle, but so too has been the growth of
imports led by imported and more expensive oil and gas. When combined with a decline in
foreign investment in privatized state-owned enterprises, Turkey’s negative current account has
steadily deteriorated in 2008. Turkey’s econiomy can be expected to remain strong in the future
by turning to micro-economic reforms that will benefit its strong manufacturing base and
small and medium enterprises. Its increasingly market-oriented economy is in a prime loca-
tion for lternational commerce and its economy has grown in ways that tie it ever closer to the
EU. Domestically and around the world Turkey is regarded as important for its role as an
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energy transportation hub and thus as a leader in the energy sector, With its economy, now
17th largest in the world, Turkey is expected to be one of the world’s ten largest economies
within the next fifteen years. Membership in the EU would further promote economic prog-
ress.

U.S.-Turkish Relations

Despite difficulties that commenced with the Iraq invasion in the spring of 2003, the US, and
Twrkey have recognized that they are each others indispensable ally and preserved the core of
thelr relationship through common goals and shared values,

Inn 1947 the Marshall Plan initiated a tight US.-Turkey relationship as Europe was rebuilt

after World War IL. Five years later Turkey and the U.S. became allies through membership

in NATO, This strong security partnership was solidified with Turkey'’s dedication of armed
forces to halt the spread of Communism, Including a remarkable reputation for valor earned in
the Korean War.

Throughout the Cold War, Turkey acted as the southern flank protéctor of Western interests
against the Soviet Union. With the collapse of the Soviet Union, Turkey's role changed, endur-
ing a period of uncertainty but emerging in the 21st Century no less strategically important
thau it had been for the previous 50 years. Terrorism, religlous and cultuzal clashes, Persian
Gulf and Middle Bast conflicts, energy security, the potential for a nuclear armed Iran, ard the
alarming spread of Islamic fundamentalism have all placed Turkey and its regional position
front and center.

Three issues became major irritants in the U.S.-Turkey relationship over the past five years: the
Iraq invasion, dealing with PKK terrorism, and congressional flirtation with a resolution that
ascribes to Turkey the erime of “genocide” for the Ottoman Empire’s handling of the Armenian
rebellion nearly a century ago. The first two issues have been satisfactory managed; the third
looms as a genuine flashpoint for the future.

Turkey surprised and disappointed the U.S. with its rejection in March 2003 of US. plans for
a northern front in Traq to be opened by transiting U.S. troops inte Northern Irag through
Turkey, When Baghdad fell and Northern Tragi Kurds appeared to emerge as the dominant
post-Sadam players, Turkey feared that Iraq would disintegrate and an independent Kurdis-
tan emerge. This was thought to be cataclysmic for Turkey’s own territorial integrity and Its
struggle against the PKK and Kurdish independence,

Nonetheless, Turkey continued to permit massive amounts of war materiel and logistic sup-
port to transit Turkey to U.S. and coalition forces fighting in Iraq. Today, upwards of 75% of
airborne re-supply for the Traq war trangits Turkey and 100% of the refueling for air operations
in both Iraq and Afghanistan stage through Incirlik Alr Base. Turkey has been reassured with
the evalving federal structure for Iraq’s govemment and has participated in extensive training
of Iraq’s politicians, bureaucrats and police, as well as large swaths of reconstruction,
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Rising unpopularity for America among Turks was fueled by the perception that Americas oc-
cupation of Iraq provided a northern Iraq safe haven for PKK terrorists. A dramatic up-tick in
PKK cross border violence in late 2007 led Prime Minister Erdogan to seek an urgent meeting
in November with President Bush. The agreement to provide Turkey “actionable intelligence”
on the PKI and President Busl's pronouncement of the PKK as a ‘common enemy” have
resolved this irritant, Likewise, the unexpected success of the Administration in getting mem-
bers of the House to withdraw their support for the Armenian “genocide” resolution removed
that issue from the bilateral agenda for the present,

As a result of successfully managing these three issues, U.S.-Turkey relations are the best today
that they have been at uny time ip the past five years. '

Turkey and the European Union

Although EU-oriented reforms dropped off during the 2007 election year and were slow to
resume, they are now once again an active part of the Turkish Governments political and eco-
nomic agenda, Successful integration into the BU would greatly benefit Turkey and will see its
continued development and progression 1o a prosperous democratic society. Asa secular de-
mocracy within a Muslim sociely, it faces challenges balancing social and political issues. The
Justice and Development Party (AKP) members, President Abdullah Gul and Prime Minister
Recep Tayyip Erdogan, Have reaffirmed the country's cammitment to this goal. Turkey’s social
maturity s evident in their willingness to accept EU-mandated reforms, and has improved its
economy, political and social position to meet these reforms.

Turkey is ina prime Iocation for commerce and influencing regional international rela-

tions. Its economy has grown to be the 17th Targest in the world, larger than many EU states.
Turkey has a young population with good work éthic and rapidly developing skills in modern
technologies. Bager today to find employment and be prosperous, it is a labor force that will
be desperately needed in the future by many European states. As a Demaocratic State with a
ragjority Muslim population, Turkey can become not only a geopelitical bridge, but a cultural
and political bridge between the EU and the Middle East and a prime example of @ prosperous,
democratic, yet dominantly Muslim, society,

Turkey’s path to EU membership is far from certain. More than any previous aspirant, Turkey
is being asked to jump over ever-changing political hurdles in its pursuit of EU membership:
Cyprus, Armenian genocide, the Kurdish problem, domestic reform, and freedom of expres-
sion are but some of the problems that Turkey must address before becoming a member. To
date, Turkey has managed to close but oné chapter of the 35 necessary for membership. Eight
chapters were suspended at the insistence of France and Cyprus. All of this amounts to a long
and tremulous process of setbacks and achievements undoubtedly extending the time frame for
accession of Turkey. At the same time, the BU hag itself suffered from indecisions and misdirec-
tion, leading many Turks to question whether the EU can ever be 4 successful destination for
Turkey.
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Afghanistan

Turkey was the first Muslim country to actively pursue the Taliban by sending troops to
Afghanistan. Turkey assisted in training the Afghan military and supporters of humanitarian
aid, and Turks authorized the transit of US. aircraft and war materiel destined for Afghanistan
through Turkey's Incirlik Alr Base. Turkey has been an active participant in “Operation Endur-
ing Freedom’, twice commanding the International Security Assistance Force (ISAE). Efforts
made to build infrastructure and promote peace in Afghanistan have engaged Turkish troops
and the private sector in infrastructure development and delivery of humanitarian aid. Turkey
faces a constant struggle with its own population over their demands for priority in oppos-

ing PKK terrorism before assisting its allies in Afghanistan, Nonetheless, this year Turkey has
doubled ifs humanitarian assistance pledge and increased foreign direct investment projects by
Turkish firms,

Kurds in Turkey

Kurdish ethniclty accounts for nearly 20% of the total Turkish population. Individually, Kurds
have been denied recognition of their unique ethnicity, language, books, radio and television,
music and other caltural manifestations. In recent years, however, these rights have increasing-
ly been improved with help from EU mandates and strong representation of Kurds within the
Turkish government., Recent laws now permit Kurdish language broadcasts and magazines and
newspapers. Kurdish is still not permitted to be written ér poken in government or in publicly
supported education, Great economic disparity is also apparent when comparing the poverty
of the Southeast with the burgeoning economies of Western ’I‘urkay.

Kurdish terrovist group, the PKK; has been taking a huge toll in Turkey, particularly the
Southeast. For more than three decades, Turkey has looked to the U.S. and the international
community for support against the PKK, but that support has rarely been provided. Recently,
the United States becarne much more active against the PKK providing “actionable” intelligence
information to Turkey about PKK whereabouts and actions in Northern Iraq. President Bush
named the PKK “an enemy of Tutkey, an enemy of Iraq, and therefore an enemy of the United
States” The United States has also encouraged Iragi Kurdigh authorities to work more closely
with Turkey against the PKIC. This too appears to have positive effect. Turkey's own Kurd-
ish population has shown that it is not primarily interested in an independent Kurdish state.
Kurds in Turkey look forward to Turkish accession to the BU asa path for increased freedoms
and economic success for their people within Turkey.

Cyptus

The election of a new Cypriot President, Dimitris Christofizs, in February 2008 has opened

the best opportunity since the fallure of the Annan Plan in 2004 for the Cyprus dispute to be
settled. Turkey encourages the resumed negotiation between Greek-and Tuikish Cypriots un-
der the auspices of the UN, In a colossal diplomatic blunder, the EU granted Cyprus member-
ship in the EU, and European Union rights to Greek Cypriots only, even though Greek Cypriots
rejected the Annon Plan, By such action, the EU assured no progress for the next four years
under former Presidént Papadopoulos. In the meantime, Turkish troops remained in place,
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Turkish Cypriots remained isolated, and progress on EU membership for Turkey became a hos-
tage to the Greek Cypriots and a Cyprus solution.

Greece

Remarkable progress has been made in Greece-Turkey relations since the tragedies of dual
earthquakes in Turkey and Greece in 1999, Disputes over ownership of islets and areas in the
Aegean, treatment of each country’s minority populations, and recurrent military tensions are
increasingly rare. Greece supports Turkey's membership in the European Union. Exchanges of
high level visits have taken place. Matters such as the reopening of the Halki Seminary remain
to be resolved.

Global Relations

Increasingly, Turkey sees a role for itself beyond its regional influences. For example, in Africa
Turkey's historical, cultural, and economic interests are paving the way to increased relations in
sub-Saharan Africa, opening 15 new embassies, a robust growth of bilateral commerce, and a
partnership with the African Union. Turkey has contributed humanitarian aid projects paral-
leling U.S. strategic aid projects in Lebanon, the West Bank, and Palestine,

The Balkans

The Balkans continue to have a special relationship with Turkey because of their historical con-
nections to the Ottoman Empire, and because they are close neighbors with mutual economic
and political growth prospects and accession into the EU, These countries generally are ben-
efiting from increased commercial and humanitarian ties with Turkey and mutual member-
ships in NATO, Croatia is also an aspiring state for EU membership and is progressing toward
that objective much more quickly than Turkey. Turkey and the Balkan States are working
toward co-opération in energy supply and building infrastructure to support energy networks
to Earope.

The Cancasus

Turkey cooperates closely with Azerbaijan and Georgia on the elimination of terrorism, human
trafficking, and drug smuggling, and development of commercial projects. A fundamental
piece of Burope’s energy security puzzle was put in place when Turkey, Azerbaijan, and Georgia
opened the Baku-Thlisi-Ceylan pipeline on July 15, 2006. Commercial projects in the region
have been fostered in conjunction with many international finance and trade organizations in-
cluding the Export-Import Bank of the United States, the U.S, Trade and Development Agency
(TDA), and the Overseas Private Investment Corporation (OPIC). Turkey has the support of
the U8, in its efforts to reduce tensions in the region through “Operation Black Sea Harmony”
i conjunction with NATO's Operation Active Endeavor, In the midst of the Armenian issue is
the U.S. Congress, Turkey will not normalize its relations with Armenta or open its land bor-
der with Armenia unless Armenias long-standing occupation of 20% of Azerbaijani territory in
Nagorno Karabagh comes to an end. Turkey’s dispute with Armenia over Armenia’s occupa-
tion of vast tracts of Azerbaijan and the efforts to brand Turkey for the crime of genocide for
Its treatment of Armenians at the end of World War I and the collapse of the Ottoman Empire
remain a major troublé spot,
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Eurasia

When the Soviet Empire collapsed in 1991, Turkey was the first country to recognize the inde-
pendence of Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Turkmenistan, Tajikistan, Uzbekistan belleving (mistak-
enly) that 2 commeon linguistic and cultural heritage would result in all five looking to Turkey
for leadership and encouragement. While Turkey’s political and cultural gambit fatled, its com-
mercial penetration of markets throughout the “Stans” succeeded. Today, Turkish clothing,
food, all variety of manufactured goods and construction can be found through Burasia, and
Turkey is a major transit hub for Eurasian energy exports to Turkey and Western Eurapeé,

General

Population 71,892,807
Population growth 1.013%

Life expectancy at birth 73.14 years
GDP (ppp) $888 billion
GDP pet capita (ppp) $12,900
Real GDP Growth 5%
Inflation 8.5%
Unemployment 9.9%

Statistics obtained from The Warld Factbook, July 7,2008:
httpy//www.ciagov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/tu html
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TURKISH ECONOMY BRIEF

July 9th 2008

From the Economist Intelligence Unit
Source: Country Porecast

Qutlook for 2008-09

The Economist Intelligence Unit expects the Constitutional Court to close the Justice and
Development Party (AKP) and ban leading members, including the prime minister, Recep
Tayyip Erdoian, from membership of any party.

