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Helen Eisner: Okay. This is November 6, 2017. Speaking is Helen Eisner. I'm joined by 1 

my colleague Jeff Brown from the Office of Congressional Ethics. This is 2 

review number 17-2646. We are interviewing Rep. Duncan’s Deputy 3 

Chief of Staff (“Deputy Chief of Staff”), who's joined by his counsel Heidi 4 

Abegg. We have provided Deputy Chief of Staff a copy of the False 5 

Statements Act and he has signed the acknowledgement form. I think we'll 6 

go ahead and get started. Put this in the middle here. 7 

I just want to start with some background questions. Where are you 8 

currently employed? 9 

Dep. Chief of Staff: Congressman John Duncan.  10 

Helen Eisner:  Okay. Is that in his congressional office? 11 

Dep. Chief of Staff: Correct.  12 

Helen Eisner:  What is your position there? 13 

Dep. Chief of Staff: Deputy chief of staff.  14 

Helen Eisner:  How long have you held that role? 15 

Dep. Chief of Staff: I think roughly since 2000. 16 

Helen Eisner: Okay. Before 2000, were you involved in the congressional office in any 17 

way? 18 

Dep. Chief of Staff: Yes. I was his legislative director.  19 

Helen Eisner:  Okay. Who do you report to in your role as deputy chief of staff? 20 

Dep. Chief of Staff: Our chief of staff, Bob Griffitts. And obviously, the member of Congress. 21 

Helen Eisner: Sure. What are your responsibilities as deputy chief of staff? 22 

Dep. Chief of Staff: I advise him. In the last year I’ve taken over the communications aspect of 23 

the office spokesman. Up until August, I managed the Washington office. 24 

I staffed him on all the matters before the Transportation Infrastructure 25 

Committee.  26 

Helen Eisner: In your role as deputy chief of staff, how often do you interact with the 27 

Congressman's campaign committee? 28 

Dep. Chief of Staff: I mean, it would vary. Sometimes a year it might be once or twice a 29 

month. Sometimes August recess or in the fall. Might not be for a couple 30 

months. 31 

Helen Eisner: Okay. What are the types of situations when you would interact with the 32 

Campaign Committee? 33 
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Dep. Chief of Staff: Usually if we had a piece of correspondence that was more campaign 1 

related. If we had questions from the media that was campaign related. 2 

Helen Eisner:  Sure. 3 

Dep. Chief of Staff: Sometimes I'm on call and let them know that I'll send them some 4 

documents or ... 5 

Helen Eisner: As far as the campaign committee itself, what work do you perform for the 6 

campaign committee? 7 

Dep. Chief of Staff: What work? 8 

Helen Eisner:  Yes. 9 

Dep. Chief of Staff: I would attend fundraisers with the Member. Sometimes we'd be handed 10 

checks at those events. 11 

Helen Eisner:  Is that currently? 12 

Dep. Chief of Staff: Not since I've moved here in August, no ma'am. 13 

Helen Eisner: Okay. For your work before you moved here in August, for the campaign 14 

committee, did you have an official title or role with the campaign 15 

committee? 16 

Dep. Chief of Staff: No. 17 

Helen Eisner: Okay. Were you paid any type of salary or compensation for the work that 18 

you performed? 19 

Dep. Chief of Staff: At one time. He did a large fundraiser at the Capitol Hill Club and I was 20 

compensated for that. I kind of organized it. We hadn't held that event in 21 

four or five years.  22 

Helen Eisner:  Okay. Approximately, when was that fundraiser? 23 

Dep. Chief of Staff: Let's see ... My years are running together as I get old. I saw something the 24 

other day and it was 2007 and I thought, "Well that wasn't very long ago." 25 

And then I'm like, well it's 2017, it's ten years, so it's going to be ... I 26 

probably did it for maybe five years? I mean this is a ball, ball, ball park 27 

guess. Maybe 2007 to maybe 2014? Or 13? 28 

Helen Eisner:  Okay.  29 

Dep. Chief of Staff: We haven't had that event, a large event, in three or four years. Or longer. 30 

Helen Eisner:  How did you first meet the Congressman? 31 

Dep. Chief of Staff: When I first met him was on a campaign event for his first election, I 32 

believe. I traveled with him. 33 
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Helen Eisner:  How well do you know the Congressman's family? 1 

