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Ethics Training for
Members-Elect

Presented by the Staff of the
Committee on Ethics
U.S. House of Representatives
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What is the Ethics Committee and
What Does it Do?

= Constitutional Authority: Article I, Section 5 of the U.S. Constitution: “Each
House may . . . Punish its Members for disorderly Behavior . . .”

= 10-Members of Congress on a bipartisan committee
» Non-partisan staff:

. Advélse ?nd provide training and guidance on ethics laws, rules, and standards of
conduc

= Seeking advice insulates you from an investigation
= We keep a record of all inquiries

= Review Financial Disclosure filings (staff are available to perform prescreens)
= Investigate possible violations by Members, officers, and employees
= You can contact the Committee by phone, e-mail, mail, or by walking in person
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Important Benchmarks for New Members

» Members ARE subject to the federal bribery and illegal gratuity
statutes BEFORE swearing in

« Members are subject to the House ethics rules and the STOCK ACT
UPON swearing in

» Wind down outside business within 90 days

« Staff must attend ethics training within first 60 days
« We encourage you to request an in-office training for you and your staff

« Annual Financial Disclosure Statement due May 15th
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OFFICIAL RESOURCES
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Official Resources

= Official resource is anything paid for with an appropriation
(including your staff)

* No personal use of official resources (except de minimus)

= No use for campaign activity unless expressly permitted

= Official expenses or activities may only be paid from:
 Appropriated funds (MRA);
« Member’s personal funds; or
« Member’s campaign funds (with certain limits)
= No private donations, funds, or in-kind goods or services are
allowed in support of official House activities or expenses.
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Official Resources: Maintain A
Bright Line

Your Official Staff Cannot—

[

Contribute to your campaign Be required or pressured to volunteer
Do campaign work on official time or in  for anything, including your campaign
official buildings Use official resources or position

Work for free (exceptions for interns, for their own personal benefit, or yours

(<l [x]
[

&5

etc.) Take official actions that would
Use their personal funds for official create a conflict for you
purposes Represent others (unofficially) to

the federal government

3]

Give you gifts (including running
personal errands)
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Official Resources and Events

An event can only ever be an official congressional event or an
outside group’s event

= Cannot co-sponsor an official congressional event with any outside
group, including a non-profit
= No private subsidy for official congressional events

» But. assistance from domestic governmental entities, including public
universities is permitted

» No use of official resources for an event sponsored by an outside
group

» But: your name may sometimes be used in connection with an outside group’s
event

 No solicitation of an outside group to hold an event for you
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GIFTS

COE.OCEREQUEST. 000276

21-6367_0167



Bribes and lllegal Gratuities

Benchmark: Applies prior to swearing in
You may not accept a gift that is offered in connection with an official
action taken or asked to be taken

*May be deemed a bribe or improper gratuity under federal criminal
law (18 U.S.C. § 201)

*Items of nominal value are allowed as thank you gifts (e.g., flowers,
baked goods, or decorative items)
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Gifts

« A gift is almost an?_{rj_ching of value, including a discount, tickets to a
game, a cup of coffee, a gift card

« The gift rule is written in the negative—cannot accept a gift unless an
exception permits acceptance

« More than 20 exceptions—far fewer exceptions for gifts from federal
registered lobbyists or foreign agents
« Before you accept a gift, ask yourself:
1. CanI accept the gift?
2. Do I need prior approval from the Ethics Committee?
3. Do I need to disclose or report the gift (e.g., the Ethics Committee, Clerk, or
an FD Statement, etc.)?

 Prior Ethics approval may be required, such as for gifts of personal
friendship of more than $250
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Categories of Permissible Gifts

= Gifts from relatives
 Includes fiancés and in-laws

= Gifts from personal friends
« Must meet certain criteria

= Gifts from other Members and staff
« Gifts from employees up the chain only on specials occasions

= Gifts related to outside activities
« May not be offered or enhanced due to House employment

= Gifts from federal, state, or local government
 Includes public universities
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Gifts from Foreign Governments

= Foreign Gifts and Decorations Act (FGDA) allows Members and staff
to accept a gift of $390 or less from a foreign government

= If the gift is worth more than $390, you must turn the gift over to
the Clerk within 60 days for disposal and file a disclosure form with
the Ethics Committee

= With Committee permission, you may be able to retain the qift for
official use
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Solicitations

= General prohibition against most solicitations (5 U.S.C.
§ 7353)

= Permissible charitable solicitations
Must be in your personal capacity
On your own time

Not using official resources

No solicitations of lobbyists or foreign agents
No implied official endorsement

No direct personal benefit to soliciting individual
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TRAVEL
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Privately-Sponsored Travel

= Each traveler must obtain prior, written approval from the
House Ethics Committee

= Request must be submitted 30 days prior to the trip
= Travel Rules and Forms available on the Committee’s Web site

= Committee pre-approval not required for travel paid for using:
» House funds (MRA or committee funds)

 Federal, state, or local government funds (includes domestic public university
funds)

» Campaign funds
» Foreign government funds (only as authorized by law)
« Travel related to outside employment or activities

COE.OCEREQUEST. 000283

21-6367_0174



Foreign Government Travel

= Special rules and disclosure
requirements for travel
funded by foreign
governments

» Statutes permitting:

¢ Mutual Educational and
Cultural Exchange Act
(MECEA)

 Foreign Gifts and
Decorations Act (FGDA)

Contact Ethics before accepting any foreign government travel
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Private Planes

= Significant restrictions on the use of campaign or
personal funds to pay for flights on privately-
owned aircraft

= Call the Ethics Committee before flying

= Prior Ethics approval may be required to accept a
gift of private plan travel

= Disclosure may be required
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CAMPAIGN ACTIVITY
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Permissible Uses of
Campaign Funds During

Your Transition |
= As a general rule, you may continue to use your campaign

funds for bona fide expenses you incur in preparing to take
office. (Always check with the FEC regarding proper use of
campaign funds.)

= Such expenses may include those for
e Transition staff
e Transition supplies & equipment
e Transition office space
e Travel
e Expenses incurred in moving to Washington, DC (both
office and personal effects)
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Campaign Rules Overview

Maintain a bright line between House office and
campaign activity
Limited overilap exceptions:
1. Staff that handle the Member’s schedule may coordinate
with campaign
2. Press team may answer incidental campaign guestions

during official interview, but should not /n/t/ate d/scussmn
of campaign issues 1=

Call if ever in doubt
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Official Use of Campaign Funds

General rule: Campaign funds may be used for some official expenses—
however

House Rules specifically prohibit Members from using campaign funds
for the following official expenses:

Mail or other communications
Compensation for services
Office space

Furniture

Equipment & IT services
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Improper Personal Use

Some clearly prohibited personal expenses:
Normal living expenses (food,

clothing, shelter) 3§

Vacation expenses

Tickets to shows and sporting events
(unless part of a bona fide campaign event)

Country club or health club dues
Members may never borrow from their campaign account
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OUTSIDE BUSINESS OR ACTIVITIES
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Business Interests:
Begin Wind-Down NOW

Benchmark: Within first 90 days

Start planning your transition now
* May need to
» Change business name,
« Change business structure, or
* Sell or divest from a business

« Committee counsel available to discuss your
particular situation and requirements
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Earned Income and Other Restrictions

= All Members are limited in the amount of outside income they may
earn (2018: $28,050)

Members may not—
= Permit a firm that provides fiduciary services to use your name
= Receive —

« compensation for serving as an officer or director of any entity

* Includes both for-profit and non-profit organizations
« payment for performing services involving a fiduciary relationship

* Fiduciary Professions: Legal, real estate, consulting and advising (including
lobbying), insurance, medicine,* financial services, and similar positions
where you hold a position of trust

*Note: There are special rules for Members who are also medical doctors
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Other Outside Activities

Honoraria: Members may not receive an honorarium
(i.e., payment for a speech, article, or appearance), but may
have up to $2,000 donated directly to a charity.

Teaching: Members may not teach for compensation unless
they first get written permission from the Ethics Committee
for each semester of teaching

Writing: Members must receive prior Committee approval for
any book contract. Members may not receive an advance on
copyright royalties.
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CONFLICTS OF INTEREST
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General Principles

= Do not allow compensation to accrue to your personal benefit from improper use of
House position.- House Rule 23, clause 3

= Do not accept benefits for you or your family under circumstances that appear to
influence your governmental duties. - Code of Ethics for Government Service 75

= No “special favors” to anyone, based on personal, business, or political relationships. -
Code of Ethics for Government Service 1.5

» Do not use official position or confidential information for personal gain. - Code of Ethics
for Government Service 18

= Do not use official House resources for personal or campaign activities. - 37 U.S.C. &
1301
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Official Activity

» You MUST vote on each question put, UNLESS you have a direct &
personal or pecuniary interest in the matter. - House Rule 3, clause 1.

Voting in the House

Other House Actions

» You MUST use “added circumspection” on all other official actions (sponsoring a bill, advocating for or participating in
House committee action, contacting an executive branch agency, etc...).