If this happens, we expect the party to re-form under a new name and remain in govern-
ment. Most of the banned members will be able stand 4s independents in by-elections or
posaibly a general election in late 2008 or early 2009,

We expect that Turkey's EU accession bid and economic reform will remain the govern-
ment's main priorities, but progress will be slow.

Tensions with the military may hinder the government’s ability to engage fully in efforts to
resolve the division of Cyprus. '

The government has not signed another IMF stand-by accord, However, post-programme
monitoring and the option of 2 precautionary stand-by agreement at a later stage should
help to maintain investor confidence,

Owing to the continued rise in inflation, we expect the Central Bank of Turkey lo keep
monetary policy tight and only start to cut interest rates again in 2009.

Owing to high inflation and interest rate increases we expect GDP growth to slow from
6.6% in the first quarter of 2008 Lo average 4-4.5% a year in 2008-09.

Monthly Review

On June 5th Turkey’s Constitutional Court annulled the constitutional amendments
passed by the AKP and part of the opposition; which had allowed female students to wear
Islamic-style headscarves in universities.

On June 16th the AKP submitted its written defence in the closure case against the ruling
party. The AKP is accused of being a focus of anti-secular activity.

During a visit to Diyarbakar in the predominantly Kurdish inhabited south-east of Turkey,
Mr. Erdogian announced a South-east Anatolia Project (GAP) Action Plan to complete the
GAP plan, which began in the 1980z, by 2012.

With conswmer price inflation at 10.7% in May and rising, the Monetary Policy Commit-
tee of the Central Bank decided on June 16th to raise interest rates by 50 basis points for
the second mmonth In succession.

GDP growth accelerated to 6.6% In the first quarter of 2008, from 3.4% in the second

half of 2007, Recent indicators suggest that economic activity was sluggish in the second
quarter of 2008 and will remain so in the third,

Following a bout of weakness in March and early April the lira recovered and re-

mained broadly stable in late May and June. On June 26th the lira was trading at about
YTLL22:U.5.81 and YTLL9M%EL,

http:/fwwiveconomist.com/conntries/Turkey/profile.cimifolder=Profile-Forecast Aceessed July 16, 2008,
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ECONOMIC LOSSES FROM CHAOTIC POLITICAL CLIMATE GROWING,
SAYS MINISTER

Extracted from July 8, 2008; TODAY'S ZAMAN WITH WIRES ANKARA,

The cost of the political uncertainty steraming from a closure case against the ruling Justice and Devel-
opment Party (AR Party) and an investigation inte the Ergenekon tervorist organization is climbing,
Economy Minister Mehmet $imgek has gaid, noting that the Turldsh Treasury has thus far sustalned a loss
of YTL 20 billion,

Speaking to the Anatolla news agency yesterday, the minister acknowledged that the econormy s being
shaken by global developments such as soaring enérgy prices, a liquidity squeeze and the US, sub prime
mortgage crisis, but said political uncertainties on the domestic front are causing more dantage to the
Turkish gconomy.

“What we and many national and foreign experts think Is that if there had been 1o political uncertainty In
Turkey, it would have been among the countries least affected by the global erisis because our economy was
already in s period of normalization,” the minister stated,

Despite all these adverse developments in the domestic political sphere, the government did not lose fociis
on steering the economy and continued structural reforms to achieve a sustainable growth rate in the
ntedium and long terms, he noted,

Still, interest ratis have increased by 5.5 percentage points o 22.5 pereent since the clostire case filed
against the AK Party in March, which, he said, represents o sharp rise, “So, the political uncertainty, to-
gether with an upsurge in risk premiums and interest rates, has caused YT 20 billion of edditional burden
for the Treasury,” he stated, adding, “Turkey does not deserve this crisis”

The minister pointed to the losses of companies whose stocks are traded on the Istanbul Stock Exchange
(IMKB) as another result of the political turbulence, He stared that the total losses in the market capltaliza-
tion of these companies have exceeded $80 billion, More has beén lost with the huge outflows of foreign
capital from financial markets, the slowdown in foreign divect investment (FI31) and a eantraction in
consumption, he added,

A more serfous upshot of the troubles in the political arena is yet to arrive, the minister predicted, stating
that the economy may stop growing at the expected rate. The economy recorded 6.6 percent growth in the
first quarter due to a stronger manufacturing industey; higher consumption and investment expenditures,
he noted. However, he said he was not optimistic about the second guarter ag the effects of the political
disruptions wilt be seen more markedly in the Bgures of that period. '

ROBIDER pleads for stability

Small and Medium Sized Enterprises (KOBIDER) Chairman Nurettin Ozgeng has complaingd about the
uncertainty in the political avens, saying that it caused a sharp downward trend in demand that is crippling
production. Turkey's top priority is the economy, and the economy

can only grow when there is stability, he emplwasized, adding that “democracy spreads to the masses only in
economically developed countries?

Speaking to the Anatolia news agency, Ozgeng clalmed that political arabiguities are always secompanied
by a contraction in demand as households are deterred from spending their disposable incomes with a
propensity to save more. He warned that political actors must be more caveftil in their steps for the sake of
protecting the peaceful environment that the ecanomy’s actors need to run the wheels of production.
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THE DEFENSE AND SECURITY APFAIRS PERSPECTIVE ON
U.S.-TURKEY BILATERAL RELATIONS IN MID-2008

Bilateral Relations

Overall, US.-Turkey relations are in better shape now than they have been in five years. This is
due to several key developments: U.S. support for Turkey’s owrt war on terror through provi-
sion of “actionable intelligence” that back-stops Turkish attacks on the PKK in Northern Irag;
successful side-tracking of the Armenian Genocide resolution in the U.S. House of Representa-
tives; and the continued significant partnership of Turkey in the global war on terror in Irag

and Afghanistan,

As an outcome of Prime Minister Erdogan’s November 2007 meeting with President Bush

and President Bushs identification of the PKK as a “common enemy,” the U.S. military agreed
to provide real-time intelligence to the Turkish military. The Turkish military has success-

fully used this intelligence to pursue PKK cross-border in Northern Iraq. Immediately after

the Erdogan-Bush meeting, 2 high-profile round of airstrikes was mounted against the PKK

in Northern Irag, followed by ground attacks employing UAVSs acquired from Israel as well

as Turkish ground troops. The operations were successful and showed Turkey's ability to use
precision-guided munitions effectively agaimst PKX targets with truly minimal collateral dam-
ages. The “actionable intelligence” delivered by the US. is playing a crucial role in the success of
the military operations.

Despite approval by the House Poreign Affairs Conmittee, 2 resolution that would have adopt-
ed the term “genocide” to describe the Ottoman-Armenian massacres of 93 years ago, was not -
successful in passing in 2007 by the U.S. House of Répresentatives. House Speaker Nancy Pelosi
supported the resolution, calling it “one that is consistenit with what our government has always
said about...what happened at that time?” President Bush disagreed, saying “one thing Congress
should not be doing is sorting out the historical record of the Dttoman Empire” Elght past
Secretaries of State and three past Secretaries of Defense shared this viewpoint. Thanks o ener-
getic efforts of the Administration and intense lobbying by the Government of Tutkey, support
for the resolution evaporated at the last moment, with several of Speaker Pelosi’s leadership
team urging her to withdraw the Resolution from the floor. Had this résolution corme to a vote
and passed, it would seriously have harmed relations between the ULS, and Turkey and out-
raged the Turkish public who would surely have demanded retribution of some form harmful
to the U.S, war in Iraq. Should a simifar or the same resolution reappear in 2009, it will again
be a major threat to vital U.S.-Turkish commiercial and defense interests. For example, Turkey’s
response to passage could well be to Hmit future TS, access to Incirlik Airbase inslde Turkey, a
key logistical support base into and out of [rag and Afghanistan.

Allowing the United States to use this airbase near Iraq continues to be Turkey’s strongest
commitment to the global war on terror, Indeed, this is a continuation the US.-Turkey military
partnership that supported the 1991 Gulf War, Operation Provide Comfort, and Operation
Northern Walch, an derial patrol of Northern Iraq that shielded the Iraqi Kurds from Saddam
Hussein from 1997-2003. Turkey also supports through Incirlik the logistics of U.S, operations
in Afghanistan. As a member of NATQ, Turkish troops are part of the ISAF and Turkey has
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THE DEPENSE AND SECURITY AFFAIRS PERSPECTIVE ON
U.S.-TURKEY BILATERAL RELATIONS IN MID-2008 ctd.

twice commanded ISAF for six-month rofational tours. Turks have also been very successful
assistance partners in Afghanistan, building schools, providing humanitarian assistance, and
training Afghani police,

Inside Turkey

Although not directly related to the relationship between the US. and Turkey, a few recent
events crucial to the understanding of the domestic situation in Turkey are worthy of mention,
‘The AX Farly and Government have had a tension-filled relationship with the Turkish military
ever since the 2002 parliamentary elections. The military issued a statement in April 2007
expressing disapproval of the government’s choice of Foreign Minister Giil to become Turkey's
next President in what has been popularly referred to as an “e-coup” The military’s memoran-
dum and a subsequent ruling by the Constitutional Court prompted the Government to call
snap elections in July 2007 in whith the AK Party was overwhelmingly preferred to continue as
Government.

In separate cases in 2008, Turkey’s ruling AK Party and Prime Midister Erdofan face charges
relating to the undermining of secularism, charges which could result in the AK Party’s aboli-
tion and i Erdofan’s being batred from politics (along with several other leaders of the AK .
Party). Por its part, the AK Party has mounted an aggressive criminal investigation of retired
military officers and othérs for allegedly planning assassination of prominent liberals and a
presumed military takeover in 2009, This included in early July two ex-generals, one of the only
instances of flag-grade military officers being arrested in Turkey’s history.

Since the inception of the Republic, the military - which led coups that displaced popularly
elected governments in 1960, 1971, and 1980 ~ has been seen as the guardian of secularism

in Turkey. It continues to be held in high respect by the Turkish public. The current AK Party
Government, despite achieving another majority In Parllament by winning 47% of the vote in
the 2007 general election, is not secular enougl: for the military's taste and now finds itself un-
der investigation by the Constitutional Court. Many inside and outside Turkey believe that the
Party will be disbanded and Prime Minister Erdogan banned from politics, However, it is not
possible at this point ta predict the outcome, Should the AK Party be disbanded and Erdogan
barred from politics, it is not clear just how this would affect Tarkey's political stability and
economic progress—but it wouldn't be positive.

The criminal investigation of retired military officers and others for allegedly planning assas-
sination of prominent liberals and a presumed military takeover in 2009 (referred to in the
media as the Ergenekon case or conspiracy), became public in January 2008, when 33 people,
including seme military members, were arrested. The Ergenekon case started after the dis-
covery of 27 hiand grenades on June 12, 2007 in a shaaty house officer in Istanbul’s Umraniye
district that belonged to a retired noncommissioned officer. On July 1, 2008, two ex-generals
were arrested and a total of 86 individuals indicted. This led to speculation that the arrests were
possibly revenge for the otherwise unrelated AK Party closure case, According to leaked
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THE DEFENSE AND SECURITY AFFAIRS PERSPECTIVE ON
US.-TURKEY BILATERAL RELATIONS IN MI-2008 ctd.

information from the investigators, the ultra-nationalist Brgenekon operation was allegedly
plotting to assassinate more high-profile liberal intellectuals, including a winner of the Nobel
Prize, in an attempt to destabilize the nation and hurt Turkey’s progress towards joining the
EU. If assassinations had been. carried out, it is alleged the military was planning to seize power
in Turkey in 4 moment of confusion, terror, and destabilization. At the time of this writing, no
formal indictment had been announced regarding any of those arrested in confection with this
case.

The Turkish-U.S. Defense Industry Cooperation

The bitateral defense relationship between the U.S. and Turkey is a nutually beneficial relation-
ship which has existed for over sixty years and has enhanced the national security of both
countries as well as peace within Europe. Especially in recent years, Turkey's approach to
defense industry cooperation has been driven by two complementary aspirations, the need for
the most modern and eflective defense technology, which is often acquired by partnerships
between the Turkish military (TSK) and foreign governments or businesses (incladin g many
in the U.8.), and Turkey's desire to become technologically self-sufficient, ultimately achieving
its own indigenous defense industry driven by the most up-to-date Turkish defense companies.
Spearheading this effort is the Undersecretariat for Defense Industries (SSM), Turkey’s military
procurement agency. The SSM attempts to strike 4 balance between the short and long-term by
encouraging immediate acquisition of military technologies while fostering Turkish innova-
tion and self-sufficiency. In 2006, Turkey exported $352 million worth of arms and bought

$1.7 billion for its own use. The International Cooperation Department of SSM is responsible
for the research of potential international project opportunities under the Director of Bilateral
Gooperation and the Director of Multilateral Cooperation.