Dep. Chief of Staff: I'm not sure how to answer ... I mean, I know all of them. They all know 2 

me. Do I interact with them on a social level or anything like that? No, not 3 

really.  4 

Helen Eisner:  Okay. Where's the campaign located? 5 

Dep. Chief of Staff: There's a P.O. Box. It's where I sent everything.  6 

Helen Eisner:  Where is that P.O. Box? Not the specific address, but where is it located? 7 

Dep. Chief of Staff: In Knoxville. 8 

Helen Eisner:  What about a physical campaign office space? 9 

Dep. Chief of Staff: I don't know. 10 

Helen Eisner:  Don't know.  11 

Dep. Chief of Staff: I sent everything to the P.O. Box. 12 

Helen Eisner:  Okay. Do you know who works for the campaign committee currently? 13 

Dep. Chief of Staff: Some of it.  14 

Helen Eisner:  Can you tell us those names? 15 

Dep. Chief of Staff: Jason Brown. His son John. Courtney ... I'll have to look her last name up.  16 

Helen Eisner:  Courtney Kohlhepp?  17 

Dep. Chief of Staff: Yes.  18 

Helen Eisner: Okay. When they performed work, do you know where they performed 19 

the work? 20 

Dep. Chief of Staff: No.  21 

Helen Eisner: Okay. Do you know if the campaign committee has ever had an office 22 

space besides the P.O. Box? 23 

Dep. Chief of Staff: Yes. 24 

Helen Eisner:  Okay. 25 

Dep. Chief of Staff: I don't know where it was though. Or is or ... 26 

Helen Eisner:  During what period of time? 27 

Dep. Chief of Staff: To be honest with you, I don't ... I would hear discussions of the campaign 28 

office I just never asked where it ... All my dealings I had picked up the 29 

phone and called somebody or sent it to the P.O. Box. 30 
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Helen Eisner: Okay. We're only asking for what you know so that's perfectly 1 

understandable. When you heard discussions of the campaign office, who 2 

was participating in those discussions? 3 

Dep. Chief of Staff: I think maybe our chief of staff mentioned something to me about it.  4 

Helen Eisner:  What did he mention to you? 5 

Dep. Chief of Staff: I don't recall. 6 

Helen Eisner:  Okay. 7 

Dep. Chief of Staff: I think maybe yard signs or something. I can't even remember.  8 

Helen Eisner:  You mentioned John, that's the Congressman's son John? 9 

Dep. Chief of Staff: Yes, ma'am. 10 

Helen Eisner:  Okay. What does he do for the campaign? 11 

Dep. Chief of Staff: I know he attends events for the Congressman when the Congressman 12 

can't go. My understanding is that he did organize the campaign activities 13 

during the election season. Delivered yard signs, that kind of thing.  14 

Helen Eisner:  How did you come to that understanding? 15 

Dep. Chief of Staff: My dad wanted a yard sign. That's how I came about the yard sign. Just 16 

the discussions, yea I don’t really. 17 

Helen Eisner: When your dad wanted the yard sign, where did you pick up the yard 18 

sign? 19 

Dep. Chief of Staff: I think someone from the campaign brought it to him. 20 

Helen Eisner:  Okay. Was that John? 21 

Dep. Chief of Staff: I don't know. 22 

Helen Eisner:  Okay.  23 

Dep. Chief of Staff: It's been four, six, two, three, election cycles ago. 24 

Helen Eisner:  What is your knowledge of the campaign's finances? 25 

Dep. Chief of Staff: I know the general. I've looked at the FEC report before because I had 26 

maybe received a check or something and wanted to make sure that it had 27 

gotten deposited. Other than the occasional look at ... Or what Roll Call 28 

would report of cash on hand. Sometimes how much we had raised in a 29 

quarter. Something like that. Just big picture type stuff. 30 

Helen Eisner:  Who is responsible for the campaign's finances? 31 
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Dep. Chief of Staff: When you say finances it can- 1 