+ Possible Solutions include recusal or referral to another Member office, committee with jurisdiction, or Senate office.
BUT: do NOT advocate to that other office.

- REMINDER: Your staff acts on your behalf and you may be held liable for their actions.

Earmarks & Financial Interest Certification

» You MUST certify that neither you nor your spouse has a personal financial interest in a requested earmark or limited
tax or tariff benefit. The Committee of jurisdiction over the bill determines if earmark or tariff benefit.
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Personal Activity

Do Not Contract with Federal Government

« EXCEPT: Certain farm programs excluded. - Code of Ethics for Government Service 1.7: 18 U.S.C. 8§ 431 &
433, 41 U.S.C. § 6306(a) & (D).

No Lobbying or Representational Contacts

» Do NOT represent an outside organization in a matter if the Federal government is a party or has an interest.

« Do NOT lobby or aid outside organizations in the lobbying of Congress or the Executive Branch.- 18 U.5.C. &§
203 & 205 House Rule 25, clause 6.

« SPOUSE CANNOT lobby you or your staff if, spouse is a registered federal lobbyist. - House Rule 25, clause 7.

Do Not Use Material, Nonpublic Information

+ May constitute INSIDER TRADING.
« SEC definition of “public” not obvious or clear.

Do NOT Participate in an IPO
Benchmark: Members are subject to the STOCK ACT UPON_swearing_in
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Post-Employment Restrictions

= Former Members may not communicate or appear before
the House or Senate on behalf of third party seeking official
action for a year

= Current Members and staff may not aid former Members
and staff in violating the post-employment restrictions

= Members and senior staff must disclose negotiations with
private entities

= Members and senior staff may be required to recuse from
related official matters

COE.OCEREQUEST. 000299

21-6367_0190



FINANCIAL DISCLOSURE
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Financial Disclosure Statements
» Benchmark: Must file each May 15

= Additional reporting requirements for Member FD versus candidate FD:
» Transactions
» Liabilities on personal residence

* Gifts & travel received after
sworn in to Congress

» You must have at least one employee in your personal office who files an
FD. Must be either -

* senior staff rate ($126,148) for 60 days or more, or

» A Principal Assistant: An employee you select to file a financial disclosure (if no
employee paid at senior staff rate)

« Committee staff are able to prescreen your FD prior to filing
* You may use your MRA to compensate someone to prepare your FD
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Periodic Transaction Reports (PTRs)

Benchmark: Applies to transactions executed on or after your
swearing-in date

= Requirement applies to Members and senior staff

= Reporting of securities transactions only ﬁstocks, bonds, options, futures,
other securities) and only transactions valued at more than $1,300

= Transactions reported on the PTR must also be reported on the annual FD
= You must file @ PTR not more than 45 days from the date of the transaction

» Graduated late fee structure for late PTRs—can result in thousands of
dollars in late fees (1)

NO EXTENSIONS ALLOWED!
Do not file a report of “no activity”
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FD and PTR:
Whose Assets Must be Reported?

On both annual FD and PTR, report assets (and
transactions in assets) owned
wholly or in part by:

- You

- YOour spouse, or

- Your dependent children

« Under age 21, unmarried, & living with you (or in college) or
- Claimed as dependent on your federal taxes
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Call or Write Before Acting

House Committee on Ethics

Office of Advice and Education

1015 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

(202) 225-7103 (office) (202) 225-7392 (fax)
www.ethics.house.gov

» All communications are confidential

» Law states that no one is placed at risk by
seeking Committee advice about future conduct

» Good faith reliance on written Committee
opinions protects you from sanctions under House
rules
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CONFIDENTIAL

Subject to the Nondisclosure Provisions of H. Res. 895 of the 110" Congress as Amended

Transcript of Interview of Witness 1

Review No. 21-6367
January 12, 2022
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Deposition of Witness 1, conducted virtually.

Pursuant to Notice, before Carla L. Andrews,

Notary Public in and for the District of Columbia.
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ON BEHALF OF THE OFFICE OF CONGRESSIONAL ETHICS

(OCE) :
OMAR ASHMAWY, ESQUIRE

JEFFREY BROWN, ESQUIRE

OFFICE OF CONGRESSIONAL ETHICS (OCE)

the U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

425 3rd Street, S.W.
Suite 1110
Washington, D.C. 20024
202-225-9739

ALSO PRESENT:

STEPHANIE R. CORLEY, Technician
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P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S

BY MR. ASHMAWY:

Q. For the record, today is January 12,
2022. We are conducting an interview of Witness 1.
Witness 1 is not represented by counsel today. This
speaking is Omar Ashmawy of the Office of
Congressional Ethics. I am also joined by Jeff
Brown, also with the OCE.

The witness has been previously provided
a copy of 18 U.S.C. 1001 and has signed the
acknowledgment. Again, Witness 1, thank you very
much for being here today and for your cooperation.
I am happy to answer any questions you have during
the interview obviously. So if you have any
questions, you need me to restate a question or
didn't understand something I may have said, please
don't hesitate to ask for clarification.

And then the only thing I would highlight
is for the sake of the court reporter, let's both do
our best to not speak over each other so that she

can properly record what we said.
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A. I am not sure how to mute that. If you
hear that beeping, that's just my email. I am not
sure how to turn that off without turning everything
off. So I apologize for any beeping you might hear.

Q. Don't worry about it. I apologize for
any beeping that might come out of my computer as
well.

A. I'm pretty good at taxes, but technology,

not so good.

Q. It's par for the course these days.
A. I appreciate that.
Q. Why don't we just start talking about

your accounting practice. Can you just describe the
work that you do?

A. Yeah. I have a practice in Jericho on
Long Island. I have been here for my own firm for
about 30 years. We handle mostly closely-held
businesses in all different sectors. And we really
don't do any audits. So we have gotten away from
that over the years. I am a CPA. We have about
three, four people working with me. And at this

time this year, naturally we get busy with taxes and

PLANET DEPOS
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year—-end compliance. But during the year, we
service a lot of businesses on interim reporting,
financing, things like that.

Q. Okay. And how long has Representative
Suozzi been a client of yours?

A. Long time. Tom and I go back, I would

say, over 30 years, if I can call him Tom. We had

got to -- we are both originally from Glen Cove. My

wife is from Glen Cove. We were introduced by my

father-in-law probably back in the '90's -- '91,
'92. He was running for mayor of Glen Cove at the
time. I had just met my wife. I got married. And

my father-in-law introduced me to him. At the time
you know, we got friendly. And I was working with
him on his campaign. And then -- this thing is
annoying. Hold on a second.

I was working with him on his campaign.
And then in 1993, he asked me to run for city
council with him on his slate. So he got elected.

I was on the council with him for, I think, eight

4

years. I was actually on the city council in Glen
Glove for 14 years. It's a part-time position.
PLANET DEPOS
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It's community service. You know, it is not like
you hear city council like in New York City. You
know, it is basically people complaining about dogs

barking and things like that. But we developed a

nice relationship. I was with him. He went on to
county executive. We stayed friendly. I stayed in
Glen Cove. I was still on the council. And we have

been friends, you know, personally and
professionally, you know, since the early '90's.
Q. Do you -- do you have any other clients
that are members of Congress?
A. No, I don't.

Q. So, obviously, you assist Representative

Suozzi with the filing of his financial disclosures.

Do you have any other elected officials as clients
that you do that kind of work for?

A. Not on the federal level. We do -- for
New York locally like when I was on the city
council, I had to file my own financial disclosure
reports. You know, we do that type of work. But
nothing along the lines of what the Federal

Government has in the way of electronic filing and
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the annual reporting and the detail. I don't think
there's == I don't know of anything in Long Island
that's similar to that for elected officials.

Q. So are you —-- so primarily -- I am making
an assumption here. But are you primarily

responsible for Representative Suozzi's financial

reporting?
A. Yeah. Every year we did the annual
reporting. It was due in May. And we usually got

an extension until August. So we took care of the
preparation, accumulating information, and filing
his annual reporting.

Q. In addition to assisting with the
financial reporting, what other kind of services do
you provide Representative Suozzi?

A. Officially I'm a treasurer for his
committee. So I take care of reviewing the
financial disclosure or did it with New York State
when he was a state and local candidate and then
when he became federally, as more of an
infrastructure of teams who work on accumulating

information. But I am officially the treasurer. So

PLANET DEPOS
888.433.3767 | WWW.PLANETDEPOS.COM

21-6367_0206



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

Transcript of Witness 1
Conducted on January 12, 2022 10

I serve in that capacity to look at the reports,
handle any questions that come in from the FEC. You
know, occasionally we get some requests for
additional information in response to those and take
care of that kind of compliance work. We don't do
-—- we are not part of the day-to-day activities.

You know, we are kind of removed from that stuff.

Q. You also manage his financial
investments.
A. No, I don't. For not only him, but all

my clients. We stay removed from that. We don't do
any financial -- we do financial advising if people
ask questions. But we don't do any placements,
things like that.