Turkey’s military is moving in the direction of 4 leaner, more modern force. Turkey plans to
reduce the averall number of troaps by twenty to thirty percent and to increase their level of
speciallzation. TSK and SSM run a tight ship, a very strong conventional-weapans operation of
armor, aviation (planes, helicapters, and UAVs), missiles, and naval forces.

Turkey intends to remain the strongest aviation power in the region. One of eleven countries
in the Joint Strike Fighter project, in which the U.S, plays the leading role, Turkey plans to buy
100 JSF-35 planes for a cost of $11 billion to replace its aging fleet made up of F-ds and F-16s,
Turkey has used Israeli-built UAVs in succéssful attacks in Northern Iraq against the PKK, but
the business situation witl Israeli Aircraft Tndustries (TAD) has frustrateed Turkey, which s now
developing its own UAV prototypes.

U.S. Government and businesses have supplied defense products to Turkey for many years
beginning in 1947 with the Marshall Plan. Sales stalled following Turkey's invasion of Cyprus
in 1974 and the imposition of the U.S. arms embargo, Sales stalled again in 1995 and 1997 after
reports of U.S,-made weapons being used in committing war crimes against Kurdish communi-
ties in Turkey's Southeast. Yel droughts of (.S, arms flows to Turkey have many times led to
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Turkish innovation. Trading with the ULS. (the world’s leading exporter of defense technology)
s, in some respects, more appealing to Turkey than dealing with Russia or South Korea. In any
case, foreign relations between Turkey and any defense partner are burdened by external issues
sucl: as the Armenian genocide debates, interoperability with NATQ, and the humanitarian
situation of the Palestinians or Kurds, and thus become extremely complicated business ven-
tures. Nonetheless, the SSM and TSK are moving Turkey in the direction of improved military
capabilities. Reliable American technologies, especially those effective in fighting the PKK in
Northern Iraq and in the Southeast, are still very attractive to the Turkish military.

Concinsion

Although it is impossible to predict how Tarkey’s domestic political situation will play out
over the next few months, it is likely that Turkey’s secular democratic government and its close
ties with the West—particularly including the United States—will remain in place, The one
predictable exception to this scenario is if the U8, Congress passes an “Armenian Genocide
Resalution” As has already been mentioned, this action would certainly have an immediate
and extremely detrimental effect on U.S.-Turkey relations in every arena, particutady includ-
ing commercial ties and security cooperation. Regardless of what else happens, Turkey will
remaint important globally and regionally. It will also remain an important market for defense
technology acquisition/development, even as it continues to plice increased emphasis on 4
more balanced model of defense Industry cooperation. For these reasons, a strong U.S.~Turkey
relationship, based on mutual respect of each other’s soverelgnty and tlose cooperation in all
ficlds, should be a vital component of ULS, foreign policy, as designed through careful coopera-
tion between the Executive and the Legislative branches of our government,
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_ Congresslonal Record
_ Vol. 152 WASHINGTON, TUESDAY, MAY 16, 2006 No. 60
PROCEEDINGS AND DEBATES OF THE 109th CONGRESS, SECOND SESSION

Patara: The Qrigins of American Democracy,
1800 Years and 7000 Miles Away
(House of Representatives - May 16, 2006)
HON. CLIFF STEARNS
OFFLORIDA
INTHEHOUS.E OF REPRESENTATIVES

Mr. STEARNS: Mr. Speaker, the city of Patara in Turkey sports a fantastic beach that sprawls
for more than 11 miles, It recently rated number one on the London Sunday Times’ list of the
world’s best beaches. But Patara is worth our attention for more then sand and susf. An ar-
cheological team led by Akdeniz University Professors Fahri Isik and Havva Iskan Isik recently
unearthed an ancient parliament bullding in Patara -- the meeting place of the first federal-
republic in recarded human history. The building, called the Bouleuterion, housed at least
twenty-three city-states of the Lycian League, which existed along the Mediterranean coast of
Turkey from about 167 BC until 400 AD. -

The Lycian League’s republican governing system, utilizing proportional representation, was
unparalleled in the ancient world, and fascinated the pioneering philosophers of the Enlighten-
ment, particularly Montesquieu. Depending on the size of the member cifies, each elected one,
two or three representatives to the Lycian parliament, When ¢ities were too small, two or three
banded together to share one representative vote, The six largest cities in the League had the
right to three votes. The parliament elected a president; called the “Lyciarch,” which at various
times served as the League’s religious, military, and political leader. Although it is contested,
there Is evidence to suggest that women could be and in fact were Ly¢iarch.

In Book IX of Montesquicu’s Spirit of the Laws, after charting the highs and lows of the earliest
republics, he stresses the utility of a confederacy, He cites the Lycian League as an example: “It

is unlikely that states that associate will be of the same size and have equal power, ... If one had
to propose & model of a fine federal republic, I would choose the republic of Lycial

Montesquiew’s interest In the Lycian way of government would prove central to our founding.
Thanks to his'writings, in the debates about our own Constitution, Alexander Hamilton and
James Madison cited the Lycian League as a model for our own system of government.

As well, in literal linkage, the semi-¢ircular configuration of seats in this House of Representa-
tives is exactly the same seating arrangement as in the Boulenterion in Patara. The Bouleu-
terion’s throne-like perch, where the elected Lyciarch sat, is much the same as the seat of the
Speaker of the House of Representatives,

On June 30, 1787, at the Constitutional Convention in Philadelphia, James Madison appealed
te the delegates’ understanding of the Lyciah League, The Convention had just rejected the
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“New Jersey Plan', wluch called for s rather modest revision of our nation’s first constitutional
framework, the failed Articles of Confederation. The delegates resolved to come up with a new
constitution, but had few notions in common of how it should proceed.

A delegate from Connecticut, Oliver Ellsworth, had just finished arguing for the Articles of
Confederation’s principle that every state should be equal in the national arena. He specifi-
cally asked, “Where Is or was a confederation ever formed, where equality of voices was not a
fundamental principle?” James Madison repled that the Lycian League was different, according
representation in reflection of actual size. His Virginia plan provided for a bicameral legisla-
ture, with both houses’ representation based on states’ population. He eventually had to accept
a compromise; with a people’s house of proportional representation, our House of Representa-
tives, in tandem with a Senate of equal state representation.

Hamilton and Madison also cited the Lycian League in defense of representative democracy.
While direct rule usually resulted in either tyranny or anarchy, the two founders felt that dele-
gation of authority to elected representatives would allow the government to function properly.

The ideas and debates of our founding fathers may seem archaic to our modern times, but we
face questions of federalism every day in this Congress. A federalist system of government
divides power between a central authority (the federal government) and constituent political
units (the states and localities), The delineation of that pawer comes into question particularly
often on the Energy & Commerce Committee, of which I am1 a Subcoramittee Chairman,
whether we are debating the proper authority over electricity transmission across state lines,
the regulation of hazardous waste, or the transmission of information through our telecommiu-
nications infrastructure,

Meanwhile, whether we are helping Traq and other Middle Bastern countries develop represen-
tative democratic systems, or providing advice to the burgeaning demacracies of post-Soviet
Eastern Burope, we effectively reenact the Constitutional Convention’s debates about the Lycian
League and the natare of detmocracy around the world. We are doing what we can to help
spread freedom and democracy, in our own image. Unfortunately, while it is relatively easy to
coneeive of the best model of government - as our founding fathers did, and Montesquieu

did before them -- the diversity of the real world, in geography, ethnici city, religion, and history,
makes applying that best model quite difficult in practice,

The British archeologist George Bean highlighted some of the unique features of the Lycian
League -~ features not dissimilar to our own country’s: “Among the various races of Anatolia,
the Lycians always held a distinctive place, Locked away in their mountainous country, they
had a fierce love of freedom and independence, and resisted strongly all attempts at outside
domination; they were the last in Asia Minor to be incorporated as 2 province into the Roman
Empire”

Qur experience so far In guiding the nascent democracy in Fraq should certainly ilustrate that
representative democracy may not be perfectly replicable, at least overnight.
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Fifteen years ago, all a visitor to Patara would have noticed were the tops of a few old stones.
Today, the excavations at Patara have unearthed the remains of an entire city. The archeological
team has rescued numerous bulldings and items from the sand and scrub brush, besides the
Bouleuterlon parliament building, including: a large necropolis; a Roman bath; a sizeable semi-
circular theater; a sprawling main avenue leading to the market square; 2 Byzantine basilica
(one of 22 churches once packed into Patara); one of the world’s oldest lighthouses;

and a fortified wall.

I would encourage everyone to visit Patara, for its beauty and for its archeological significance,
‘The excavation site is a 10-15 minute from the glorious beach, and will be opened to the public
in 2007, While we wait, one of Turkey’s largest museums, the Antalya Archasological Museum,
displays many of the finds from Patars and the surrounding area,

We owe a great debt to Turkey’s Ministry of Culture and the Akdesiz University in Antalya for
their dedication of time and money to bringing the ancient ruins of Patara out of the dust and
back into our lives.

In closing, I would Iike to thank: Dr. Gul Isin, Associate Professor of Archeology at Akdeniz
Antalya in Turkey, who has been diligently working with Ir. Fahri Isik and Dr. Havva Iskan
Isik to uncover the mysteries of the Patara site; Professar James W. Muller of the University of
Alaska, Anchorage, who dissected how the Lycian League affected the founding fathers; and the
American Friends of Tarkey, the Friends of Patara, and former Representatives Stephen Solarz
aiid Robert Livingston, who graciously introduced me to the aecheological findings at Patara,
and the important work of Professors Isin and Muller.
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SPLENDID RUINS OF AN “EXCELLENT REPUBLIC"
Written by Christopher Walker for Saudi Aramco World

In the shadow of the herb-scented Taurus Mountains, with their picturesque covering of pine
and juniper forest, and overlooking Turkey’s “Turquoise Coast,” a long-silent bouleuterion, or
council chamber, once held the proceedings of the Lycian League, considered to be history's
earliest example of the republican form of government. With its rows of stone seats set out in a
semicircle around a raised dais, it looks uncannily like the chambers of modern legislatures and
parliaments.

The historical significance of the Lycian League was its uniquely federal character, Whereas
other “leagues” and alliances in the Hellenistic world were often simpler bands of city-states
united agalnst common foes, the Lycians of southwestern Anatolia shared a racial and cultural
lineage that helped set them apart from other proto-nations of the Mediterranean world.

Until the American model was forged half a world away and nearly 2000 years Jater, no other
legislative hody had apparently considered the Lycian example. The senate of Rome was a uni-
cameral oligarchy, made up of those who were rich, noble and old enough to qualify, Britain's
parliament, although bicameral and vepresentative in many ways, was not developed accdrding
to a federal model. '

At ane time, the Lycian bouleuterion housed the elected representatives of the 23 city-states
that first came together in approxiniately 205 BC and formally confederated in 168 BC., 'The
resulting League not only kept its often squabbling members united, but also managed to exert
authority over individual citizens of its constituent states,

The world's first recorded example of representative democracy had its caplial in the port city
of Patara, first mentioned by the Greek historian Herodotus, who described it as the calt center
of the god Apollo, Both Horace and Virgil gave the city greater importance, referring to Patara
{rather than Delos) as Apallo’ birthplace,

The Lyctans, according to their most respected modern chronicler, the British archeologist
Geoffrey Bean, “among the various races of Anatolia, always held a distinctive place, Locked
away in their mountainous country, they had a fierce love of freedom and independence, and
resisted strongly all attempts at cutside domination; they were the last in Asia Minor to be
incorporated as a provirice in the Roman Empire”

The Lycians had their own language and alphabet, although following the conquests of Alexan-
der in the fourth century BC, those gradually gave way to Greek. Historiang have likened them
to the Swiss today: a hard-working and prosperous people, neutral in international affairs but
fierce in thelr defense of freedom and conservative in their attachment to ancestral tradition,

The Lycian League flourished both in the Hellenistic period, when the harbor was used as a
naval base by Alexander’s successors, and during the Roman Empire, when, against the odds,
Lycia continued to function as a largely autonomous province,
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SPLENDID RUINS QOF AN “EXCELLENT REPUBLIC” ctd,

In that turbulent period, the parliament building was joined by such impressive monuments

as the amphitheater, the ornate city gate, baths, temples, a lighthouse—now claimed as the
world’s oldest—and a huge granary dedicated to the Emperor Hadvian, who in the year 131
visited with his wife Sabina, Before that, Lycia had been a stopping-off point for St. Paul during
his missionary journey from Rhwdes to the Phoenician port of Tyre. Pataras influence began
to wane in the seventh century, after the Arab conquest, by which time its harbor had become
almost totally silted up, By the 15th century it was entirely abandoied,

The city remains in that condition today, although the swarms of mosquitoes that molest arche-
ologists and tourists alike on its spectacular 18-kilometer (11-mi) sandy beach are no longer
malatial. The remate spot provides nesting places for the endangered hammerhead turtle and
is home to legions of snakes and scorpions. It features swampy terrain and rampant vegetation,
which strict Turkish conservation laws will not permit the use of pesticides to combat, partly
explaining why the 100-hectare (250-acre) archeological site remained largely neglected until
the late 1980%.