Helen Eisner: The campaign's cash on hand and making disbursements and keeping 2 

track of those types of- 3 

Dep. Chief of Staff: I think Jason. 4 

Helen Eisner:  Jason. 5 

Dep. Chief of Staff: Brown. 6 

Helen Eisner:  Okay. 7 

Jeff Brown:  Does Bob play any role in that regard? 8 

Dep. Chief of Staff: He may. If he does, I don't know what role. I mean, just to be clear on the 9 

finances, I mean, sometimes our fundraiser, when he would do an event, 10 

would ask for the card number to pay for the food and that kind of thing, 11 

which- 12 

Helen Eisner:  Okay. And who is that fundraiser? 13 

Dep. Chief of Staff: Will Milligan. 14 

Helen Eisner: Okay. I want to give you a copy of this document, which you provided, I 15 

think, as a part of a production that our office received. This is DFC_1326, 16 

and this is a Declaration from October 3, 2017. Who asked you to make 17 

this Declaration? 18 

Dep. Chief of Staff: Heidi, our attorney. 19 

Helen Eisner: Okay, and how did you come to learn that the OCE was conducting a 20 

review? 21 

Dep. Chief of Staff: I think it was just discussion in the office. 22 

Helen Eisner:  Okay, and between who? 23 

Dep. Chief of Staff: Me and Bob Griffitts. 24 

Helen Eisner:  And what did Bob Griffitts tell you about the OCE's investigation? 25 

Dep. Chief of Staff: That things were being looked at. I got the impression that he didn't really 26 

understand why, but ... 27 

Helen Eisner: Okay. Did you talk about some of the specific questions that our office 28 

had? 29 

Dep. Chief of Staff: Yeah, I think so. 30 

Helen Eisner:  Okay, and what did Mr. Griffitts say about those specific questions? 31 
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Dep. Chief of Staff: That you all were looking for an explanation of petty cash and how the 1 

football tickets were handled. 2 

Helen Eisner: Okay, and why did he talk to you about how the football tickets were 3 

handled? 4 

Dep. Chief of Staff: Because I usually had those in Washington. 5 

Helen Eisner:  Okay, usually had the tickets in Washington or the- 6 

Dep. Chief of Staff: Tickets. 7 

Helen Eisner:  Okay. So was that for the Washington Redskins? 8 

Dep. Chief of Staff: Yes, ma'am. 9 

Helen Eisner: Okay. Can you tell us, give us a little bit of detail about what you mean by 10 

those tickets, what those tickets were? 11 

Dep. Chief of Staff: Sure. So they were season tickets to the Washington Redskins, and we 12 

used them as a way to thank donors or somebody that'd helped with the 13 

campaign or made a contribution as a token of appreciation or a thank you. 14 

Helen Eisner:  And who purchased the tickets? 15 

Dep. Chief of Staff: My understanding was the campaign. 16 

Helen Eisner:  And why was that your understanding? 17 

Dep. Chief of Staff: Because I think, well, the reason it was my understanding was is, and this 18 

is vague, but at one point I was told that they had received word from the 19 

FEC that that was an allowable expense. Then later on, that changed. I 20 

don't know, I never saw the letters or any of that, but that circumstance 21 

had changed and was no longer an allowable expense, and so we didn't 22 

renew the tickets. 23 

Helen Eisner:  Who had initially received word that it was an allowable expense? 24 

Dep. Chief of Staff: I don't know. 25 

Helen Eisner:  Okay. Who told you that the campaign had received that information? 26 

Dep. Chief of Staff: I think it was Mr. Griffitts. 27 

Helen Eisner: Okay, and during what period of time were you involved in this process of 28 

distributing the Washington Redskins tickets? 29 

Dep. Chief of Staff: I knew you all were going to ask this, and I was trying to think on the way 30 

over. Again, my years are muddled together. It was for maybe a four or 31 

five year period. 32 
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Helen Eisner: And can you give us an approximate year range for when that four or five 1 

year period would have occurred? 2 

Dep. Chief of Staff: This is 2017. I would say around ... I'm guessing ... They were stopped 3 

being used in 2000, I'm going to say, 13 or 14. 4 

Helen Eisner:  Okay. 5 

Dep. Chief of Staff: And so they were used for the previous, you know, maybe four or five 6 

years before that. So 2012 or 13 would've been the last year we had them. 7 

Helen Eisner:  Okay. 8 

Dep. Chief of Staff: If that makes it clearer. 9 

Helen Eisner: You said that the campaign purchased the tickets. How would you receive 10 

the tickets? 11 

Dep. Chief of Staff: I think usually Bob comes up to the Washington office, had been about 12 