0. So how familiar, then, are you with his
-— you know, his investment accounts?

A. Just the papers that we get. You know,
when we get the 1099's, you know, we are familiar
with that. When we do the annual filing, you know,
we get all the information and accumulate that and
use a full prep team. But as far as day to day or

all types of investments, we don't get involved --

PLANET DEPOS
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not only Tom, but any of our clients. We don't do
any advice like that.

Q. Are you familiar with who, then, does
manage Representative Suozzi's investment accounts.

A. Yeah. I believe he has an investment
advisor. That's the fellow we are working with on
accumulating information. I don't remember the
gentleman's name offhand. But he -- you know, there
is an account manager at Merrill Lynch and the firms
that take care of his investments there.

Q. All right. How does it work, then? So
when the transaction is made, you know, by his
broker, what role -- what role do you play, then?

A. Really none. We don't get involved with
that at all.

Q. You don't direct transactions, nothing --
nothing of that kind?

A. Not at all. And I said, Jjust in my

practice in general, we try to stay removed from

that. 1It's -- basically, nothing good can come out

of it. If a client makes money, great, you are a

hero. If a client loses money, you lose a client.
PLANET DEPOS
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So we stay clear of that.

Q. Do you have any knowledge, then, about
whether or not Representative Suozzi directs his own
transactions, his own trades at all?

A. No, I have no knowledge of it. I don't
believe he does. But I can't say that

affirmatively. I don't deal with him on that level.

Q. Okay. Then back to the reporting aspect
of it. So when a trade is made, you know, how are
you made aware of it so that you can -- you know, so

that you can assist with the financial reporting?
A. Well, recently what we implemented was
when we were doing the August report this year,
Fran, who is a CPA, she works with me, was notified
about the monthly filing. And so what we did was
we —-- you know, we apologized. We didn't realize
it. So we implemented a system where twice a month
we contact brokers. And we ask them for a
transaction report so we are always within that
30-day, you know, window to report the transaction.
So what they will do is they will give us

a report of any buys or sales. And we will use that

PLANET DEPOS
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to prepare the reports. And we will file them as
soon as we get them. So we usually do it on the
15th and the 30th and 31st. This way, once we get
them, it gives us a few days to put it together. So
we are always within 30 days of being notified for a
transaction.

Q. I understand that. You kind of got ahead
of me and anticipated one of my questions. But
that's what you guys are doing now. Can you tell me
what you guys were doing before?

A. We were doing the annual reporting. So
when we had the annual financial disclosures, we
would actually, you know, contact the House with
questions and things like that. They were very
helpful in guiding us. And we would take the
year—-end reports, which would show all the
transactions, and enter that on his annual financial
report. So he had the buyers, the sales, gains, all
the activity that was reported on the annual report.

Q. Obviously, throughout this process and
you working with our office, you have certainly

became aware of the STOCK Act.

PLANET DEPOS
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A. Absolutely. I am shaking my head like I
know. I know there was the filings that weren't
done. But I can honestly say as soon as we realized
-—- when we were working this year when Fran was
working on the report and we realized and they told
us that those monthlies weren't filed or the 30-day
reports, we immediately went back and started
preparing them and putting them in. So they told us
to go back and comply. And that's when we
instituted the reporting that would make sure that
it never happens again.

0. Prior to your interaction with our
office, what was your knowledge of the STOCK Act?

A. You know, I am embarrassed to say, very
little. I really wasn't that familiar with it at
all.

0. So let's, I guess, go back, then, to the
way things were before -- you know, before we
contacted you. What was Representative Suozzi's
role in the financial disclosure process?
Obviously, you assist in preparing it for him. But

what role did he play or what did he do to -- you
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know, to facilitate that?

A. He really just opened up the doors for
us —-- you know, the brokers. You know, whoever the
representatives -- they get a call from Witness 1.
They are not going to give me any information. So
we would go back and ask Tom to call the brokers and
let them know that it is okay to release information
to us. And then they would send the information
over to us.

Q. So you admit, you know, understandably,
that there wasn't that much knowledge on your part
of the STOCK Act. Was there ever a conversation
between you and Representative Suozzi or anyone --
you know, anyone affiliated or associated with him
about the STOCK Act and any requirements he had, you
know, under the -- under the Act?

A. Yeah. I don't recall any. And I am only
saying that because I don't recall. But I doubt it
because if we did have knowledge of it, we would
have done it. You know, there was no reason for us
not to do it. So I don't remember any conversations

saying that, hey, you had to file these things and
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us saying, no, we are not going to do it. Once we
found out, we did it. So there would have been
nothing to prevent us from doing it. There would be
no reason for us not to do it.

Q. What was the first time that you learned
of the STOCK Act, you know, and the requirements?

A. I believe it was Fran -- Fran, when she
was working this year with the House on the report,
they told her about it. And then we looked into it,
and we saw what the requirements were. We looked
them up, obviously agreed with their recommendation.
So I guess it would have been this year's filing,
which would have been back in '21 -- 2021.

Q. Let me -- 1f I can -- and I don't know 1if
this 1s going to jog your memory at all or if this
is part of what you are talking about. But if we
can pull up tab five.

THE TECHNICIAN: Certainly. Stand by,
Counsel.

MR. ASHMAWY: Take your time. And you
can give control over to Witness 1 -- Witness 1 --

so he can look through it.
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BY MR. ASHMAWY :

0. So I don't know, Witness 1, if you can
scroll through that if that's easy for you to do.
If not, I can do it for you. But I just wanted to
see if this -- you know, 1f this is what you were
talking about, i1f this jogs your memory about, you
know, first hearing about the STOCK Act?

A. If you don't mind, I don't know if you
can scroll down because this is going into the final
disclosure. $So that's -- we knew about that. That
was the one due in May.

Q. I am sorry, Witness 1.

MR. ASHMAWY: Stephanie, if you could
scroll down a little bit for him.
THE TECHNICIAN: Certainly.

MR. ASHMAWY: Actually, let's keep going

down.
BY MR. ASHMAWY :
Q. So do you remember receiving this email?
A. I don't remember it specifically. But it
definitely came to me. From what I am seeing, it

looks like the reminder about the annual filing that
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we have to do.

Q. It is. I wanted to see if -- you know,
because it does mention, as you can see in the
screen in front of you, center screen, it does talk
about -- you know, it enumerates, one, the annual
financial statements and then, two, the periodic
transaction reports. This was in April of 2001. I
didn't know if this was something you noted at the
time.

A. No, I definitely didn't, Omar. I saw
this as a reminder for the annual filing. I mean, I
don't think I even went down and read the bottom
part of it.

Q. Fair enough. Stephanie, you can remove
that. So you were saying that the obligations under

the STOCK Act was first brought to your attention

when you -- by the committee?

A. Yes.

Q. Do you recall about when that might have
been?

A. Well, I think it was probably, I guess,

the beginning of August when we were getting ready
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for the August 15 filing. Fran was a CPA who works
with me. She was working with me on the report this
year. And she came in and told me. She said, "Hey,
Witness 1, we should be filing these PTR's. You
know, the House told us we should be doing these.”

I said, "Okay, let's do them." And I think the
House recommended that we go back and report all the
transactions. Now, what we did do is we had them
all on the annual report. So we went back and took
the annual reports and put them on the PTR's, you
know, to be in compliance with that. But all the
transactions we had are on there. $So it wasn't a
big job for us to go back and do it, other than the
fact that it was a lot of transactions. And that's
when we started working on it. And we have been in
compliance since then.

Q. So I guess Jjust honestly just very
plainly, so these transactions didn't get reported
because you were just unaware of the requirements of
the STOCK Act?

A. Yeah, I think that's fair. If we would

have known we had to file them monthly, we would
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have done it. There would have been no reason for
us not to do it. It was just a -- I think, an
oversight. And I thought we were in compliance at
the end of the year when we reported everything. So
I didn't realize that there was that 30-day
requirement that we had on that.

Q. So it wasn't because you thought that
those kinds of transactions didn't have to be
reported. You weren't aware that you had to report
them?

A. Absolutely. It was -- I remember the --
you know, looking back on it with all the
transactions, I was talking with Fran. I said, "We
show everything on there." And she was saying that,
no, they want it reported monthly. And, you know,
the 30-day rule came up. So that's what really
triggered our filing of those reports.

Q. You also mentioned that you had a fair

amount of interaction with the Committee on Ethics,

correct?
A. Yeah, uh-huh.
Q. Did you guys use their -- I know that
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they have sort of a preclearance where you can send
an advanced copy of the financial disclosure to
them, and they can tell you if there's any problems
with it before you formally file it. Did you guys
use that process at all at any time?

A. Yes. Yeah, they were very, very helpful,
because, you know, like I said, I am pretty good at
taxes. Sometimes the interpretation I was not good
at. So they were very helpful as far as like how to
report a transaction or where to report or what
schedule it goes on. And we worked with wvarious
individuals at the House. They were very helpful.
And, in fact, one time I was kidding around with
them. I said, look, I don't know if it's ethical.