“When we first started digging, our tents weré burned down by angry local people, who were
convinced that we were responsible for the government restrictions that prevented them from
building any type of tourist infrastructure)” says Gill Isin, an archeologist with Akdeniz Univer-
sity and a leading member of the jolnt Turkish~German excavating team.

Although the Patara ruins were burled under thousands of tons of windblown sand at the time
that the U.S. Congress came into being in the late 18th century, the once unique elected-repre-
sentative system practiced by the Lyctan League for at least 300 vears was a formative influence
on the framing of the U.S. Constitution,

It was the structure of the central Lyclan authority and the responsibilities it was given that
made it attractive to the framers of the US. Congtitution, The Lycian model provided a
formaula that permitted the framers to compromise the interstate rivalries that endure to this
day: Whereas the “upper house” would be made up of an ¢qual number of senators from each
state, the “lower house” would be made up of representatives elected in proportion to each
state’s population. In addition, the Lycian exécutive was not hereditary: The Lycian League was
headed by an annually elected president known as the lyciarch—and, intriguingly, possibly also
the lyciarchissa. '

Sitting in the lyciarch’s throne-like seat today, it is possible to imagine the representatives of the
League sitting in the 13 semicircular rows of seats, holding debates on military and political
affairs, making and breaking legislative alliances, in much the modern way.

“Among classical federations, its structure was unique,” says Isin. “Of course, there are design
differences between this building and the American House of Representatives, which was
discussed and founded when this was hidden under the sand”” But the federation is mentioned
three times in the Federalist Papers, the series of 85 seminal essays written by Alexander
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Hamilton, John Jay and Jammes Madison in 1787 and 1788, the years when ratification of the
U.E. Constitution was being debated.

What particularly caught the eye of political commentators, stretching back to the Roman ge-
ographer and man of letters Strabo, was the way the League devised its system of proportional
representation to distribute power among its differently sized members. According to Strabo,
the member cities sent one, two or three representatives to the assemibly, with the six largest
members (including the capital, Patara), having the right to the maximum three votes.

According to James W, Muller, 4 constitutional scholar and professor of political science at the
University of Alaska, the Lycian confederacy made three contributlons to the U.S. Constitution,
First, he says, “it was a model of a federal union the strength of whose parts in the national
councils was proportionate to their size. Second; it showed the possibility of popular govern-
ment that was representative, Thirdly, it offered the example of a strong national government
with its own strong officers and the power to make laws that applied directly to individual
citizens.”

Explaining the global influence of the League, he adds that, since 1787, “the Ametican Con-
stitution has drawn the atiention of constitution-makers, not the Lycian League. Before that,
I am not aware of other governments that hearkened to the example of Lycia in drawing up
constitutions,”

Muller, who first visited Patara three years before the excavations began to reveal what lay
under the thousands of truckloads of sanid that have since been removed, is also an admirer of
the 18th-century French political philosopher Charles-Louis de Secondat, Baron de Montes-
quien, Montesquieu’s The Spirit of the Laws was the most popular political book in America in
the 1780%,

Observing that in Federalist No, 45, James Madison qualified his reference to the Lycian con-
federacy by explaining that it provided an example “ag far ds its principles and form are trang-
mitted.” Muller added, “There were limits to the knowledge of Madison, Flamilton, Montes-
quien and Strabe about how the Lycian confederacy sctually worked, But those limits are being
rectified by the current excavation in Patara. We are much indebted to the painstaking work
there, which is deepening our understanding of the antecedents of the American Constitution.”

“The celebrated Montesquiew,” as Madison described him in 1787, was a French philosopher
admired by people on all political sides of the Constitutional Conventior. (“5'il falloit donner
un modéle d’une belle république fédérative.” he said, “je prendrois la république de Lycie” “If
one had to propose a model of an excellent federal republic, T would choose the republic of
Lycial”) Tt was this remark that directed so much attention to the political arrangements of the
people who had lived in 23 city-states along the southiern coast of Turkey during the last two
centuries BC,
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SPLENDID RUINS OF AN “EXCELLENT REPUBLIC” ctd.

At the foot of the evocatively preserved bouleuterion, where visitors can wander and climb to
their hearts’ content during opening hours, there is a room archeologists believe once housed
the archives of the League. In keeping with the theme of Apollo that dominates the Patara ru-
ins, on the room’s entrance stone are carved the three symbols of the god: a baby turtle, a lizard
and a grasshopper.

On the other side of the outer wall lie hundreds of large, recently numbered stones among a
whispering carpet of daisy-like vellow and white camomile flowers. When more funds have
been raised for the excavation work, the stones will be put into their original positions as part
of an ambiticus historical reconstruction,

“The different political weights of cities in the comimon assembly of the Lycian confederacy
showed the possibility of a federation in which members of different sizes came together in a
way which reflected their real strength,” Muller explains,

“This was the idea for Congress in James Madison’s Virginia Plan, which proposed a bicameral
legislature—two houses—both of which gave the states representation in proportion to their
population, as in Lycia. Madison then had to compromise with his opponents and accept the
equality of states in the Senate, but the American House of Representatives, where states have
representation in proportion to their population, is founded, as Madison urged, on the prin-
ciple of the Lycian confederation.”

The framers had more to say than this, too, In Federalist No. 9, Hamilton explained that in
Lycia, the commion council had the power to appoint all judges and magistrates for the confed-
erated cities. In Federalist No, 16, he pointed out that in Lycia, federal laws applied not only to
cities, butalso divectly to individuals, In Federalist No. 45, Madison referred specifically to the
“degree and gpecies of power” of the national government in Lycia, which he welcomed as the
model for the stronger natlonal government established in the Constitution.

Although the largely unspoiled site of present-day Patara provides insight into the setting
where Lycians lived and governed, there are as vet few clues about much else—for example,
how they lived; and how they looked —beyond the hints on some reliefs and coins that they
wore their hair long.

Herodotus ¢claimed that the Lycians had a different appearance from other troops in Asta Mi-
nor, who commonly wore Greek armor. As the earliest author to ever mention Patara, he wrote
this description of a Lycian naval crew in 480 BC, as they joined Persian King Xerxes’ invasion
of Graece with 50 ships: “They wore greaves (shin protéctors) and corselets (body armor); they
carried bows of cornel wood, cane arrows without feathers, and javelins. They had goatskin
slung around their shoulders, and hats stuck round with feathers, They also carried daggers and
rip-hooks”

One of the most fascinating finds at the site is the “Stadiasimus Patarensis,” a monument that
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shows firsthand and in detail how the Lycian League grew, giving the names and distances of
member cities—just as a sign in Los Angeles today might read “Las Vegas: 237 miles, Boise:
682 miles, Spokane: 944 miles; San Francisco: 354 miles” One of the inscriptions states that
the Lycians were “the frierids of the Ronrans” and another that “a consultative parliament was
established by the best men of Lycial’ The monument consisted of 53 large inscribed stones, of
which 41 have been found; finding the rest and rebuilding the structure will have to wait for

more funding,

In the ruins of Patara, archeologists have also found hints of the power and influence of at least
certain Lycian women. Inscriptions found in the remains of the bouleuterion show that at least
two women, named Marcia Aurelia and Crision Nemeso, were using the title lyciarchissa, But
there is as yet no proof whether they were actually elected in their own right to run the assem-
bly or whether they were using the feminine of lyciarch because that was their husbands’ title,

“Nothing uncovered so far can yet solve this fascinating mystery one way or the other;” says
Isin. “We are hoping that something not as yet unearthed will one day be able to provide an
answer

However, on the entrance wall to the impressive 10,000-seat amphitheater, whose ruing tower
next door to the much smaller bouleuterion, the female name Velia Prokla is clearly carved into
the stone, recording that she was the benefactor who put up the money to construct the bulld-
ing. “Bither she was extremely rich in her own right, or it was farnily money,” Isin explains,

Herodotus had already noted that Lycians have “customs that resemble no one else’s, They nge
their mother’s name instead of their father’s” As excavations continue, more than just a proto-
type for American democracy may yet emerge from the sands of Patara,

This article appeared on pages 14-23 of the September/Qctober 2007 print edition of Saudi
Arameo World,

hitps//fwww.saudiaramcoworld.com/issue/200705/splendid. ruins,of an.excellent.republic..htm

2008 CONGRESSIONAL

4

ATC_0279

13-6123_0098



000>
CONFIDEN:. .

p. 2/3—Fspecially in vecent yvears, Turkey’s approuach to delense industry cooperation has
been driven by two complementary aspirations, the need for the most modern and.........

p. 3--Trading with the US, the world’s leading exporter of defense technology, is in some
respects, more appealing to Turkey than dealing with Russia or South Korea,

Conclusion

Although it is impossible to predict how Turkey's domestic political situation will
play out over the next fow months, it s likely that Turkey’s secular demecratic
government and ils close tles with the West-particutarty including the United States—
will remain in place. The one predictable exception W this scenario is i the US Congress
passes an “Armenian Genocide Resolution™. As has already heen mentioned, this action
would cerainly have an immadiate and extremely detrimental effect on US-Turkey
relations in every arena, particularly including commercial ties and security cooperation,

Regardless of what else happens, Turkey will remain important globally and veglonally, It
will also remain an important market for defense technology sequisition/development,
even 4y it continues 10 place increased emphasis on a more balanceid model of defense
industry cooperation.

For these reasons, 4 strong US-Turkey relationship, based on mutual respect of eacl
other's sovereignty and close conperation in all fields, should be a vital component of LIS
foreign policy, as designed through careful cooperation between the Fxeeutive und the
Legislative branches of our government.
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Thank You

We Would Like To Thank The Following Individuals,
Government Officials and Organizations For Their Support
And Dedication In Helping Us Make This Trip Possible.

CORPORATE SPONSOR
Turkish Coalition of America

ASSOCIATE SPONSORS
Bank Pozitif
NTF

EVENT HOSTS
BankPozitif _
Confederation of Turkish Businessmen & Industrialists (TUSKON)
Embassy of the United States, Ankara
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Ankara
Turkish-American Business Association (TABA)
Turkish Cuitural Foundation (TCF)
1S, Consulate General, Istanbul

PROGRAM SUPPORT
American-Turkish Council Members
Embassy of Turkey, Washington, DC

Hyatt Hotel Staff
Karizma Tourism
Mega Residence Hotel Ankara Staff
Patara Prince Hotel Stafl
&
All of Our Supporters
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ACEV (The Mother Child Edugation Foundation) pl2
Anttkabir (Atatiuk’s Mausoleum) p1y
Ankara pi8
ASAM (Eurasian Strategic Research Center) p20
Asitane Restaurant pld
Basilica Cistern ‘ plé
Blue Mosque pl5
BSTC (Bosphorus Straits Traffic Control) pl7
Grand Bazaar plé
Hagla Sophia pl5
ILKYAR (Educational Funds for Elementary Schools) pll
Istanbul pl0
KA-DER (Assoc. For Supporting and Training Women Candidates) pll
KAGIDER (Wonten Entrepreneurs Assoc. of Turkey) pl2
Kariye Museum _ pi3
Kag-Kekova p21-p22
Loggerhead Turtles pal
MEA p19-p20
Minority Communities P13
PATARA 20, p57
SSM (Undersecretarlat for Defense Industries) pio
Sultan Ahmet Mosque pl5
TABA {Turkish-American Business Assoc,) pl8
TEMA p12
Topkap Palace pio
Turkish & Islamlc Arts Musenmn pié
TUSKON (Confederation of Businessmen & Indus. of Turkey) pi7
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TEMPLATE INVETE LETTER S8ENT TO STAFFERS

May 27, 2008 f%%?ﬁ%?%gzgf

Daar:

Gn behalf of the American-Turldsh Councll, 1 would ke to invite you to
participate in the 2008 Congressional Steff trip to Turkey, including cties of
Ankara, Istanbul-and the Blacksea coastal city of Trabzon, This August 2-9 trip
will be a unigue opportunity for select Congressional Staff to gain personal
insights about Turkey.