once a month or once every other month, and he would just bring them 13 

with him most of the time because we didn't want to send them in the mail 14 

or whatever. 15 

Helen Eisner:  So Bob would physically hand you the tickets. 16 

Dep. Chief of Staff: Yeah, yeah. They may have been Fedexed to my house once or twice 17 

but ... 18 

Helen Eisner: In your declaration and I guess this is the end of the first paragraph, you 19 

say ... Well, I'll just read the rest of the paragraph. 20 

The Duncan for Congress campaign purchased season tickets to the 21 

Washington Redskins several years ago. It quit purchasing these tickets 22 

some four, maybe even more, years ago. 23 

And when you say "it quit", that was the, Duncan for Congress quit 24 

purchasing? 25 

Dep. Chief of Staff: Yes, ma'am. 26 

Helen Eisner:  Okay. 27 

Dep. Chief of Staff: I mean I was never part of writing a check for tickets, but that was my 28 

understanding. 29 

Helen Eisner: Okay. When you received the tickets, what then was the process of 30 

distributing the tickets? 31 

Dep. Chief of Staff: Would usually either call or see a lobbyist and ask them if they would like 32 

to use the tickets for an upcoming game. 33 
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Helen Eisner:  So you would personally call or see the Lobbyist- 1 

Dep. Chief of Staff: Uh-huh (affirmative). 2 

Helen Eisner:  And then that was the process? 3 

Dep. Chief of Staff: Yeah. Sometimes they may be the third or fourth lobbyist because some 4 

people aren't interested in football, or it's kind of a hassle to get over there, 5 

or they were having a bad year and you know ... 6 

Helen Eisner:  Yeah. How were those lobbyist selected as the recipients of the tickets? 7 

Dep. Chief of Staff: In my head.  8 

Helen Eisner:  Okay. 9 

Dep. Chief of Staff: I usually picked someone that we had worked with in the past and was 10 

mainly from the transportation infrastructure community. 11 

Helen Eisner: So you were the person primarily responsible for selecting those lobbyists 12 

who received- 13 

Dep. Chief of Staff: For the most part unless I was told early on during the week, yeah. 14 

Helen Eisner:  Okay. And were those lobbyists based in DC? 15 

Dep. Chief of Staff: Yeah, I don't remember if we'd done it for any lobbyist outside of DC. 16 

Helen Eisner:  Okay. 17 

Dep. Chief of Staff: Just because most people aren't going to fly to DC to ... 18 

Helen Eisner: Was there any expectation when you provided the tickets to the lobbyist 19 

that the lobbyist would provide anything to you or to the office? 20 

Dep. Chief of Staff: No, ma'am. 21 

Helen Eisner:  What about to the Congressman? 22 

Dep. Chief of Staff: No, ma'am. 23 

Helen Eisner: Had the lobbyist provided anything of value whether it be information or 24 

anything tangible of value to the Congressman before they were selected 25 

to receive the tickets? 26 

Dep. Chief of Staff: They may have attended a fundraiser. 27 

Helen Eisner:  And at these fundraisers would they provide donations to- 28 

Dep. Chief of Staff: Yes, ma'am. 29 
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Helen Eisner: Besides this process that you've described for distributing tickets to the 1 

lobbyists was there any other method by which the tickets were 2 

distributed? 3 

Dep. Chief of Staff: Yes, I think we, I want to say on occasion, we'd maybe just like at a 4 

fundraiser had everyone write their name on a piece of paper and then held 5 

a drawing. 6 

Helen Eisner:  Okay, and who attended those fundraisers? 7 

Dep. Chief of Staff: Lobbyists. 8 

Helen Eisner:  Okay. 9 

Dep. Chief of Staff: Mostly lobbyists. 10 

Helen Eisner: In your declaration, you describe an annual fundraising event at the 11 