I will buy you a cup of coffee when I come to
Washington. And she gave me a tremendous insight
into this. She said, "No, no, I can't." I said,
"Look, I am only kidding." But just emphasizing the
fact they were very helpful to us.

Q. Did they ever flag for you that you had
to file PTR's for the transactions you reported on

your —-- on Representative Suozzi's annual
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disclosures?
A. Not to me directly. When I was getting
prepared and I requested all the information, I

pulled out all the files, got all the stuff. And

there was email to a girl who worked for me -- a
woman —-- at the time going into it. But I don't
think she -- she never passed it on to me. And I

don't think she really understood what they were
saying about the PTR's and mutual funds and those

type of reporting. So it never came to me.

And when I saw it -- I was kidding around
with Sean. I said, Sean, it was a religious
experience. I had no idea this was in the file. I
said -- you know, as I was pulling everything out

for you on the request, you know, I saw it, I am
disclosing 1t. But i1t didn't come over to me. And,
again, I can only speak in all sincerity if I knew
about it, we would have done it. There is no reason
for us not to have done it. That's the only thing I
can say on this thing.

0. Let me -- I think I know the email you

are talking about. Let me just, for the record, let
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me Jjust make sure that we are talking about the same
one. If we could put up tab seven.

THE TECHNICIAN: Certainly. Stand by,

Counsel.
BY MR. ASHMAWY:

Q. And, Witness 1, you can Jjust let me know
if this is the email that -- you know, that you are
referencing.

A. Absolutely.

Q. I don't know if you can see that or if we

need to scroll in a little bit. Does that --

A. No, that's exactly what I am talking
about, Omar.

Q. All right. Very good. You can take it
down. So you said you found it in the file when we
contacted you?

A. Yeah. Well, we pulled out all the files.
You know, Sean wanted the information going back to
the beginning. So we made copies of everything. I
went through the files. And I saw that in there and
shook my head. You know, I said it is what it is.

But that's where we saw it when we were going
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through the file.

Q. Do you know why it was never brought to
your attention or why you never saw the email?

A. I can't say. You know, my best guess is
I don't think the person working on it realized what
they were seeing because if you look at the email,
there was all questions going back about mutual
funds and what have you reported and some real
estate. So I don't think she made the connection as
to what the reporting was. And she never sent it
over to me. So I don't think she thought it was
that relevant. She thought she was doing everything
right. And she was a great person. She was —-- she
left me. She went for a larger firm in the city,
which I felt bad for her because she was young. She
was excited to go into the city, and then the
pandemic hit. And she has been working at home
since then. So she kind of lost that whole New York
City experience. But she was a little bit green,
but she was good. She was an accountant and
graduate, but I don't think she recognized the

importance of it.
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Q. Understood. Let's go back a little bit
and talk about some of the interaction with the
committee. I understand that, you know, they were
very helpful in the financial disclosures. It's
correct to say that they never brought up the PTR's
to you, correct?

A. I don't recall it. I really don't,
because I think if they did, I would have, you know,
acted on it. So I don't recall any of the
transactions. If they did, I missed it. But it was
certainly not intentional. But I don't recall
anything. A lot of it was more on the detail of the
annual reports that we were filing.

Q. When you used the pre-clearance process
for the annual reports, how did that go? I mean, I
don't want to put words in your mouth. How did the
pre—-clearance process work for you?

A. I would draft up the report, look it over
here, tie it into the 1099's, and then send it over
for their review -- the House's review. They would
usually come back with comments saying that this

should go on here, this is being shown on the wrong
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schedule. We would clear it up and get a final copy
to them. And then they would give me their
blessings that it was good to go.

Q. And did you -- did you ever receive any
kind of guidance from the committee or from anyone
else regarding the STOCK Act?

A. I don't recall any, Omar. I really
don't. You know, when you say guidance, I don't
think we -- I just don't recall it. I don't think
we did.

Q. So since -- and I guess it's fair -- so
did you ever have an opportunity to attend any
training that the House may have offered on the
financial disclosures or the STOCK Act?

A. No, I don't think I had the opportunity.
You know, if I did, I missed it. But I don't
remember -- because I am pretty good at continuing
education. And I attend seminars on not only
financial reporting, but taxes and ethics. So I am
very good in making sure I go to any seminars that I
think that are going to be helpful. So I don't

recall or don't recall ever getting notification for
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that. But I would have taken it if I did. And I
have taken FEC reporting seminars, you know, the
committee reports and candidate committees. I have
taken those over the years. I have taken state and
local seminars. I have actually lectured on some of
the state and local stuff. So I'm, you know, pretty
comfortable in discussing that area. I don't recall
or remember seeing that or else I would have
probably taken it.

Q. Okay. So since -- now, since you are not
aware of the STOCK Act and the obligations to file
the PTR's, have you had any interactions with the
committee about -- well, what interactions did you
have with the committee when you learned that you
had to file PTR's?

A. I don't think I have had any
interactions. You know, once they told us to do it,
we did it. I don't think we have gotten any
feedback or questions on them, you know, since we
have been doing it.

Q. Do you know if they have reviewed the

ones -- the PTR's that you have since filed?
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A. I don't know if they have. We haven't
gotten any, you know, inquiries or requests for
additional information on it.

Q. Have they talked to you at all about
fines or fine schedules? Anything about -- anything
about the need to pay a fine?

A. No. They said they could be imposed.

And it sounds like it was, you know, discretionary
based on, I guess, the facts that were out there.
So they did go into the fact that -- I mean, I told
my wife there could be jail time for this. She got
very nervous. But, you know, it seemed like they
were all just like, you know, the hammer. But they
didn't really go into any specifics on this.

Q. So did they talk about a fee waiver? I
mean, I am trying to get the sense of, you know, to
the degree to which anyone has spoken to you about,
you know, any obligation that Representative Suozzi
may have to pay a fine or if they said yes, you have

to pay a fine, but we are going to waive it. Did

they get any detail with you at all?
A. No, I never had those discussions. I
PLANET DEPOS
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just got the -- I guess the regs that say, you know,
here is what you could be exposed to, hence, the
jail time. So I got a little nervous. But we never
got into any negotiations or discussions or things
like that. My main focus was compliance, get them
in, get everything down.

Q. So no one had talked to you about the

possibility of a fine?

A. No, not with me directly, no.
Q. Okay.
A. I shouldn't say -- I have got that

correspondence, but I never had like negotiations or
discussions or assessments or things like that so
specifically on that. But it was -- I know I was
sent over, when they sent the Act over, what the
fines could be for noncompliance.

Q. But other than that, you have not had any
conversations with the committee about that?

A. No, not that I recall. I don't believe
SO.

MR. ASHMAWY: Jeff, do you have a

question?
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MR. BROWN: Yes.
BY MR. BROWN:

Q. Just to step back one second. Who -- who
at the committee were you interacting with and how
were you interacting with them? Were these phone
conversations or were these emails?

A. Emails. I think you guys -- I gave you
everything I had on that. Mostly it really
developed this year from Fran Markus. I was saying,
Jeff, she is a CPA who works for me. She was
working from the committee. She is very good. She
is very experienced. You know, she recognized what
we had to do. And she actually worked with me on
getting the client's work done. So I don't remember
who she spoke with at the committee. But we spoke
about it right away once she got the email from them
-—- from the House and Ethics Committee.

Q. Yeah, I think we have seen that email
string from August of this year, right. Okay. But
outside of that, there was no -- you know, you
hadn't picked up the phone and had a conversation

with somebody over there about these sort of things?
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A. No, I don't recall any of that. I don't
think we really had phone calls other than maybe
just to reach out and say, hey, we are going to file
this year. No email. I would send it to the person
I met with the year before and send it to them
sometimes over there or sometimes it was a different
person. But that was the extent of the
conversations we had.

MR. BROWN: Okay. Thank you, Witness 1.
I just wanted to clarify that.

THE WITNESS: Thank you.

BY MR. ASHMAWY:

Q. So, obviously, Jjust for the sake of
clarity and completeness, are you aware of, you
know, whether or not there has been any conversation

about a waiver for the fine or any fine? Actually,

scratch that. Let me ask you this. Do you know if
Representative Suozzi has paid a fine?

A. Not that I know of, no.

Q. Okay. I don't really have much more for
you, Witness 1, other than I would say, you know, in
the effort to -- you know, for the House to improve
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its process, I mean, do you have any thoughts on,
you know, what could have been done to sort of avoid
this circumstance?