The U.S~Turklsh reletionship ls as important as ever. It has long been one of
mutual respact and support.  Turkey's economic picture is better than it has
heen in a generation, and its regional role for economic development and the
restoration of peace is critical.  Participation in this delegation will provide you
with valuable insights into these and other issues, Including several that will
face Congrass this yarr,

In addition to the malters of foreign policy and milltary cooperation that are in
the forefront, ULS, corporations from almost every sector have significant
husiness  interests in Turkey. American companies In [T and
telecommunications,  energy, defense, health and  pharmaceuticals,
agribusiness, banking and finance stend to benefit from a strong, stable
pariner in Turkey, Turkey's continuing efforts to join the European Union
{negotiations began in Z005) will have an Impsct on global trade and
investment in years o come, On the i, you wilf have the opportunity to keam
in depth about various political, economic and trade issugs that may be of
consideratle importance to your constittenis.

The delegation wifl depart from Washington, DC on Saturday, August 2, and
ety on Sunday, August 9, 2008, The itinerary includes time it Ankara,
Istanbul, and Trabzon, There will be meetings with Government officials and
the representatives of the media in Ankara, local municipal leaders and the
business communities in Istanbul and Trebzon.  You will be exposed to
important cultural sites in aff three dties, Including the Hagia Sophla and the
Blue Mosque In Istanbul, the Sumela Monastery builh on the ciiffs of Trabzon,
and Ataturk’s Mausolewm in Ankara.

Farticipants will meet with key Turkish officials at the highest lavels fo discuss
matiers of strategic, economic and politicel Importance, You will meet with
senjor officids of the U5, Embasay in Ankara and Consulate General in
Istanbul, as well as with representatives from the Turkish business sector and
ATC corporgte members. Briefings provided before and during the trip will
ensure that you are well informed and ready to investigate areas of
prafessional and personal interest,
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The trip will focus on a number of issues vital to WS, forelgn policy and
econornic interests, Mestings are expactad bo address 1.8 -Turkish securily and
defense issues including NATO, Afghanistan, Irag, lran and  the
Isvael/Palestinian aisis, Turkey's reglonal role In Central Asla and the Middle
Fast In the arsss of security, energy and brade are some of the other
anticipated topics of discussion, Turkey's rale as a reglonal commaercial and
fnanclal b, and as a key link betwesn energy producing and engrgy
consuming nations will alse be explored.  Other Issues, such as problems with
defense contracting and intellectual property dghls wil be discussed,  OF
particutar interest will be Turkey's regional leadership as » secular, demacratic
grd Mushim state,

This ip is sponsored by ATC with the support of the American Friends of
Turkey (AFQT), ATC i5 the leading business association in the Uniied States
devoted to the promotion of LS. commercial, defense and cultural refstions
with Turkey, Beginning In 1997, ATC axpanded its educational awareness
pragram 1o Include congressional delegations, ATC is a tax-axempt, not-for
profit trade #ssociation organized and operated pursuant to Section BOL(C) (6)
of the Intermal Revenue Code. This is the ninth vewr we have made this
waliabile trip available to Congressional Staffers. Tt is anmually approved by the
Congrassional Fthica Commitiess with whom wa are working alf detalls of the
2008 ip.

We hope that you will be able to join us for this Bmely Uip ko Turkey, ATC wil
riake avery effort to ensure that i is a memorable eqerience. As thare are 2
Hmbted number of spaces on this delegation, we urge vou to complste
the aitached Confirmetion Form and fax B 1o the ATS office at (302)
FHE-GELE an soon as possible. I you have any questions, please contact
Ms, Ayss Sumer aft (202) 7831 We look forward to having you on the
cletagation, ~

Sincersly,

Py
Q ,/9:{ -

j»--ﬂ...«mw
K

James M, Holmes
Pregident & CEQ
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Clerk of the House of Representalives Secretary of the Senate
Lepisiative Resouree Curiter Offise of Public Revords
8108 Cannen Building 232 Han Buikling _
“Wushington, DC 20515 Waghinglon, DC 20510
heifobbyinedisclosurg house soy ety ffanww sonpie. gov/lobby

LOBBYING REGISTRATION

Lobbying Disclosure Act of 1995 (Section 4)

Chuek Oper [} New Registrant B New Clisen for Exigting Registtant [7] Amendment
1. Effective Date of Registration  003/01/2008

2. House Fdentification 32294 Sonate Identification 18375

REGISTRANT ¥ Orgonization/Lobbying Firm [T} Self Emphayed Individual

3. Registrant Organization George J. Hoshbrueckner & Associates, Inc.
Address Private Road, Edgemere Park Address? PO, Box 637
City Laursl Btate NY Zip 11948 - Country  USA
4, Principal place of business (if different than line 3)
City State Zip - Country
5. Contaet name and telephone number [T} nternations) Number
Contaet  Mr. Gsorge Hoshhraeckner Telephone. (631) 208-1298 Bemall

6. General description of reglstrant's business or detivities
Consulting Firm.

CLIENT

e

P oo PP P PP PP PP P P TPV PP PP ATy R TP YT YR PP PP YA TSP

A Labbying Fn‘r: is re'r;se o ﬁe & yeparale registration for each efient. Chgonizations emploping wlmt{m !crbﬁsrs shonled r:e.cit the box
labeted *Self" and proveed to fing 10. O Selr

7. Clientname  Turkish Coalition of America

Address 1025 Comnnecticut Avenne, N.W., Suite 1060

City Washington State Do Zip 20036 - Country  USA

8. Principal place of buginess (if different than line 7)
Cly State Zip - Country

9, General description of ¢lient's business or activities

Promotes Torkish-Amerloan Interests,

LOBBYISTS

10. Name of each individual who has acted or is expected (0 act as a lobbyist for the client identified on line 7. If any person listed in
this section has served as a “covered executive branch official” or “covered legislative branch official” within twenty years of [rst
acting as g lobbyist for the elient, state the executive andfor legislative position(s} in which the person served.

Naxe Caovered Official Position (i applionble)
[raist [JLast {Buinx
(eorge Hochbrueckner _ ~ HUS, Congressman 1987-1994
VG880 Page Lof2
—— R
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Haglstrunt CGeorge 1, Hochbeueckner & Associares, I, Client Mame  Terklsh Conlitlon of Ameticn

LOBBYING ISSUES

11, General tobbying issue areas (Select all applicable codes).
EDU

12 Specific lobbying issues (current and antieipated)

Turkish-Americar {ssups,

AFFILIATED ORGANIZATIONS

13, Is there an entity other than the client that contributes more than 35,000 to the lobbying activities of the registrant in
a quarterly period and either actively participates in and/or In whole or in major pact plans, supervises or controls the registrant’s
labbying activities?

] No-->Goto line 14, Yes --» Complete the rest of this section for each entity matching the
eriteria above, then proceed to line 14,

{nternet Address:

Name Address Principad Place of Businesy
Bireut
Chy Sre/Provinee  Zlp Code  Counery
City
Stale Country
Chry
State Country
City
State Country
b

FOREIGN ENTITIES
14, Ts there any Toreign entity

a} holds at least 20% equitable ownership in the client or any organkzation ideatifisd on tine 13 ot

i) directly or indirectly, in whole or in major part, plans, supervises, controls, directs, finances or subsidizes activities of
the client or any oiganization identified on line 13; or '

¢} is am affiliate of the client or any organization ideatified on ling 13 and has a direct interest It the cutcome of the
lobbying activity?

7] No > Signand date the registration,  []  Ye8 = Complete the rest of this sectlon for each entity matching
the criterla above, then sign the registration,

. Address Principat place of businass Amount bf contribution Orwmership
Name freot o {zity wnd state ar country) foy lobbying activities
City StapefProvinee  Tolmiry
City
: Y
State Country
City
%
State Country
Signature %f Pt sered Ba s Brevkes e hose Date  04/08/2008
Printed Name and Title George J. Hochbrueckner, President
vh.Gl Page 2012
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Legislative Rogource Center
B-108 Cannon Building
Washington, DC 205135

Clerk of the House of Representatives

Secretary of the Senate
Qfice 6 Publit Recordy
232 Hart Building
Washington, DC 20510

by febbyivediselosare ouse, soy

hupAvwsysenide. poviiohby

s LOBBYING REPORT

Lobbying Disclosure Act of 1995 (Section 5) - All Filers Are Required to Complete This Page

1. Registrant Name {z] Orjpunizattonflobbying Firm E:j Sall Erployed Didividual

George J. Hochbrueckner & Associates, Ine,

2. Address ) Cheek if different than previously reported

Address]  Private Road, Edpemers Park Address2 PO, Box 637

City Laurel State NY  ZipCode 11548 - Country  USA
3. Principal place of business (if different than line 2)
City State Zip Code - Country
* v §
4a. Contact Name b, Telephone Number ¢, E-mall 5. Senate ID#

[7] teternstivonl Number

Mr. Goorge Hoehbrugekner (631 298-1298 1837510033542
7. CHent Name 1 Selr 7] Check if cliend iy a state or locnl government or lnstrumentality 6. House 1D#
Turkish Coalition of America 322940037

TYPE OF REPORT 8 Year 2008

9. Check if this filing amends a previously filed version of this report [

o1 an-380 o2 @n-esn 0 Q3 wo-eno [ g4 0o - sy W

10, Check if this is a Termination Report [ Termination Date  12/31/2008 11, No Lobbying Issue Actlviey [

INCOME OR EXPENSES - YOU MUST complete cither Line 12 or Ling 13

13, Organizations

INCOME rélating {0 Idbhy‘in'g activities for this reparting period | EXPENSE retating to lobbying sctivifies for this reporting period
was: were!

Less tinn $5.000 1 LessthanSsone O

$5,000 or more £3.000 or more [+

14, REPORYING Check box to indicate expense
accounting method, See instructions for description of options,

M g 1000000

[ Provide a good faith estimate, rounded to the nearest §10,000,

of all Tobbying related income from the cllent {including all

g:a;irrfalnts to the registrant by any other entity for lobbying [ Method A. [Reporting smwownts using DA deFinitions only

activities on behalf of the cHlens).

7] Meéthod B, Reporting amouns under sectlon GO33(hYE) of the
Intarnal Revenue Code

[T1 Method ¢, Reporting amounts under seciion 162{(e) of the Intermal
Revenue Code

gigﬁﬁfufﬁ o T T N O S LN £ IOVE R VRRNTRS P Date 01/15/2009

Printed Nante and Title Oeorge J. Hochbrueckner, President

¥hihie Pago L uf 2
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Tegistrant Cuorga J, Hoshbroncknor & Assoeistoes, Ino. Cliont Name  Turkish Caalition of Amerles

LOBBYING ACTIVITY, Select as many vodes as nécessary to reflect the general issue areds In which the registrant

engaged in lobbying on behall of the client during the reporting period. Using a separate page for each code, provide
information as requested. Add additional page(s) as needed.

i 5. General issug area code EDU ﬂi&‘du'cation {tne per page)

[ 6. Spectfic lobbying issues

Turkish-American lssues,

17, House{s) of Congress and Federal apencies [71 Check if None
U8, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, U8, SENATE

18, Name of each tndividual who acted as 2 lobbyist in this issue ares

Covered Offictel Position (if applicable) Now

Birst Name Last Name Suffix
Hochbrueckner U.8. Congressman 1987-1994

19, Interest of each foreign entity in the specific issues listed on line 16 above W] Check if None

Printed Name and Title Ceoege J. Hochbraeckner, President
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CONFIDENTIAL

IN RE:

Subject to the Nondisclosure Provisions of H. Res. 895 as Amended

OFFICE OF CONGRESSIONAL ETHICS
UNITED STATES HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

MEMORANDUM OF INTERVIEW

Former TCA Lobbyist

REVIEW No(s): 13-2411; 13-5845; 13-6123

DATE: March 13,2013

LOCATION: 425 Third Street, SW, Suite 1110
Washington, DC 20024

TIME: 2:00 p.m. to 2:45 p.m. (approximate)

PARTICIPANTS:  Kedric L. Payne

Nate Wright

SUMMARY: The OCE requested an interview with the witness and he consented to an interview. The
witness made the following statements in response to our questioning:

1.

MOQOI -

The witness was given an 18 U.S.C. § 1001 warning and consented to an interview. The
witness signed a written acknowledgement of the warning, which will be placed in the case file
in this review.