Capitol Hill Club? 12 

Dep. Chief of Staff: Yes, ma'am. 13 

Helen Eisner:  What was that event? 14 

Dep. Chief of Staff: That was the one I was telling you about previously that I was 15 

compensated for hosting, or organizing. 16 

Helen Eisner: Okay. Is that the same as what you were just describing as the fundraising 17 

event attended by lobbyists? 18 

Dep. Chief of Staff: I'm not sure ... 19 

Helen Eisner: So I think you were just saying, we were talking about the different ways 20 

the tickets were distributed.  21 

Dep. Chief of Staff: M-hmm. (Affirmative) 22 

Helen Eisner: We talked about you giving them individually to the lobbyists, you 23 

mentioned that sometimes there were other fundraising events where the 24 

tickets, people might write their name and-  25 

Dep. Chief of Staff: Right  26 

Helen Eisner: And there might be a drawing for a distribution. That second category that 27 

we were talking about, is that the same type of event, or the same event, as 28 

you described in your declaration? As the fundraising event at Capitol Hill 29 

Club, or is that something different? 30 

Dep. Chief of Staff: No, I think that's the same event.  31 

Helen Eisner:  Okay. So there would be a drawing among the- 32 
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Dep. Chief of Staff: I mean we didn't do it every year but-  1 

Helen Eisner:  How many years would you-  2 

Let me just clarify that. How many years were tickets given out at that 3 

Capitol Hill Club. 4 

Dep. Chief of Staff: Maybe once or twice.  5 

Helen Eisner:  Once or twice.  6 

On what occasions were the Washington Redskins tickets given to 7 

constituents? 8 

Dep. Chief of Staff: I think they were given to charity for auction. 9 

Helen Eisner:  And what was that auction.  10 

Dep. Chief of Staff: I don't know what-  11 

Helen Eisner:  Or what charity? 12 

Dep. Chief of Staff: I'm understanding it's the Sertoma Center?  13 

Helen Eisner:  And how many times did that happen?  14 

Dep. Chief of Staff: Maybe three?  15 

Helen Eisner: So let me just clarify, there were about three times when tickets were 16 

provided to the Sertoma Foundation, and were those individual tickets or 17 

the full season tickets?  18 

Dep. Chief of Staff: No, just single game.  19 

Helen Eisner: Okay. So that was one method which the tickets were distributed. There 20 

was the Capitol Hill Club event where once or twice there was a drawing, 21 

and then there was the situation you initially described where you would 22 

identify lobbyists, either call them up or see them in person and provide 23 

them tickets. Were there any other ways in which tickets were distributed, 24 

Washington Redskins tickets?  25 

Dep. Chief of Staff: I think from... Not that I can recall on. I mean they may have come from 26 

the district to come from somebody down here, I don't know.  27 

Helen Eisner:  The Sertoma Foundation, where's that based? 28 

Dep. Chief of Staff: I think in Knoxville. 29 

Helen Eisner:  Okay. So that was the charity event that was held in Knoxville?  30 

Dep. Chief of Staff: My understanding, yes.  31 
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Helen Eisner: So that was the, in your statement you said there were some instances in 1 

which the tickets for a game would be donated to a charity, to be 2 

auctioned off to help raise funds for the charity.  3 

   That's the one charity- 4 

Dep. Chief of Staff: Yes ma’am.  5 

Helen Eisner:    -that comes to mind, okay. 6 

We've been talking about Washington Redskins tickets, did you have a 7 

role in distributing any other types of tickets? 8 

Dep. Chief of Staff: No ma'am. That I'm aware.  9 

Helen Eisner:  What about tickets for the Knoxville Ice Bears?  10 

Dep. Chief of Staff: No.  11 

Helen Eisner:  No. For the University of Tennessee?  12 

Dep. Chief of Staff: No.  13 

Helen Eisner:  What about for the Knoxville Symphony or Orchestra?  14 

Dep. Chief of Staff: No.  15 

Helen Eisner: Okay. In addition to the Declaration, you provided us with a list, which is 16 

DFC_1327.  17 

   Where did this list come from?  18 

Dep. Chief of Staff: I typed it up.  19 

Helen Eisner:  And when did you type it up?  20 

Dep. Chief of Staff: Within the last, probably around the same time I did the declaration, I 21 

started trying to just remember who we may have given to and that's I 22 

guess an example of what type of lobbyists we would've given to, I can't 23 

swear it.  24 

Helen Eisner: So are these people who definitely received tickets? Or are you saying that 25 

you think they might have, based on your recollection, I just want to 26 

clarify.  27 

Dep. Chief of Staff: I was trying to come up with a list of people that I probably would have 28 

called, I can't tell you whether they actually accepted the tickets, as I 29 

mentioned, you know, a lot of times it would be two or three people before 30 

they were accepted, so you know.  31 
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Helen Eisner: When you went to put this list together, were there any materials that you 1 

referenced? 2 

Dep. Chief of Staff: No.  3 

Helen Eisner:  Okay, so this was based on your memory.  4 

Dep. Chief of Staff: Correct. I mean, I may have looked at the internet to see how to spell some 5 

of their names, or, organizations. 6 

Helen Eisner: Sure, understandable. I just want to quickly understand who these people 7 

are. On the first individual from the National Utility Contractors 8 

Association, Evan Wyman, who is that individual?  9 

Dep. Chief of Staff: Evan Wyman, he was a lobbyist at that time of the National Utility 10 