A. And I don't mean this as a criticism on
the House. I just know like let's say I have a
client who doesn't file a tax return, you know, or
forgets to make a payment. You know, the IRS is
pretty good at getting us some notice or getting the
client the notice pretty quickly. And then they
usually forward it over to us. All the Senate does
is prepare it, and we have a power of attorney on
file. So it's usually pretty good because then we
know that, okay, look, we have got to jump on this.
We have got to do something, file something, contact
the client, you know, get some information. So I
think if, you know, there was like a -- like -- and,
again, I don't mean it as a criticism. But like I
say 1f there was certified letter or something that
came out, that would come to us. And we would know
we would have to act on it. I think that would have
helped. That being said, you know, I recognize the

responsibility is on -- you know, it's the same way
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the IRS says, look, no matter what happens, you are
responsible for your actions. We understand that.
And, you know, the fact that that wasn't
done doesn't make it any better. But I just think
if I was going to make a recommendation, I like
certified letters. I think it would probably be a
good thing to people because I think even with
emails, I would be the first to admit. I can miss
an email. I can delete an email. I could -- you
know, we are doing a conversion here at the office
now. And I had a problem the other day where all my
emails were lost. So, you know, technology is good.
But I don't know. Maybe I am not at the age where I
grew up that -- so I kind of like things, you know,
in writing and being able to respond to that. So
strictly as a recommendation, I would make that --
not trying to take away from the fact that, all
right, yeah, maybe we should have known it. But the
one thing I can say, Omar, I mean in all sincerity,
once we found out, there was immediate compliance.
There was no -- it wasn't like, you know, saying,

oh, we don't have to do this or we are trying to
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make excuses. It was like, hey, we are supposed to
do it. We did it. We got it in right away. And we
put the procedures in place now to make sure this
never happens again. And if I ever get another
federal client, it's not going to happen again.

But the procedures and what we did, I
think internally went a long way to trying to cure
the problem. And that's half the battle a lot of
times when things aren't done. I recognize this is
federal and, you know, there's a whole bunch of
other reasons for these rules. But just me as a
practitioner, you know, compliance is the key. And
if you do make a mistake, correct it right away and
move forward. That's -- that's kind of my
philosophy here.

Q. Those procedures, you have described them
earlier. But just in case I missed something, can
you just go over them one more time with us?

A. Because of that 30-day rule in reporting,
I didn't want to wait until the end of the month to
get a report because if there was a transaction,

let's say on the first of the month and I reported
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the 10th of the following month, I would have been
outside the 30-day rule of reporting. So what I did
is we set up a system in-house where every 15 days,
we contact the investment advisors and ask them to
send us over a transaction report. So then by maybe
the 20th day, we will report all the activity on
that report, which is to bring us in compliance with
the 30-day rule because it is from 1lst of the month
to the 15th. So we have to be in compliance. And
then we do the same thing at the end of the month.
We will get the report from the 15th to the 30th.

So if it takes us a few days to file it, we get it
in. We are always going to be within that 30-day
rule by doing it twice a month.

Q. Do you know -- well, does Representative
Suozzi review any of those documents before you
submit them or do you submit them on his behalf?

A. No, we submit them directly. If I have a
question, I call him. But I haven't had a question
on anything. They are very straightforward. Just
here's the transaction, report it, and send it in.

Q. Okay.
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MR. ASHMAWY: Okay. Jeff, do you have
any other questions?
BY MR. BROWN:

Q. Yeah, I had a couple quick things I
wanted to follow-up on, Witness 1. I don't think it
will take too long. But I did want to sort of
backtrack all the way to the beginning and just ask.
I think the congressman was elected in 2016, started
his congressional service in 2017. So I am
wondering -- he gets elected. How does it work when
you guys have that first conversation about needing
to file disclosures? What -- what are the
conversations that you and the congressman have?
And, you know, how does he sort of direct you to
effectively take care of these responsibilities?

A. Yeah. Jeff, I can't -—- I will be the
first to admit, I forget what I had for breakfast.
But going back, I don't remember any specific
conversations, you know, saying -- I think once we
found out about the annual filing, there was some
communications, I think, we had with the House

because I think he had a file. If I remember, even
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though he wasn't in office, I think he had a file
like the first report when he got elected. So I
just remember saying we have got to do this. We
filed it and sent everything in where we worked with
the House. But I don't think there was any -- I
just don't remember any specific like this
conversation, things like that. I just -- you know,
once we knew we had to file it, first of all, we
filed.

Q. And I know Omar -- I think Omar had
asked. There wasn't any trainings you sat in on
like the FEC trainings or anything like that?

A. No. The only trainings I have done for
FEC are I will get notifications from the FEC on
candidate reporting and -- but it is really, I
think, more towards election compliance. I don't
think they ever went into any things like this.

Q. Did you ever get from Representative
Suozzi or from the committee or otherwise, you know,
there's an annual sort of instruction guide that
comes out that walks you through best practices for

filing these financial disclosures? Did you ever
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see anything like that?

A. I remember instructions, you know, like
they will tell us where to put things on the report.
So we use that as guidance. I can't say I have
never read it cover to cover. But if we had a
question on how to report something, we would look
back on that. But I think that comes with the form.
I think they give you instructions.

Q. Okay. And then once the either
financials or the PTR's now are submitted, do you
submit those to Representative Suozzi to review
before you file them or you just file them on his
behalf?

A. The monthlies we just file on his behalf.
At the end of the year, I would submit to him, you
know, the reports saying here, Tom, here's all the
transactions for the year. And there will be very
little discussions. It kind of is what it is,
whatever is on the form.

Q. Okay. There was one other thing I wanted
to touch base on with you real quick.

MR. BROWN: Could we pull up tab eight?
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THE TECHNICIAN: Certainly. Stand by,

Counsel.
MR. BROWN: Thank you.
BY MR. BROWN:
Q. All right. Can we just scroll down

towards the end of that? Yeah, right there is good.
And, Witness 1, I will give you a chance to read it
or refresh your recollection here a little bit.
This is, I think, the transmittal letter you sent to
Sean with some of the documents you had produced.
And I want to direct you to that last paragraph on
this page where you say, "Let me be clear.
Congressman Suozzi and I were under the mistaken
impression that because the Congressman's brokerage
accounts were solely managed at the discretion of
brokers, we were only required to file an annual
disclosure and not periodic transaction reports."
To me, that statement is a little
different than what I heard you say earlier, which
is, you know, simply unaware of things. So I was
hoping you could help me kind of address what to me

looks like a bit of a discrepancy.
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A. Yeah, I don't think it was intended to be
a discrepancy, Jeff. I think what we were saying
was that because the accounts were, you know, under
the investment advisors, we were filing the annual
reports. I think -- I can understand the question
you asked me. But I don't think it really -- I
don't know that it reads correctly. You know, when
we wrote it, we were trying to do it as a
transmittal. But I don't think that the cause and
effect was that because it was investment advisors,
we didn't have to file PTR's. I don't think that's
correct.

Q. It is more along the lines of what you
were saying to Omar earlier, which is just simply if
we knew about it, we would have done them. We
didn't know about them, so we didn't do them?

A. Yeah. And I can understand it looks like
that. But that's not really what I -- I probably
didn't word it correctly. But that's really -- the
PTR's were done with the annual reports. So it's a
good point, but I apologize for that. But that's

not what I intended.
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MR. BROWN: Okay. I don't think I had
anything else. So, Omar, I will turn it back over
to you.

MR. ASHMAWY: No, I think we are -- I
think we are all set. Witness 1, I really
appreciate your time. It was nice to meet you.

THE WITNESS: Pleasure meeting you.

MR. ASHMAWY: And I think -- well, we can

go off the record now.
(At 10:43 a.m., the interview was

concluded.)
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P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S

BY MR. ASHMAWY:

0. So, Congressman, for the record, today is
January 13, 2022. We are conducting an interview of
Representative Tom Suozzi. Representative Suozzi 1is
not represented by counsel today. Speaking is Omar
Ashmawy of the Office of Congressional Ethics. I am
also joined by Jeffrey Brown, also of the OCE. The
witness has previously been provided a copy of 18
U.S.C. 1001 and has signed the acknowledgment.

Congressman, thank you very much for your
cooperation. Throughout this, if you have any
questions, please don't hesitate to interrupt me.

If you need me to restate something or something
doesn't come across and you don't understand a
question, don't hesitate to ask me to clarify it,
please. To get started, can we just talk about at a

very high level your investments? Can you just

generally describe -- describe them?
A. I have one big account with Merrill Lynch
with about one and a half -- 1.6 million in it --
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one and a half million dollars in it. I have
another account for like 900 to a million dollars in
like a 401K-type thing, you know, investment
deferred income retirement account, which is about
$900,000 to a million dollars in it with a company
called National Securities. Then I have got some
small real estate investments for a $100,000 here, a
$100,000 there. I have got some, you know, life
insurance. And I have -- I don't have the list in
front of me. I apologize. But, you know, whatever
it is, everything is disclosed in my financial --

Q. No, no. Like I said, I was asking at a
very high level. I mean, I think that description
is sufficient. Are all of those investments managed

by a broker or do you manage any of them

individually?
A. Everything is managed by a broker.
Q. Have you ever since you have been a

member of Congress directed a specific trade or made
a trade individually without the broker?
A. No.

Q. So because everything is managed by a
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broker, how are you notified of the transactions
that are made?

A. I am really -- I don't -- I get like a --
I have a thing online for the Merrill Lynch account
that I check periodically, you know, on my phone. I
don't really get notified of the National Securities

account trades.