The witness is currently paid a monthly retainer from Wilt Interactive Services and that twenty
percent of that retainer is paid to the law firm Nossaman, LLP for introducing the witness to the
company. Because of this relationship, the witness is listed as a Senior Policy Advisor for
Nossaman.

He is a former Member of Congress and founded George Hochbrueckner & Associates afier
leaving Congress. He described the company as a “mom and pop shop,” which generally
employed no staff. He noted it currently employs an associate, but did not have staff in 2008.

He was introduced to the Turkish Coalition of America (“TCA”) when he was invited as a
former member by TCA to visit Turkey in the fall of 2007. The purpose of the trip was to
improve relationships with Turkey and maintain its status as an ally. The relationship was
important as Turkey was a supply line into Iraq.

The witness traveled with his wife and another former Member. He represented the Democrats
and the other former Member represented the Republicans. During the trip, the witness was
introduced to Lincoln McCurdy, the President of TCA. The witness discussed with Mr.
McCurdy whether or not TCA could use lobbying services to improve its relationship with the
government.

Following the trip to Turkey, the witness submitted a proposal to TCA to be placed on retainer
for $2,500 a month for twelve months. Prior to TCA accepting his proposal, the witness met
with TCA’s financier, Dr. Yalcin Ayasli in Boston. In January 2008, the witness was put on
retainer for TCA.
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CONFIDENTIAL

Subject to the Nondisclosure Provisions of H. Res. 895 as Amended

7. The witness had a general rule that if his retainer exceeded $5,000, he-would register as a
lobbyist on behalf of the organization. He informed McCurdy that he was registering as a
lobbyist. The witness left the review of the lobbying reports to Nossaman.

8. The witness has not talked to Mr. MeCurdy in years, but in 2008 would have been updating Mr.
McCurdy on a monthly basis unless additional action was needed. He described his activity for
TCA as mostly in reserve.

9. His main goal was to increase the number of Members of Congress who joined the
Congressional caucus on Turkey, then led by Chairman Robert I. Wexler, The witness would
suggest to Representative Wexler’s staff who to invite to join the caucus. e did not recall
taking Mr. McCurdy to meet with Members.

10. The witness was also involved in a few odd things that came up as opportunities for Turkey to
look good. He remembered an event where TCA was donating an ambulance to the Mexican
Red Cross and wanted to invite a Texas Congressman to the ribbon cutting event. He said such
events were cleared through the House Commiitee on Ethics,” He also remembered
communicating with staff from Representative Eliot Engel and Representative Ed Markey to
invite the Members to aftend an event. He did not remember other instances of communicating
with Members or staff on behalf of TCA.

11. The witness was never employed or retained by ATC and his only deals were with McCurdy and
his staff. The witness had no memory of former Ambassador James Holmes, Ayse Sumer, or
Canan Buyuknsal.

12. The witness was shown a letter from him to Representative Wexler, dated August 21, 2008
(PVI_004 —006). The witness recognized the document and wrote the first part and sent it to
Wexler’s office. The included list of “Targets for Turkey Caucus— 20087 was created by Mr.
McCurdy. The notes in the four columns came from Mr. McCurdy, who discussed these notes
with the witness before sending. The witness pointed to a line regarding Representative Heath
Shuler and gaid that because his Legislative Director was interested in Turkey it was 2 higher
possibility Representative Shuler would join the caucus. The witness stated that he does not
know Sean O’Brien.

13. The witness was asked about Rep. Zach Wamp’s name appearing under “Members with Turkish
Investments in the district.” He recalled a meeting with Representative Wamp not related to
TCA when he represented a national lab in Tennessee. The witness believed the meeting must
have been before this document was created because he remembered thinking of that meeting
while reviewing the list.

14. The witness did not remember ever meeting Helen Hardin, He also did not remember any
meetings with Representative Dutch Ruppersberger or William Gonzales.

15. In December 2008, TCA called the witness to say they were planning to bring Members and
could not have a federal lobbyist. TCA raised the issue and Nossaman checked it out and afl
parties agreed to terminate the relationship.
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CONFIDENTIAL

Subject to the Nondisclosure Provisions of H. Res. 895 as Amended

16. The witness said he had incurred legal fees while they determined whether he would need to
terminate his relationship with TCA and in March 2009, TCA agreed to pay those fees.

17. The witness was shown an invoice from Nossaman LLP, dated March 5, 2009 (TCA_0051) and
asked about a line item entry that read “internet research regarding previous TCA sponsored
Congressional travel.” He said he did not recall being aware of a problem with the August 2008
staff trip at this time. Ie did not remember talking with McCurdy about prior irips being a
problem.

18. The witness stated that the Committee on Ethics was contacted for the Red Cross event with the
Texas congressman, but that he did not personally contact the Committee. He had no contact
with the Committee regarding TCA.

19. The witness said he was not directed by TCA to register as a lobbyist, but felt his retainer would
include lobbying so he registered. He said that McCurdy had to know he was registered as a
lobbyist. The witness was not aware of TCA having any relationships with other lobbyists.

This memorandum was prepared on March 19, 2013 aﬂgr the interview was conducted on March 13,
2013. Icertify that this memorandum containg all pertinent matter discussed with the witness on March
13, 2013.

Nate Wright
Analyst
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CONFIDENTIAL

IN RE:

Subject to the Nondisclosure Provisions of H. Res. 895 of the 110th Congress as Amended

OFTICE OF CONGRESSIONAL ETHICS
UNITED STATES HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

MEMORANDUM OF INTERVIEW

TCA President

REVIEW No(s): 13-2411, 13-5845, 13-6123

DATE: March 7, 2013
LOCATION: 1510 15" Street, NW
Washington, DC 20005
TIME: 10:02 a.m. to 10:46 a.m. (approximately)
PARTICIPANTS:  Kedric L. Payne

Paul J. Solis

SUMMARY: The OCE requested an interview with the witness and he consented to an interview. The
witness made the following statements in response to our questioning:

1.

MOI -

The witness was given an 18 U.S.C. § 1001 warning and consented to an interview. The
witness signed a written acknowledgement of the warning, which will be placed in the case file
in this review.

The witness is the President of Turkish Coalition of America (“TCA”) and been with the
organization since its inception in 2007. He co-founded the organization with Dr. Yalcin Ayasli.

He told the OCE that the general purpose of TCA is to educate the general public in Turkey, to
promote Turkish and United States relations, and to assist Turkish American communities.

TCA has various activities to promote its purpose, including community and political
involvement workshops, college scholarship programs, college faculty trips to Turkey, and
congressional trips to Turkey.

In 2008, TCA had the following staff, in addition to the witness: Semi Muslu (Administrative
Aggistant), Carol Ann Jackson (Assistant Chairman, Boston Office), and Guler Koknar (Vice
President).

Currently, TCA has the following staff: Guler XKocknar; Carol Ann Jackson; Louette Ragusa
(Executive Assistant); Sevinm Elekdag (Research Fellow), Zeynep Guven (respongible for
scholarship program); JoEllen Byrnes (Congressional Liaison), and Basak Kizildemir
(Outreach).
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CONFIDENTTAL

Subject to the Nondisclosure Provisions of H. Res. 895 of the 110th Congress as Amended

7. The witness told the OCE that hoe first met George Hochbrueckner during the fall of 2007 ata
Turkish Cultural Foundation trip in Turkey. The witness stated that Mr. Hochbrueckner
approached Dr. Ayalsi about providing his services in Washington,

8 Mr. Hochbrueckner was retained and his duties were to educate TCA about how Congress
functions and to provide opinions on legislation. For example, Mr, Hochbrueckner explained to
the witness how TCA should approach Members of Congress to have them join the Turkish
Caucus. Mr. Hochbrueckner also advised TCA on ethics issues such as the need to avoid making
campaign contributions that may appear to be linked with anything. Mr, Hochbrueckner
reported to the witness.

9. The witness said that Mr. Hochbrueckner was not hired to lobby, but that he knew that Mr.
Hochbrueckner registered as a lobbyist for TCA. The witness stated that Mr. Hochbrueckner
met with Members of Congress for his other clients, but seldom had such meetings for TCA.
The witness recalled that Mr. Hochbruekner called a few Members of Congress to have them
speak at a TCA event.

10. The witness stated that Mr, Hochbrueckner was seldom on the Hill for TCA because TCA was
not his main client.

I'1. The witness stated that he never discussed with Mr. Hochbrueckner registering as a lobbyist.

12. Prior to joining TCA, the witness was the President of the American Turkish Council (“ATC").
He was employed with ATC from the late 1980s to 2004,

13. When he was employed with ATC, he hired Ayse Sumer and Canan Buyukunsal. e also
worked with James H. Holmes, who ultimately succeeded the witness as President of ATC.

14. The witness began ATC’s organized congressional trips to Turkey during the 1990s. When the
witness joined TCA, he wanted to have similar congressional trips to Tutkey but did not have the
resources o organize such trips, so TCA gave funds to ATC and other organizations.

15. As aresult, TCA decided to partner with ATC to have congressional trips. In 2008, TCA
decided to provide ATC with money for a trip to Turkey. ATC did all the work and TCA
provided advice and used the same planning format he used when he was at ATC. TCA was not
involved in the recruitment of members to go on trips.

16. The witness was the only TCA employee who attended the 2008 trip to Turkey.

17. The witness stated that TCA was not involved in planning the agenda or itinerary for the August
2008 congressional trip to Turkey. He also stated that TCA was not involved in planning the
travel arrangements or deciding which people were invited to the trips. The witness recalled that
he had conversations with ATC about his desire that Patara be a destination included in the trip.
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CONFIDENTIAL

Subject to the Nondisclosure Provisions of H. Res. 895 of the 110th Congress as Amended

18. TCA was regponsible for sponsoring the trip, which the witness described as giving money to
ATC to finance the trip.

19. The witness stated that at the time of the trip in 2008 he never saw the pre-trip and post-trip
disclosure forms that were signed by James Holmes and filed with the House of Representatives.
He stated that he understood that ATC would be responsible for handling the disclosure forms.
Although he did not see the forms, he knew that TCA would be listed as a sponsor because they
provided money for the trip to ATC.

20. The witness stated that at the time of the August 2008 trip he was ignorant of the law concerning
a lobbyist employers paying for congressional travel. He did not know that the law had changed
concerning trip sponsors.

21. The witness stated that he is not aware of Mr. Hochbruekner having any contact with ATC and
did not discuss him with ATC. He also stated that Mr. Hochbruekner did not attend the August
2008 trip to Turkey. He told the OCE that he did not discuss the 2008 trip to Turkey with Mr.
Hochbruekner prior to the trip.

22. The witness stated that Mr. Hochbruekner’s services provided to TCA were the same in the fall
of 2008 as they had been previously.

23. He believes that around November 2008 it came to his attention that TCA could not provide the
congressional stafl trips because it retained a lobbyist. The witness stated that they did not know
the law changed. This came to his attention during a reception where other organizations were
casually discussing ethics rules and told him that “if you have a lobbyist, you can’t sponsor trips.”

24. Afier he heard about the ethics rules, the witness stated that he immediately saw a red flag and
contacted TCA’s attorney, David Saltzman and agked him to research the issue of travel
provided by lobbyist employers. The witness also notified Mr. Hochbrueckner of the ethics
rules. The witness told the OCE that Mr. Iochbrueckner notified his attorneys of the issue.

25. The witness stated that Mr. Saltzman contacted the House Ethics Committee to get advice about
how to handle the fact that the August 2008 trip had been sponsored by TCA during the time that
TCA retained a lobbyist. The witness stated that he felt like they took the right steps to remedy
the gituation.

26. The witness met with Mr. Hochbrueckner’s lawvers and it was decided that TCA would end its
retainer with Mr. Hochbrueckner because TCA planned to sponsor future congressional trips to
Turkey and understood that it could not do so while retaining a lobbyist. This was the sole
reason the retainer was ended.
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CONFIDENTIAL

Subject to the Nondisclosure Provisions of H. Res. 895 of the 110th Congress as Amended

27. The witness told the OCE that TCA did not notify any of the attendees of the August 2008
Turkey trip of the ethics issue. The witness felt like this was ATC’s job. He decided to have
TCA’s counsel speak with ATC directly.

28. The witness heard nothing back from either the House Ethics Committee or ATC on this issue.

29. The witness stated that since 2008, TCA has conducted its congressional trips to Turkey without
any involvement of ATC.

This memorandum was prepared on March &, 2013 after the interview with the witness on March 7,
2013. I certify that this memorandum contains all pertinent matter discussed with the witness on March
7,2013.