Contractors Association, he no longer works there.  11 

Helen Eisner:  Okay. And what was his relationship with the campaign committee? 12 

Dep. Chief of Staff: He had attended campaign events.  13 

Helen Eisner:  Was he a contributor?  14 

Dep. Chief of Staff: The Association was.  15 

Helen Eisner:  And, in what other ways did the Association support the Congressman?  16 

Dep. Chief of Staff: Other than campaign donations?  17 

Helen Eisner:  Yeah.  18 

Dep. Chief of Staff: That's all that I'm aware of.  19 

Helen Eisner:  And was this individual based in Washington D.C.? 20 

Dep. Chief of Staff: Yes ma'am.  21 

Helen Eisner: When he received the tickets, did the Congressman attend the game with 22 

him?  23 

Dep. Chief of Staff: No ma'am.  24 

Helen Eisner:  Okay.  25 

Dep. Chief of Staff: I don't know that he received them, but if he would've received them, the 26 

second ticket was for their ticket friend, or wife, or spouse or whoever 27 

they wanted.  28 

Jeff Brown:  Did the Congressman ever attend Washington Redskins games? 29 

Dep. Chief of Staff: He did. I mean, to my knowledge.  30 
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Jeff Brown:  With the tickets purchased by the campaign?  1 

Dep. Chief of Staff: Yes.  2 

Jeff Brown:  Do you remember what years that was?  3 

Dep. Chief of Staff: No.  4 

Helen Eisner:  Did he attend with any of these individuals? Or their organizations?  5 

Dep. Chief of Staff: No ma'am.  6 

Helen Eisner:  Okay.  7 

Jeff Brown:  Do you recall who he would've attended with?  8 

Dep. Chief of Staff: To my understanding, again, I wasn't involved in it, but just from what I 9 

was told, or heard, he was, I think took a grandson, maybe?  10 

Jeff Brown:  Is it just one time or did he attend the Redskins with any frequency? 11 

Dep. Chief of Staff: It wasn't frequent no. It's a rare occasion that he's in Washington on the 12 

weekend.  13 

Helen Eisner: Just so I can understand a little further, so the next person on the list, Bob 14 

Bergman, he was a lobbyist for UPS?  15 

Dep. Chief of Staff: Yes ma'am.  16 

Helen Eisner:  And was he, I guess, campaign contributor to the Congressman?  17 

Dep. Chief of Staff:   Yes ma’am 18 

Helen Eisner:   Was there any other type of relationship between the Congressman and 19 

Bob Bergman or UPS?  20 

Dep. Chief of Staff: I mean, he, like all lobbyists, would lobby us on issues  21 

Helen Eisner: What about Rod Nofzinger, Nofzinger, N-O-F-Z-I-N-G-E-R, just for the 22 

transcript. Was the Owner Operaters Independent Drivers Association a 23 

contributor to the Congressman?  24 

Dep. Chief of Staff: Yes ma'am.  25 

Helen Eisner: Okay. So for all these individuals, all the organizations listed, were all 26 

those organizations contributors to the Congressman? 27 

Dep. Chief of Staff: At one time or another, yes ma'am.  28 

Helen Eisner:  At any time did they provide anything else of value to the Congressman?  29 

Dep. Chief of Staff: No ma'am.  30 
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Helen Eisner:  What about- sorry- 1 

   What about any type of valuable information?  2 

Dep. Chief of Staff: Define valuable information.  3 

Helen Eisner: Did they provide information, well it's really- you've worked in Congress 4 

for many years, information that stands out to you as insider information 5 

or particularly relevant information.  6 

Dep. Chief of Staff: No, I mean it would be on an issue that would be affecting their 7 

association and the company that they represented, how-  8 

Helen Eisner:  Were all of these individuals and organizations based in Washington DC?  9 