Q. Okay. Who is Witness 17

A. My accountant, friend of mine.

Q. What role does he play in managing your
accounts?

A. Nothing. He doesn't manage the accounts.
All he does is -- he is my accountant. And he does
my financial disclosure forms for me. And he is now
the -- he 1s now the treasurer of my campaign for

governor. And he may have previously been a
treasurer of my congressional accounts, but not --
not recently, not for the past few years.

Q. What role does he play in preparing your

financial disclosures?

A. He does everything.
Q. And by everything, you mean?
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A. He is authorized to get all of my
statements and stuff from the -- from the brokers.

And he tracks everything and reports everything.

Q. In that process, what role do you play?

A. I review it at the end for the annual
disclosures. The new ones, I don't really go over
those. You know, those happen automatically now. I

forget what they are called now - the PRT or the
periodic ones that we are now doing to comply. I
don't see those. But the annual ones, he usually
sends it to me, and I go over it with him.

Q. And the new ones that we are talking
about -- we are talking about the periodic
transaction reports that are pursuant to the STOCK

Act, right?

A. Yep, yep.
Q. What role does --
A. Those go out -- they go out almost

automatically now. And there is very little trading
done on purpose.
0. And who prepares those?

A. Witness 1.
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Q.

do you review those before they go out?

A.

Q.

the STOCK Act?

A.

you know,

things like that. But the only time I really took

note of it
related to
Periodic t

Q.

A.
focused on

Q.
issue came
you?

A.

Q.
first elec

A.

Q.

And do you review -- for sake of clarity,

No.

When was the first time you learned about

I must have heard about it at some point,

during our different training classes and

was when this -- this issue came up

the periodic -- what is it called now?
ransaction reports.

Or just PTR's for short?

PTR's. That's the only one I really
it.

And when -- when you say that when this

up, you mean when our office contacted

Yes.

So do you -- so you —-- when were you
ted as a member of Congress?

2016. November of 2016.

And I realize it has been a few years.
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But do you remember taking a new members ethics

training at the time?

A. I am sure I did, but I don't remember,
no.

Q. Have you had to take any annual ethics
training since —-- since you have been elected?

A. I am sure I have, yes.

Q. Do you recall the STOCK Act or the topic

of PTR's coming up in any of those trainings?

A. I don't recall it specifically, no. I am
not saying it didn't come up. I am sure it did.

But I don't recall it coming up.

Q. And you've -- it's fair to say you have
made all of your training requirements. You haven't
skipped them?

A. I hope so. I am reasonably sure I did.

I would have gotten another complaint.

MS. SHUST: This is Diane Shust. I work
for the congressman. I am sorry. I am by phone. I
couldn't get on by Zoom. But yes, he has met all of
his ethics requirements.

MR. ASHMAWY: Thank you.
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BY MR. ASHMAWY:
Q. And have you ever been contacted by the

Committee on Ethics regarding the STOCK Act

specifically?
A. Just this proceeding we are going through
now. That's all that I am aware of, yes. Can I say

one thing?

Q. Sorry?

A. Can I say one thing?

Q. Of course.

A. Big picture thing. I mean, the bottom

line is, is that I was under the impression -- and I
concede now that it may be mistaken impression. But
I was under the impression that because I had
brokered directed accounts that they traded at their
discretion, that my requirement was to fill out an
annual disclosure. And I did fill out an annual
disclosure every year. We discussed it with the
Ethics Office. Every year Witness 1, who is my
accountant, would pre-submit this to the ethics
people and review it with them and discuss it with

them to make sure we did it properly. I remember
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him, you know, telling me on separate occasions. I
don't remember specifically when. But I remember on
specific occasions they made changes to it to
clarify things. And so every year, we were going -—--
we made a point of doing this what we thought was
properly. And we did this for I don't know how many
years before this issue came up four years or five
years and always discussing it with the ethics
people. And it never came up that, oh, you know,
you are doing these trades. You have to do PTR's as
well. So, you know, everything was —-- what would be
the purpose of us not doing the PTR's? It would be
like we were trying to hide something. We are not
trying to hide anything. We discussed everything in
our annual financial disclosures. And so we just,
you know, made a mistake. And nobody advised us,
you know, when discussing this. Every year —-- every
year we discussed this with the ethics folks. And
they never said, oh, by the way, you are supposed to
be doing PTR's. We would have done it. So as soon
as we heard that we were not doing something

properly, we immediately complied and have since
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been complying with the rules.

Q. So you obviously are anticipating a
number of my questions, so maybe we can Jjust unpack
that a little bit. You and your accountant took
advantage of the preclearance process for financial
disclosures, correct?

A. Yes, every year. Maybe even when I was
running, too.

Q. And at any time, did the Committee on
Ethics tell you that you needed to file PTR's?

A. No, not to me. And according to Witness
1, not to Witness 1. There was something with like
some junior person he has working with him. And I
looked at that email a couple of months ago. And it
was like it was very confusing because it seems like
they were both talking past each other. They didn't
even understand what the other person was saying.
The young accountant who worked for Witness 1
thought it was 1like, you know, something about real
estate. And they were like, yes, you are right. I
mean, I read it. It's completely -- it was very

misdirected conversation.
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MR. ASHMAWY: Just since we are talking
about that email just for the sake of the record,
Stephanie, can you pull up Tab 7 just so we make
sure we are talking about the same email?

THE TECHNICIAN: Certainly. Stand by,
Counsel. Exhibit -- excuse me -- Tab 7 is on
screen, Counsel.

BY MR. ASHMAWY :

0. Congressman, does this look like the
email you are referencing? And if we need to scroll
down, we can.

A. Go back to the top for a second. Can you
go down a little bit?

0. I think it might be most helpful to start
at the bottom where I believe the reference --

A. Because you see this thing here? That's
correct, not on A or B. Go down a little bit
further. "They are not rental properties.
Therefore, they aren't necessary to be reported."
That's correct. They just completely spoke across
-- they -- anyway. Yes, that's the email.

MR. ASHMAWY: Stephanie, can you scroll
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down just a little further? Keep going. Keep

going.
BY MR. ASHMAWY:
Q. So this is, I think, the part that you
were referencing, Congressman. Did you ever see

this email?

A. I saw it like as part of this process
when Witness 1 was looking through all of his files.
This is what he found. But that's the only time I
saw it was recently.

MR. ASHMAWY: Okay. Very good. While we
are doing this process, Stephanie, can you please
just put up tab -- Tab 2?

THE TECHNICIAN: Certainly.

BY MR. ASHMAWY :

Q. And while you are doing that,
Congressman, you receive the ED colleague emails?

A. I am sure I do. You know, I really don't

look at them all quite frankly.

0. That's fair.

A. I get a lot of stuff.

0. So do -- I mean, would you recall a
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particular ED colleague email?

A. This one?

Q. Any of them, frankly. This is just an
example.

A. No. I mean, I really don't. I don't
really —— I don't really -- you know, no.

Q. So you don't really review them
regularly?

A. No.

Q. Do you happen to have anyone on your

staff or anywhere you forward these to do review?

A. No, not as a regular practice, no.

MR. ASHMAWY: Stephanie, you can remove
that.
BY MR. ASHMAWY :

Q. And just to clarify, I understand that
you reported all your trades annually. I understand
that no one on the committee ever mentioned the
PTR's to you directly. I just want to understand.
Did you think the STOCK Act did not apply to you or
that you did not have to disclose?

A. Well, I certainly know that I had to
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comply with the rules of the House. And my
impression was that my requirement was to do this
annual disclosure. And we thought we were fully

compliant by doing that.

Q. Do you know where that impression came
from?

A. I guess it's common sense. To me, it's
common sense. You know, because I was not involved

in the trading of my accounts, that it was done by
my stockbrokers. And that I was not really -- I am
not involved in that as to what they are trading.
And I disclosed it on an annual basis. And I
thought that that was sufficient.

Q. Do you recall if anyone ever told you
that the -- that you didn't have to disclose a
brokered-managed account?

A. I don't recall that, no.

Q. And we kind of covered this. But just
again for the sake of clarify. When was the first
time you learned that you hadn't filed periodic
transaction reports, you know, in accordance with

the STOCK Act?
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A. Some news story that was written. Some
outside group filed a complaint or something. And
it was written in a news story.

0. And then what did you do when that was

brought to your attention?

A. I said, "We have got to fix this." I
told Witness 1. I might have told Diane -- I don't
know -- or my chief of staff.

MS. SHUST: I was with you. May I jump
in here or at the end? Just know that I would like
to say something to help clarify this.

MR. ASHMAWY: Go ahead. Sure. Let's —--
Diane, if we could save that to the end.

MS. SHUST: Of course. Of course.

BY MR. ASHMAWY :

Q. Just so that we can keep this moving
expeditiously. I understand that there is -- you
know, that you have a process now in place to file
PTR's timely. Do you know specifically what that
process 1is?