Kedric .. Payne
Deputy Chief Counsel
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CONFIDENTIAL

IN RE:

Subject to the Nondisclosure Provisions of H. Res. 895 as Amended

OFFICE OF CONGRESSIONAL ETHICS
UNITED STATES HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

MEMORANDUM OF INTERVIEW

ATC Government Affairs Director

REVIEW No(s): 13-2411; 13-5845; 13-6123

DATE: March 14, 2013

LOCATION: 1111 14™ Street, NW, Suite 1050
Washington, DC 200035

TIME: 3:20 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. (approximate)

PARTICIPANTS:  Kedric L. Payne

Nate Wright

SUMMARY: The OCE requested an interview with the witness and she consented to an interview. The
witness made the following staternents in response to our questioning:

1.

MOI -

The witness was given an 18 U.S.C. § 1001 warning and consented to an interview. The
witness signed a written acknowledgement of the warning, which will be placed in the case file
in this review.

The witness is currently the Director for Government AfTairs and Commercial Programs for the
American Turkish Council (“ATC”). She has been employed with ATC since 2000 when she
was contracted to be the Communications Director. In February 2001, she began as a full-time
employee and in 2005 she changed to her current position,

In general, the witness assists with organizing the industry sector meetings other than with the
defense industry for the ATC annual conference; recruiting and supervising interns; and planning
the Chairman’s trip in Turkey including making appointments in Turkey, arranging travel, and
scheduling the program.

She began arranging congressional staff trips in 2003. Aside from the congressional staff trip
and interacting with the Turkish caucus, she does not do much additional government outreach.

The witness told the OCE that she does not have much interaction with the Turkish Coalition of
America (“TCA”) and did not continue to work on trips with TCA after 2008 when TCA decided
to plan its own trips. She said that ATC had previously worked with TCA on congressional trips
to plan meetings in Turkey. Generally, she does not work closely with TCA.

. The witness stated that she knows Lincoln MeCurdy. Mr. McCurdy hired her and was her boss

in 2000 until he left ATC. Her last communication with McCurdy was passing along a contact
unrelated to the congressional trips. The witness has known Sema Muslu for a couple years,
She does not know George Hockbruekner.
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CONFIDENTIAL

Subject to the Nondisclosure Provisions of H. Res. 895 as Amended

7. 'The witness is involved in planning, organizing, and fundraising for ATC’s annual congressional
trip. She also recruits the staffers for the congressional trip. ATC did not have a congressional
trip in 2010 and 2012.

8. The witness believed that TCA approached her in 2008 to work on the congressional trip. The
trips generally visit three locations. The locations are usually Ankara, Istanbul, and a third
location such as Capre. She said TCA had an interest in Patara being the third location for the
2008 trip. TCA assisted in putting together the logistics for the Patara leg of the trip, such as the
arranging the meeting with an archeologist. Her communications in arranging this were mostly
with Mr. McCurdy and Guler Koknar, the executive director of TCA. The communications were
conducted mostly over email and by telephone.

9. The witness was shown an email from her to Mr. McCurdy, dated June 16, 2008 (ATC 0634),
The witness said that the staffers on the previous trip would identify future staffers to recruit.
The witness said that TCA probably also sent a list of names of staffers to recruit. The witness
said it could be difficult to find enough staffers and that one year she sent out 85 invites and only
7 accepted. She said that some staffers cancelled last minute.

10. The witness said TCA is not involved in preparing travel disclosure forms for the House
Committee on Ethics, that it was wholly ATC. The witness said that Mr. McCurdy requested
that the delegation have more time in Patara, but that they had to limit that portion to comply
with the limited leisure time requests from the Committee on Ethics.

11. The witness was shown a document entitled Congressional Staff Trip 2008 Budget for Staffers
(ATC 0082). She said that the document probably listed the Turkish Coalition Foundation as a
sponsor (“TCF”) because the payments came from the Foundation but said that Canan
Buyukunsal does the budgeting. She said TCF bought portion of airline tickets and ATC bought
a portion. She was not sure how the budget broke down,

12. The witness was shown another page of the document titled Congressional Staff Trip 2008
(ATC 0084). When asked about the statement on the document concerning “other individual
events that ATC will seek sponsorships,” she said that part of the purpose for the trip was to
outline events available for sponsorship to ATC’s members to give them an opportunity to meet
and mingle with the staffers. She said in this document they were outlining those opportunities
available to TCA.

13. The witness was shown a document titled “2008 Congressional Staff Trip to Turkey” that
includes the Trip Program Summary (ATC_0215 —0295). She stated that the lunch in Asitane
on August 4, 2008 was hosted by BankPozitif and that most lunches were hosted. She said it
was the custom for hosts to announce at the event that they were hosting,

14, The witness told the OCE that the document (ATC 0215 — 0295) was a booklet that was usually
presented at the pre-trip briefing a week before departure along with the passports and visas. She
said that the program is shared with the staffers along the way but not with this level of detail.
She said she would not have sent this booklet to the Committee on Ethics.
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CONFIDENTIAL

Subject to the Nondisclosure Provisions of H. Res. 895 as Amended

13. The witness was shown a Private Travel Certification Form filed with the House Committee on
. Ethics for the 2008 trip (ATC 0033 — 0062) and asked about question 9b concerning the
sponsor’s employment of a federally registered lobbyist (ATC 0034). She said that she would
have checked with TCA before checking that box and likely spoke to Ms. Koknar to check
TCA’s status to see if they could sponsor these trips. She thinks she must have asked along the
way il TCA had a lobbyist because a sponsor must not have a lobbyist. She believed that she
talked to Ms. Koknar about whether or not TCA had a lobbyist.

16. The witness stated that during certain years of the congressional trips the House Fthics
Committee was more inquisitive than the Senate Ethics Committee regarding approval of the
trips. She said she did not recall any discussion with the House Fthics Committee about who
was sponsoring meals. The focus of the discussion was on portions of the trip that were
business, historic, and leisure. The Senate Ethics Committee wanted to know more about the
events for this trip. The witness had no contact with House Ethics Committee after the trip.

17. The witness knows Nancy Zivzin-Schleigel because she is a member of TCA, but said Ms.
Schleigel did not attend the 2008 congressional staff trip but had attended events in Istanbul for
previous trips.

This memorandum was prepared on March 20, 2013 after the interview was conducted on March 14,
2013. I certify that this memorandum containg all pertinent matter discussed with the witness on March
14, 2013,

Nate Wright
Analyst
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CONFIDENTIAL

IN RE:

Subject to the Nondisclosure Provisions of H. Res. 895 of the 110th Congress as Amended

OFFICE OF CONGRESSIONAIL ETHICS
UNITED STATES HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

MEMORANDUM OF INTERVIEW

TCA Vice President

REVIEW No(s): 13-2411, 13-5845, 13-6123

DATE: April 16, 2013
LOCATION: Via Telephone
TIME: 11:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. (approximately)

PARTICIPANTS:  Kedric L. Payne

Nate Wright

SUMMARY: The OCE requested an interview with the witness and she consented to an interview. The
witness made the following statements in response to our questioning:

L.

MOI -

'The witness was given an 18 U.S.C. § 1001 warning and consented to an interview. The witness
agreed to sign a written acknowledgement of the warning and send it to the OCE. The
acknowledgment will be placed in the case file in this review.

The witness is the Vice President of TCA. She is a consultant for the organization and has
served in this capacity since the inception of TCA in February 2007.

Prior to working with TCA, the witness was the Executive Director of the Turkish Cultural
Foundation (“TCEF”), which is a sister organization of TCA. The two organizations receive the
majority of their funding from the same benefactors. The witness continues to serve as the TCF
Executive Director.

The witness told the OCE that she has worked TCA’s office in Turkey since July 2011. Prior to
that time, the witness worked in TCA’s Washington, DC office.

According to the witness, in 2008, her duties as TCA Vice President included drafting
documents providing background on Turkish issues and documents related to TCA’s vision. She
was responsible for researching such issues. She also was involved in TCA’s programs,
including minority scholarship program and Turkish-American scholarship program.

In 2008, she reported to Lincoln MeCurdy and Dr. Yalcin Ayasli. TCA only had one employee
who reported to the witness at that time, Sema Muslu.

The witness stated that she first interacted with ATC prior to her affiliation with TCA. She
recalled that in 2006, when she was Executive Director of TCF, ATC requested that TCF
sponsor a cultural project in Turkey in connection with an ATC congressional trip.
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CONFIDENTIAL

Subject to the Nondisclosure Provisions of H. Res. 895 of the 110th Congress as Amended
8. She believes that Canan Buyukunsal or Ayse Sumer were her contacts at ATC at the time in 2006.

9. In 2006, TCF provided a grant to ATC for the cultural project. TCF organized the portion of the
cultural program that involved the delegation visiting Istanbul, Turkey.

10. The witness stated that she had no role in the 2008 congressional trip to Turkey sponsored by
ATC and TCA (“2008 Trip™). She did not contact any of the attendees, plan the itinerary, or
assist with airline travel. She believes that it is possible that she reviewed a draft the itinerary,
but she did not have any input.

11. She described TCA’s role with the 2008 trip as sponsor where she defines sponsor as meaning
TCA provided a monetary grant to ATC. She told the OCE that TCA was not in the “driving
seat” for the trip. '

12. TCA did not have a congressional trip portfolio at the time of the trip in 2008. As a result, TCA
played a supporting role in the trip and was not a primary partner in organizing the trip or
inviting attendees. She stated that TCA took cues from ATC and had nothing to do with making
contacts on the Hill related to the trip.

13. She stated that Mr. McCurdy was the person from TCA who had interaction with ATC.

14. The witness told the OCE that she was not involved in the filing or preparation of the travel
disclosure forms filed with the Touse Ethics Committee. When shown the private sponsor travel
disclosure form (ATC-0034-0047), she stated that she is ninety percent sure that she did not see this
document or any document like it. She believes that she would remember seeing such a document.

15. The witness stated that she did not discuss the travel disclosure forms with anyone. She also
stated that no one ever asked her whether TCA retained a lobbyist and she never told anyone
whether TCA retained a lobbyist. She told the OCE that she does recall Ms. Buyukunsal or Ms,
Sumer asking her whether TCA retained a lobbyist. :

16. The witness first met George Hochbruekner in 2008 when he began to work as a “consultant” for
TCA. She stated that Mr. Hochbruekner’s role was to provide TCA with insight on how
Congress worked. Mr. McCurdy managed Mr. Hochbruekner.

17. She recalled that there were discussions concerning whether Mr. Hochbruekner could lobby
because he may have been in the time period when former congressman could not lobby.

18. She does not recall whether Mr. Hochbruekner was registered lobbyist at the time and she dogs
not recall when she learned that Mr. Hochbruekner was TCA’s lobbyist. However, she recalls
that there came a point where TCA decided to discontinue its relationship with Mr.
Hochbruekner because TCA wanted to conduct congressional trips.
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19. The witness told the OCE that she has never communicated with the House Committee on Ethics,

20. The witness stated that she does not know Walter Gonzales. When shown an email from the
witness to Walter Gonzales, dated August 15, 2007 (WG 0117), she did not recall the email. She
also did not recall working on any project related to the Representative Dutch Ruppersberger’s
official comments on the Turkish election. She belicves that based on the nature of the email that
she must have met Mr. Gonzales. She believed that any interaction with Mr. Gonzales would have
been related to research she was conducting as part of her TCA responsibilities.

This memorandum was prepared on April 18, 2013 after the interview with the witness on April 17,
2013. I certify that this memorandum contains all pertinent matter discussed with the witness on April
17, 2013.

Kedric L. Payne
Deputy Chief Counsel
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Subject to the Nondisclosure Provisions of H. Res. 895 of the 110th Congress as Amended

OFFICE OF CONGRESSIONAL ETHICS
UNITED STATES HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

MEMORANDUM OF INTERVIEW

IN RE: Helen Hardin

REVIEW No(s): 13-6123

DATE: ' April 22, 2013

LOCATION: 425 Third Street, SW, Suite 1110
Washington, DC 20024

TIME: 1:50 p.m. to 2:20 p.m. (approximately)

PARTICIPANTS:  Paul J. Solis

Nate Wright

SUMMARY: The OCE requested an interview with the witness and she consented to an interview. The
witness made the following statements in response to our questioning:

1.

MOI -

The witness was given an 18 U.S.C. § 1001 warning and consented to an interview. The
witness signed a written acknowledgement of the warning, which will be placed in the case file
in this review.

The witness is currently a senior policy advisor for Representative Chuck Fleishmann. She has been
employed with Rep. Fleishimann since he was elected when her former boss left three years ago.

For sixteen years prior to her current position, the witness was Chief of Staff to Representative
Zach Wamp. Inthat capacity she managed the office and oversaw its operations.