Dep. Chief of Staff: Yes ma'am.  10 

Helen Eisner: So, you said in your declaration that at some point the congressional or the 11 

campaign committee quit purchasing tickets-  12 

Dep. Chief of Staff: Correct.  13 

Helen Eisner:  Why is that?  14 

Dep. Chief of Staff: I was told that we got some sort of indication from the FEC that they were 15 

changing a rule, or had changed their mind on allowing us to do that, I 16 

don't know, I never saw it but I was told that it was no longer an allowable 17 

use of campaign funds to purchase tickets to give them to donors.  18 

Helen Eisner:  And who did that communication come from?  19 

Dep. Chief of Staff: I don't recall. Probably either Bob Griffitts, or Congressman Duncan. But I 20 

don't recall which one told me.  21 

Jeff Brown:  I think you said that was an FEC communication of some kind?  22 

Dep. Chief of Staff: That was my understanding, yes.  23 

Jeff Brown: Did that come to “Duncan for Congress”, or do you know if that was, you 24 

know specifically, or did it go to other Members?  25 

Dep. Chief of Staff: I don't know, I never saw it, all I knew about it was we were no longer 26 

going to purchase them because we couldn't use them to thank donors.  27 

Helen Eisner: Okay. Besides the tickets, was there anything else that you distributed to 28 

lobbyists?  29 

Dep. Chief of Staff: That we distributed to the lobbyists? He would take a photo with the 30 

lobbyists, and usually we would mail the photo at the fundraiser, you 31 

know, to the lobbyist, I want to say one time we did a raffle with like a 32 

 
17-2646_1054



CONFIDENTIAL 

Subject to the Nondisclosure Provisions of H. Res. 895 of the 110th Congress as Amended 

Page 16 of 18 
 

maybe Nationals tickets? I can't recall if it was tickets, or just a hat or 1 

something baseball themed.  2 

Helen Eisner:  Okay.  3 

Dep. Chief of Staff: But it was given away as like the same kind of raffles that we did with 4 

football tickets.  5 

Helen Eisner: Do you know if the campaign committee also distributed Knoxville Ice 6 

Bears tickets to anyone, purchased those tickets?  7 

Dep. Chief of Staff: I don't know.  8 

Helen Eisner:  You don't know. What about University of Tennessee tickets?  9 

   Alright, who would have that knowledge?  10 

Dep. Chief of Staff: Someone who worked on the campaign in Knoxville I'm assuming.  11 

Helen Eisner:  Do you know if the Congressman plays golf?  12 

Dep. Chief of Staff: Yes.  13 

Helen Eisner:  How often does he play golf?  14 

Dep. Chief of Staff: In Knoxville I don't know, in Washington he was a cohost of the golf 15 

tournament for the former Members of Congress do that's a benefit for 16 

Wounded Warrior or one of the veterans organizations. 17 

Helen Eisner:  Would he ever golf with lobbyists?  18 

Dep. Chief of Staff: I think he has before, yeah.  19 

Helen Eisner:  And where did that take place?  20 

Dep. Chief of Staff: Somewhere in Washington maybe? Maybe, if another Member would do a 21 

golf tournament and would invite him.  22 

Helen Eisner:  On what occasions has the Congressman gone golfing with constituents?  23 

Dep. Chief of Staff: I don't know.  24 

Helen Eisner:  Anything come to mind, or you can remember him doing that generally?  25 

Dep. Chief of Staff: I'm sure he probably has at some point, I couldn't tell you, because that 26 

wouldn't have occurred here.  27 

Helen Eisner: So, because you just started in the office down in August in Knoxville, 28 

who at the Knoxville office would be familiar with whether or not he had 29 

gone golfing with constituents?  30 
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Dep. Chief of Staff: Bob Griffitts might know? I mean the scheduler might know because she 1 

might put a note on the schedule to remind him.  2 

Helen Eisner:  What scheduler is that?  3 

Dep. Chief of Staff: His?  4 

Helen Eisner: Is it a congressional schedule, or is it combined with his congressional and 5 

campaign schedule? How does that work? 6 

Dep. Chief of Staff: We put campaign events on there.  7 

Helen Eisner:  And do you have access to that schedule?  8 

Dep. Chief of Staff: To look at? Yes. 9 

Helen Eisner: And, as a part of this OCE review, were you asked to look for or identify 10 

any records maintained in the congressional office? In response to our 11 

requests?  12 

Dep. Chief of Staff: No.  13 

Helen Eisner: Did Bob Griffitts ask you to look for any materials in response to our 14 

request?  15 

Dep. Chief of Staff: Yes. Any of the records I had of who we had given the Redskins tickets to.  16 