A. Witness 1 got authorization to get every

trade from the brokers when they happened. And he
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works with them. I don't know how the process

worked. But he worked with them to disclose them to

the proper reporting entity as soon as it happens.

Q. And if we could just loop back now to

your interactions with the Committee on Ethics. Did

you specifically have interactions with them on thi
issue or was that all managed by your accountant?

A. All by my accountant.

Q. Okay. Do you know if you have paid a
fine for the late periodic transaction reports?

A. I am certain I haven't.

Q. Okay. Do you know if there has been any
discussion, either between you and the committee or
your accountant and the committee, about paying a
fine?

A. No, there has not been. Not by me,
certainly. I would assume there hasn't been with
Witness 1. I am not paying -- well, I hope I won't
be paying any fines. I don't intend to pay any
fines. I will fight this.

0. Do you know i1f the Committee on Ethics

has reviewed any of the PTR's you filed since you

S
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learned that you needed to file them?

A. No idea.

Q. Before I get into sort of a final topic
here, I want to see if Jeff has any questions for
you, Sir.

MR. BROWN: No, I don't. Thank you,
Omar.
BY MR. ASHMAWY :

Q. Okay. Congressman, in the interest of
improving the process, I would be curious to know
if, you know -- your thoughts on ways in which this
could be improved so that members file PTR's when
they are supposed to?

A. Well, I think that, you know, there is
only 435 members of Congress. And so I think that
every single member of Congress should have someone
from the Ethics Office that is responsible for that
member. So like everybody has got their staff
member. And that staff member should be, you know,
responsible for saying, hey, you know, you didn't
take your class, you didn't file you reports, you

didn't do this, you didn't do that. But instead of
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it kind of like being out there in the ether -- it
is only 435 members —-- everybody should have a set

person that's responsible for tracking that member
of Congress and letting them know that they have got
to do X, Y, Z and maybe even having a one-on-one
meeting with them or, you know, some sort of, you
know, review process to go through it. I mean, I
really just had no idea that I was required to do
this. And I am sure -- you know, I am reasonably
sure that it would have come up in like the ethics

trainings and things like that. But, quite frankly,

we have a lot going on in Congress. I have a lot of
other stuff going on. And it's just not -- ethics
is a big priority for me. But the -- some of the

formalities are not necessarily something I make a
priority of.

MR. ASHMAWY: Thank you, sir. Diane, I
know you wanted to speak about something. But just,
for the record, because you joined late, I Jjust want
to clarify that Diane Shust --

MS. SHUST: Yes.

MR. ASHMAWY: -- the congressman's chief
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of staff joined this interview after it began. And
her name is spelled D-I-A-N-E; S-H-U-S-T. Diane,
did you want to say something?

MS. SHUST: Yes, I would. And I would
Just like to give you a minute of my background. I
was chief of staff to Congressman Jim McDermott when
the STOCK Act was passed. I personally filed his
monthly PTR's and his financial disclosures for
every year that he served in the Congress. I take
ethics very seriously. And I was appointed by the
chief judge of our court of appeals here in D.C. to

a Hearing Committee on the Board of Professional

Responsibility in which I served for six years. So
I follow -- and Tom will tell you this -- all of the
rules.

When he came into Congress, I said, "No,
there is a requirement that you have to file a
financial disclosure form." And he said, "Oh, don't
worry. We have -- you know, my accountant is taking
care of that." So I was very relieved that I would
not be involved in that process because obviously

the ramifications are very serious 1f you file
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incorrectly.

When Tom came in, in the election of
2016, there were serious problems with the Committee
on Ethics. It was in the news a lot. A number of
the senior counsels had left. One of the, you know,
revered counsel had committed suicide. People —--
the morale was very, very low. And they were in the
process of hiring new people. I frankly never
worried about Tom's PTR or financial disclosure form
because I knew that they would have been on the
case. They would have caught it. They would have
said something. When I would go in with the
financial disclosure form for Jim McDermott for
pre-conferencing, my pre-filing, they would say to
me, oh, you forgot to add this or, oh, you need to
redo this. So I knew Tom was doing that through his
accountant. I thought everything was great.

I was frankly shocked when I was with Tom
when we heard about the MPR story about this because
as I said to him, I could understand the Ethics
Committee letting you go through one year doing this

incorrectly, because everything was filed on your
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financial disclosure form. It was transparent.
There was no attempt to hide anything. But I cannot
understand how they kept this -- let this go on year
after year after year. So I think there is a
serious problem with the Committee on Ethics in that
this was allowed to go on as long as it would.
Obviously, when Tom thought there was a problem, he
corrected it immediately. So he has been in
Congress. He was sworn in, you know, in 2017. He
has been there since then.

Now he is filing, you know, the PTR's.
But the fact that it was allowed to go on so long, I
believe, shows error on the part of the committee.

MR. ASHMAWY: Thank you, Diana.

MS. SHUST: You are welcome.

MR. ASHMAWY: Jeff, do you have any
questions before we conclude?

MR. BROWN: Yeah.

BY MR. BROWN:

Q. Congressman, if I can just follow-up on
one issue. So you were elected in 2016, started --
sworn in, in 2017. I imagine somewhere around this
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time, you had a conversation with Witness 1 about
him taking over the role of filing annual
disclosures and fulfilling your obligations -- your
disclosure obligations. Can you take us back to
that time and just give us a little bit of insight
into how Witness 1 came to file your disclosures and
what direction and guidance he was gilven?

A. Witness 1 has been my treasurer for my
campaigns when I was mayor of Glen Cove. He was on
the city council with me. He was my treasurer for
when I was county executive. And then when I ran
for -—- well, I ran for governor of New York in 2006
against Eliot Spitzer. It didn't turn out very well
for me. It didn't turn out very well for Eliot
Spitzer, either. And so in 2016 when I ran for
Congress, 1t was really a last-minute thing to do.
Steve Israel announced in January of 2016 he wasn't
running. And so we scrambled, you know, to put
together a campaign. And, Witness 1, will you do
this for me? And he was my treasurer for my
campaign. And we were like, "Oh, you have to do a

financial disclosure form." During the campaign you
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had to do it, not just when you got elected. And I
said, "I need you to take care of this for me." He
does my personal, you know, tax filings. He does
all of my accounting work. And so he took on this
role as well. And he was the treasurer for my
campaign and did my financial disclosures. And he
stopped doing my treasurer work for my campaign two
or three years ago. But now he is back again doing
it for my gubernatorial campaign. But he always --
he handles all this stuff for me. That's just his
role in my life.

Q. And there is not any sort of training
that Witness 1 gets put through for financial
disclosures or anything like that. It's sort of --

A. I'm unaware of that.

Q. -- here's the instruction guide, please

make sure that this is all --

A. Yeah. I don't know if he did any
training. But yes, he -- it was all his doing.
And, again, he would talk to the -- I was like, "You

can talk to the people ahead of time? That's

great." So, you know, he would talk to them ahead
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of time. And they would give him advice, and he
would make changes. So he -- I really thought that
this was all totally under control.

Q. Okay. Understood. Thank you,
Congressman.

A. You know, I am going to say, also, I have
been in public life for -- since 1993 is when I
first got elected mayor of Glen Cove. So that's,
you know, 28, 29 years, going on 29 years. You
know, I had battles with Eliot Spitzer. He went
down. I had battles with a guy Ed Mangano who beat
me. He got convicted of bribery and corruption. I
had battles with Shelly Silver and Joe Bruno, the
majority leader and the speaker of the Assembly in
New York State. They got arrested. I battled with
the guy named Dean Skelos, who got arrested and
convicted. I got -- I mean, I have had more fights
with people throughout my public life who have done
things that were unethical or inappropriate. I have
always prided myself on the fact that I have been
very, very careful about following the rules and

making sure I did things properly. And I have, you
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know, been in office for 20 -- off and on, I should

say, for 20, whatever it is, eight years, nine

years. And I have never had a whiff of impropriety.

And so this is really upsetting to me
this whole process because of the fact that, you
know, everybody thinks politicians are no good.
Everybody thinks they are all bums. And, you know,
now I am in the newspaper Suozzi with ethical
complaints. You know, the last thing I want to do
is have an ethical complaint or an ethical
violation. So it is very important to me. I have
been very forthcoming in this process. I have been
very —-- I have worked very quickly because my goal
is to try and resolve this as quickly as possible.
And, you know, I really -- you know, anything that
we have done here that's inappropriate was by a
mistake and not by any conscious effort to not

disclose something. I mean, why would we -- I mean

that's why we disclosed everything annually. And we

did everything properly annually. We just didn't
realize that we were subject to these PRT's --

PTR's. So I hope that we can resolve this quickly

14
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and move forward. And we will do everything we can
to comply with the rules.

MR. ASHMAWY: Well, I would like to
personally thank you, Congressman. You have been
very cooperative. And we really do appreciate that.
So I don't have any other questions for you. Unless
you have any questions for me, we can conclude this
and go off the record.

THE WITNESS: Okay. Thank you so much.

MR. ASHMAWY: All right. Let's go off
the record.