While she did not specifically handle legislation, she was active on issues regarding human
rights and religious freedom. The witness also spent time being partially paid by the Committee
on Appropriations.

The witness became involved in U.S. — Turkish relations because Rep. Wamp’s district had a
significant group of Armenians who were interested in U.S. military bases in Turkey and
legislation relating to whether or not to label it an Armenian genocide.

The witness had not taken another trip to Turkey prior to or after 2008. She did not take any
trips with the American-Turkish Council (ATC) or the Turkish Coalition of America (TCA)
other than the 2008 trip.

The witness stated that she had very few contacts with Lincoln McCurdy. She stated that she
appreciated the time Ayse took in planning and organizing the trip so she took her to lunch to say
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thank you. The witness did not remember any other people with whom she had contact at ATC
and TCA.

8. The witness stated that prior to the 2008 trip the State Department contacted Rep. Wamp’s office
to discuss the Armenian genocide resolution. She remembered a breakfast where various
Turkish business interests were discussing the resolution’s impact on U.S. - Turkish relations,
but could not remember if Lincoln approached her at this breakfast or prior to it in her office.

9. The witness stated that Lincoln suggested she go on the 2008 trip. The witriess immediately
expressed interest given her interest in human rights and religious freedom and her focus on
North Aftica and the Middle East. Ayse became her main point of contact and the witness
thought she worked for Lincoln.

10. The witness did not remember any mention of TCA having a lobbyist by either Lincoln or Ayse
and had never heard of George Hockbruekner until the OCE’s review.

11. She stated this was her first trip under the new ethics rules. She believed the Ethics Committee
was slammed because there was a lot of back and forth on the approval process and she feared it
would not be approved in time.

12. She believed that Ayse mentioned who was the person doing the trip on the Committee, but
- remembered Todd Ungerecht contacted her to say that he believed the Committee would have an
answer to her the following day.

* 13. The witness was shown document HIT 0257. The witness was asked about her response to
question 9(b). She stated the sponsor had to fill out the paperwork and give it to the traveler and
send it separately to the Committee. The traveler then gets her boss’s approval. She stated this
form was not something she filled out as it was not in her font. She believed the sponsor filled
out this form.

14. The witness stated she remembered reading each question, but did not remember anything
specific to question 9(b). She said her discussions with the Committee on Ethics during the
delay were about the paperwork and there was no discussion of a lobbyist.

15. The witness said it never occurred to her that someone would have a problem with question 9(b).
She said that she went through a checklist that was provided of what boxes to examine and
followed that list. The witness had no conversations with TCA or ATC about the box.

16. The witness stated that the form she filled out indicating that the sponsors did not employ a
lobbyist was based on the sponsor’s answer to question 9(b).

17. The witness said that she did not attend the pre-trip briefing with ATC because she lives in

Tennessee. She said that someone picked up the briefing book for her.
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18. The witness wag shown document HH_0278 through I 0354. The witness stated the notes in
the margins of the booklet were her notes.

19. The witness was asked about document HH_0279 and said she did not recall the names of the
sponsors. She remembered a business dinner, but no one stuck owut in her mind.

20. The witness was shown document HH 0282 and an entry for a “Mecting with Leaders of the
Jewish, Greek & Armenian Communities & Lunch at Asitane by BankPozitif.” The witness had
no memory of anyone talking about banking. The dinner on the page must have been the
business dinner she recalled.

21. The witness said that despite many in Turkey having a negative view of the U.8. that it can
enhance one’s social status in Turkey to be seen with Americans, especially U.S. officials. She
believed that this was why corporations sponsored the dinners. She said that the corporations
don’t try to sell you.

22. The witness said that she took a couple of personal days on the trip to visit Ephesus.

23. The witness never heard of an issue about this trip arising until the present investigation. She
said she was never contacted by ATC or TCA other than some blast emails. She stated that her
boss was also invited to speak at something, but neither she nor her boss attended.

This memorandum was prepared on April 23, 2013 after the interview with the witness on April 22,
2013. I certify that this memorandum containg all pertinent matter discussed with the witness on April
22, 2013.

Nate Wright
Analyst
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Subject to the Nondisclosure Provisions of H. Res. 895 of the 110th Congress as Amended

OFFICE OF CONGRESSIONAL ETHICS
UNITED STATES HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

MEMORANDUM OF INTERVIEW

TCA Aftorney

REVIEW No(s): 13-2411, 13-5845, 13-6123

DATE: March 8, 2013
LOCATION: 1510 15" Street, NW
Washington, DC 20005
TIME: 10:50 a.m. to 11:16 a.m. (approximately)
PARTICIPANTS:  Kedric L. Payne

Paul J. Solis

SUMMARY: The OCE requested an interview with the witness, and he consented to an interview. The
witness made the following statements in response to our questioning:

1.

MOI -

The witness was given an 18 U.S.C. § 1001 warning and consented to an interview. The
witness signed a written acknowledgement of the warning, which will be placed in the case file
in this review.

The witness is a principle at the law firm of Saltzman and Evinch, P.C. and been with the firm
since its inception in 1993,

He has provided “relatively minor congultative™ legal services to the Turkish Coalition of
America (“TCA”) since it was founded in 2007. TCA pays him an hourly rate for his services.
The Turkish American Legal Defense Fund (“TALDF”) is a litigation project of TCA so the
witness does not represent TALDF. The witness and Bruce Fein started TALDF.

The witness first became acquainted with George Hochbruekner in December 2008 near the time
that TCA decided to no longer have Mr. Hochbruckner provide lobbying services. The witness
has pot seen Mr. Hochbruekner since 2008.

The witness did not know Mr. Hochbruekner was a lobbyist when her first met him but later
knew he was after he saw a few emails with his name on them. The witness was not involved in
any contracts with lobbyists or lobbyist registration. The witness also stated that he thought
TCA hired Mr. Hochbruekner more as a consultant.

The witness never worked for American Turkish Coalition (“ATC”) but knows people who work
there. The witness knows James Holmes. The witness has never attended an ATC trip to Turkey
but traveled to Turkey in 2011 with Native American leaders.
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7. The witness told the OCE that around December 2008, he was asked to prepare a legal
memorandum for TCA on “HLOGA” because Lincoln MeCurdy wanted to have the organization
plan its own congressional trips to Turkey.

8. He prepared the memorandum and concluded that TCA could not retain lobbyists if it planned to
conduct such congressional trips. The memorandum did not address any issues with prior trips.

9. With respect to the ethics issue of the August 2008 trip to Turkey, the witness prepared a plan of
action for Mr. McCurdy around January 2009 after he became aware in December 2008, He first
contacted the attorney for ATC, Doreen Edelman, and told her about the problem that TCA
retained a lobbyist at the time that it sponsored the 2008 trip. The witness stated that they
decided that they had “to make this right.”

10. The witness then called House Ethics Committee and left a voicemail message for the staff
person who was handling trips, Susan Olson. He told the OCE that he left a detailed voicemail
message, explaining that TCA had a lobbyist at the time it sponsored the 2008 trip and seeking
advice on how to disclose and repair the problem.

11. When the witness’s message was not returned, he called Ms. Olson again and spoke with her

January 27, 2009, He explained the issue to her and he stated that she told him that she would
look into it and call him back.

12. The witness did not receive a call back from the House Ethics Committee. He assumed that the
Committee had contacted ATC to resolve the issue. The witness also stated that TCA expected
renumeration to come from the ATC side, so when they didn’t hear anything, TCA thought
Ethics took it up with ATC.

This memorandutn was prepared on March 8, 2013 after the interview with the witness on March 7,
2013. I certify that this memorandum contains all pertinent matter discussed with the witness on March
7,2013.

Kedric L. Payne
Deputy Chief Counsel
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OFFICE OF CONGRESSIONAL ETHICS
UNITED STATES HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

MEMORANDUM OF INTERVIEW

IN RE: ATC President
REVIEW No(s): 13-2411, 13-3845, 13-6123
DATE: March 14, 2013
LOCATION: 1111 14" Street, NW
Washington, DC 20005
TIME: 2:00 p.m. to 2:50 p.m. (approximately)

PARTICIPANTS:  Kedric L. Payne

Nate Wright

SUMMARY: The OCE requested an interview with the witness and he consented to an interview. The
witness made the following statements in regponse to our questioning:

1.

MOI -

The witness was given an 18 U.S.C. § 1001 warning and consented to an interview. The
witness signed a written acknowledgement of the warning, which will be placed in the case file
in this review.

The witness is the President and CEO of ATC and has been with the organization since April 20035,

As President and CEO of ATC he is responsible for supervising of ATC staff and promoting the
business interests of the organization’s corporate members. The staff consists of approximately
five full-time employees and two part-time employees.

The witness told the OCE that the interests of the organization include “business-to-business”
concerns between the United States and Turkey.

The interests also include “business-to-government” concerns. For example, ATC hosts an
annual conference attended by senior executive branch officials (e.g., Leon Panetta) and ATC
members. ATC recently hosted an event with Turkish officials to discuss opportunities and
incentives for U.S. companies to invest in Turkey. Another example is the annual congressional
staff trip to Turkey that ATC hosts.

Much of ATC’s activities operate on a committee basis organized by interest (e.g. defense
supplies, pharmaceuticals, banking, energy, etc.).

The witness stated that ATC has hosted congressional staff trips for fifteen to sixteen years,
which includes years before he joined ATC. He said that last year there was no staff trip due to
lack of funding, but he anticipated there would be another trip this year for seven to eight days.
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8. The witness framed these stafl trips within ATC’s interest to protect and promote a positive
political climate between the United States and Turkey. He stated that given Turkey’s political
baggage there was never a year when it was not necessary to make some advocacy effort to
highlight the impact of a certain action on the broader view of the U.S. and Turkish business
relationship.

9. According to the witness, ATC does not work with the Turkish Coalition of America (“TCA™)
on a recurring basis.

10. He recalled that on one occasion ATC worked with TCA to have a congressional staff'trip in
2008. This 2008 trip is the only occasion where ATC received any support from TCA, ATC and
TCA occasionally run into each other at the same events, but generally there is no convergence
of interests and efforts.

I1, ATC had brought a Turkish archeologist from Patara, Turkey to the United States in 2006 and
subsequently, TCA. expressed and interest in organizing a trip to Patara with Congressional staff
because of the location’s connection with the Federalist Papers.

12. He has known Lincoln McCurdy, the President of TCA, since 1995 or 1996. Mr. McCurdy was
the witnesses’ predecessor as President of ATC.

13. The witness told the OCE that he does not know George Hochbruekner,

14, When asked about his role in planning and organizing the congressional staff trips, the witness
stated that Ayse Sumer is the ATC staff person responsible for the trips. She organizes the trips,
recruits congressional staff to attend, and makes sure that it is approved by the ethics
committees. The witness reviews her work, goes over the minutia of the trip, and signs anything
that is necessary, such as the travel disclosure forms,

15. He stated that Canan Buyunkusal is the other ATC staff person who assists Ms. Sumer with the
congressional staff trips.

16. The witness was shown the trip itinerary, titled “2008 Congressional Staff Trip to Turkey”
(ATC_0215-0222). When asked about the difference between the “corporate sponsor” and the
“associate sponsors” listed in the ifinerary, the witness stated that he believes the difference is the
volume of the sponsorship. However, he said that he did not this for certain.

17. He stated that in general the funding for the trip comes from the general fund. He said that most
of the money from dues is for administrative support, rent, and insurance. A small portion goes
to ensure ATC the full financing of the congressional staff trip.
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18. He said that some companies may provide in-kind services to the trip. He mentioned that an
ATC counterpart organization in Turkey provides hotel rooms and bus services for the
congressional staff trip instead of cash for their membership dues.

19. The witness was shown a page from the trip itinerary (ATC 0219) and asked about an entry
reading “Lunch at Asitane hosted by BankPozitif.” He said the sponsorship was separate from
the general fund and the type of thing the company liked to do for the congressional staff trip.

20. The witness did not attend the 2008 trip to Turkey and has never aftended a congressional staff
trip to Turkey. However, he did attend the pre-trip briefing with the congressional staffers.

21. He told the OCE that he reviewed the travel disclosure form that was filed with the House Ethics
Committee for the 2008 Turkey trip and he thought that it was accurate.

22. The witness recalled a problem with corporate members having lobbyists and seeking advice
from legal counsel.

This memorandum was prepared on March 8, 2013 after the interview with the witness on March 7,
2013. I certify that this memorandum contains all pertinent matter discussed with the witness on March
7, 2013.

Kedric L. Payne
Deputy Chief Counsel

MOI - Page 3 of 3 OFFICE OF CONGRESSIONAL ETHICS

13-6123_0152