Helen Eisner:  And what did you find?  17 

Dep. Chief of Staff: I did not find them.  18 

Helen Eisner:  How would those records have been maintained?  19 

Dep. Chief of Staff: I kept them poorly, I wrote the names down on the envelopes, the tickets 20 

came in each year.  21 

Helen Eisner:  Did you search your email for any records of-  22 

Dep. Chief of Staff: No.  23 

Helen Eisner:  Your congressional email?  24 

Dep. Chief of Staff: No.  25 

Helen Eisner  So you did not search the email?  26 

Dep. Chief of Staff: No, I didn't search any email.  27 

Helen Eisner: Did anyone in the congressional office search their email for records in 28 

response to our request?  29 

Dep. Chief of Staff: Not that I'm aware of.  30 
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Helen Eisner: Okay. So, besides Bob Griffitts, who else have you communicated with 1 

about the office congressional ethics investigation?  2 

Dep. Chief of Staff: My wife.  3 

Helen Eisner:  Okay. Has anyone else reached out to you regarding our investigation?  4 

Dep. Chief of Staff: No ma'am.  5 

Helen Eisner: Is there anything else that you think we should know, based on the 6 

questions that we've asked you today?  7 

Dep. Chief of Staff: No, I mean, I have records of who I gave the football tickets to, but when I 8 

was moving in August, you know, cleaned 24 years of stuff out of your 9 

desk-  10 

Helen Eisner:  And, what happened to those records?  11 

Dep. Chief of Staff: I threw them away.  12 

Helen Eisner: And was that before or after you learned about the OCE's request for 13 

documents.  14 

Dep. Chief of Staff: Before.  15 

Helen Eisner:  So you threw them away before.  16 

Dep. Chief of Staff: Yeah. I was just throwing lots of things away after 24 years, yeah.  17 

Helen Eisner:  Did anyone retain those documents or records for their own files?  18 

Dep. Chief of Staff: No, they were thrown away.  19 

Helen Eisner: I think those are all the questions we have here today, so well, thank you 20 

for your time, and stop the recording. 21 

 22 

 
17-2646_1057



 
17-2646_1058



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EXHIBIT 93 

 
17-2646_1059



 
17-2646_1060



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EXHIBIT 94 

 
17-2646_1061





 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EXHIBIT 95 

 
17-2646_1063



 
17-2646_1064



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EXHIBIT 96 

 
17-2646_1065





 
17-2646_1067



 
17-2646_1068



 
17-2646_1069



 
17-2646_1070



 
17-2646_1071



 
17-2646_1072



 
17-2646_1073



 
17-2646_1074



 
17-2646_1075



 
17-2646_1076



 
17-2646_1077



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EXHIBIT 97 

 
17-2646_1078



 
17-2646_1079



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EXHIBIT 98 

 
17-2646_1080





 
17-2646_1082



 
17-2646_1083



 
17-2646_1084



 
17-2646_1085



 
17-2646_1086



 
17-2646_1087



 
17-2646_1088



 
17-2646_1089



 
17-2646_1090



 
17-2646_1091



 
17-2646_1092



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EXHIBIT 99 

 
17-2646_1093





 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EXHIBIT 100 

 
17-2646_1095





 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EXHIBIT 101 

 
17-2646_1097



 
17-2646_1098



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EXHIBIT 102 

 
17-2646_1099



 
17-2646_1100



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EXHIBIT 103 

 
17-2646_1101





 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EXHIBIT 104 

 
17-2646_1103



 
17-2646_1104



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EXHIBIT 105 

 
17-2646_1105



 
17-2646_1106



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EXHIBIT 106 

 
17-2646_1107



 
17-2646_1108



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EXHIBIT 107 

 
17-2646_1109



 
17-2646_1110



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EXHIBIT 108 

 
17-2646_1111





 
17-2646_1113



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EXHIBIT 109 

 
17-2646_1114



 
17-2646_1115



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EXHIBIT 110 

 
17-2646_1116



 
17-2646_1117