(At 10:36 a.m., the interview was

concluded.)
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To:

Z115 Suozzi, To

From: e-Dear Colleague
Sent: Mon 1/13/2020 10:36:38 PM
Subject: Administrative: Annual Pay Memo

Annual Pay Memo

Sending Office: Committee on Ethics
Sent By: Matt. Jansen@mail.house.gov

MEMORANDUM FOR ALL MEMBERS, OFFICERS, AND EMPLOYEES
FROM: Committee on Ethics
Theodore E. Deutch, Chairman
Kenny E. Marchant, Ranking Member

SUBJECT: The 2020 Outside Earned Income Limit and Salaries Triggering the Financial
Disclosure Requirement and Post-Employment Restrictions Applicable to House Officers and
Employees

All Members of the House are subject to certain public disclosure requirements and employment
restrictions both during and after their service in the House. Specifically:

1. Financial disclosure filing requirements, including both annual financial disclosure (FD)
statements and Periodic Transaction Reports (PTRs);
2. Restrictions on outside employment;
3. Notification requirements for disclosure of negotiations for private employment and related
recusals; and
4. Post-employment restrictions.

House employees may also be subject to these requirements and restrictions, depending on their
salary level. This memorandum provides details on the current triggering salary figures for
Calendar Year (CY) 2020 for each of the categories noted above, and summarizes them in a table
on page 5. Itis each individual employee’s responsibility to know whether their salary level subjects
them to these standards of conduct and, if so, to comply with them. Please note that this
memorandum is not a comprehensive list of every rule or standard of conduct that applies to House
staff, but an overview of key standards that are triggered by salary level. Any Member, officer, or
employee who has questions about these requirements and restrictions; or about the various rules
is encouraged to contact the Committee’s Office of Advice and Education at extension 5-7103.

FINANCIAL DISCLOSURE

House officers and employees whose “rate of basic pay is equal to or greater than 120 percent of
the minimum rate of basic pay payable for GS-15 of the General Schedule” for at least 60 days at
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To 2115 Suozzt, Tor S

From: e-Dear Colleague

Sent: Mon 2/8/2021 9:54:10 PM

Subject: Administrative: The 2021 Outside Earned Income Limit and Salaries Triggering the Financial
Disclosure Requirement and Post-Employment Restrictions

The 2021 Outside Earned
Income Limit and Salaries
Triggering the Financial
Disclosure Requirement and
Post-Employment
Restrictions

Sending Office: Committee on Ethics
Sent By: EthicsCommittee@mail.house.gov

Please click here to read the Pink Sheet on the Committee's website

February 8, 2021
MEMORANDUM FOR ALL MEMBERS, OFFICERS, AND EMPLOYEES
FROM: Committee on Ethics
Theodore E. Deutch, Chairman
Jackie Walorski, Ranking Member

SUBJECT: The 2021 Outside Earned Income Limit and Salaries Triggering the Financial
Disclosure Requirement and Post-Employment Restrictions Applicable to House
Officers and Employees

All Members of the House are subject to certain public disclosure requirements and
employment restrictions both during and after their service in the House. Specifically:

1. Financial disclosure filing requirements, including both annual financial disclosure (FD)
statements and Periodic Transaction Reports (PTRs);
2. Restrictions on outside employment;
3. Notification requirements for disclosure of negotiations for private employment and
related recusals; and
4. Post-employment restrictions.

House employees may also be subject to these requirements and restrictions, depending
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To 2115 Suozzi, Tor

From: e-Dear Colleague
Sent: Mon 4/26/2021 9:27:14 PM
Subject: Administrative: Upcoming Financial Disclosure Filing Deadline & Automatic Extension

Upcoming Financial
Disclosure Filing Deadline &
Automatic Extension

Sending Office: Committee on Ethics
Sent By: EthicsCommittee@mail.house.gov

Please click here to view PDF of the Pink Sheet

April 26, 2021
MEMORANDUM FOR ALL MEMBERS, OFFICERS, AND EMPLOYEES
FROM: Committee on Ethics
Theodore E. Deutch, Chairman
Jackie Walorski, Ranking Member

SUBIJECT:  Upcoming Financial Disclosure Filing Deadline & Automatic Extension

The Ethics in Government Act (EIGA) subjects all Members of the House and certain
House employees to financial disclosure (FD) filing requirements. In general, Members and staff
who are subject to FD filing requirements must file two types of reports: 1) annual FD
Statements, which must be filed regardless of a filer’s holdings or financial activity, as well as
upon beginning and terminating House employment, and 2) periodic transaction reports (PTRs)
that a filer may be required to file throughout the year on an ongoing basis, depending on their
actual financial activity. The purpose of this memorandum is to remind filers of the filing
requirement and to detail the step the Committee is taking to address the difficulties of complying
with the May 17, 2021 annual FD deadline.

Automatic Extension for Annual Financial Disclosure Statements

The Committee has automatically granted all House Members and employees who
are required to file an annual FD Statement the full 90-day extension permitted by EIGA.
Therefore, the deadline for all annual filers is now August 13, 2021. Annual filers are
welcome to submit FD Statements as soon as practicable, or any time before August 13, 2021.
There is no need to request the extension or take any other action. As the Committee is granting
an extension to the maximum extent allowed by law, the Committee is not authorized to grant
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To: 2115 suozzi, Tori . - --o. Vi< |

From: Michael G. Norman
Sent: Mon 4/26/2021 9:53:55 PM
Subject: Re: Administrative: Upcoming Financial Disclosure Filing Deadline & Automatic Extension

Thank you
All the best
Mike

Michael G Norman CPA PC
410 Jericho Turnpike- Suite 200
Jericho, New York 11753
Office:

Fax:

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTE: This e-mail is intended only for the use of the individual or entity to which it is
addressed and may contain information that is privileged, confidential and exempt from disclosure under
applicable law. If the reader of this e-mail message is not the intended recipient, or the employee or agent
responsible for delivery of the message to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination,
distribution or copying of this communication is prohibited. If you have received this e-mail in error, please notify
us immediately by telephone at (516) 942-0300 and via e-mail and also indicate the sender's name. Thank you.

----- Original Message--—-

From: Z115 Suozzi, Tom <
To: Mike Norman
Sent: Mon, Apr 26, 2021 5:34 pm
Subject: Fwd: Administrative: Upcoming Financial Disclosure Filing Deadline & Automatic Extension

orio, Vilke

FYI

Tom
Thomas R. Suozzi

Begin forwarded message:

From: e-Dear Colleague N_
Date: April 26, 2021 at 5:29:39 P
To: "Z115 Suozzi, Tom"
Subject: Administrative: | sclosure Filing Deadline & Automatic Extension
Reply-To: e-dearcolleagu

Upcoming Financial
Disclosure Filing Deadline
& Automatic Extension

Sending Office: Committee on Ethics
Sent By: EthicsCommittee@mail.house.gov
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Frem: Tonya.Sloans | NG
To! mnhen:paui-
Subject: FW Congressman Thomaes Suozm
Cate: Tue. Aug 10.2021 1148 9m
ATachments: 2020 Financial Disclosurer Drak 8/9-21.201{1888K)

Mitheal

Qe of our audilors reviewed the draft and nolzd the following issues

1. Assels that were disclosed onthe pror year Schedule A {Assets and Uneamed hoome) generally should be disclosed onthe current year Scheduie A, If the assets were sald, the sale should de reperted on Schedule B
(Transactions). Assets thatwere sold shoudd generally be reported on schedude A with 2 vate of “none.” Please review the following:

Adignz- Qualified RA 2AZL DFA Mult Strategy Fund
Alienz- Qualified RA =Black Reck Global Associates
Memll Lynch- Advsor Discration Account =
JPMorgan Chase Capital XVIJP Morgen Alerian MLP ETN (AM))
2, The following assets have been reporied for the firstlime, If the assats ware purchased during the reporting period, please disclose these transactons on Sﬂ'edde B {Transactiors}. Please review (he following
AlFenz- Qualified RA =AZL MVP Growth khdex Siralegy
Alianz- Quakfied RA =AZL MVP TRP Cap App Plus
3. Member reported two entries fortha same invastment. Please sembine the following ivesiments into one entry.
Memll Lnch- Advisor Discration Accour = JP Margan Chase & Co.
Merrill Lynch- Advisor Discretion Account =Nwcia Corporation
Memill Lynch- Advisor Discration Account =>VWalmart
Merrill Lynch- Advisor Discralion ACCou: =sWaste Managament

4. Members and staff are not required to dischse he exact amount for el speuse’s income. You may use *NA” for the amount of income.
5. FTRs are not been filed tc disclose stock transactions from 2020 and prier vears.

Torya Sloans

From: Michael G, Nerman [
Sent: Nonday, Auqust 9, 2
To: Disclosuse, Fin

Cc: Soans, Torya <|
Subject; Congressman Thomas Suorzi

Good moming to ail-

Attached plesse ind, for your jniew, @ dmt of the 2020 Fi Dizct: report for Congy Thamas Suozzi.
Ifyous have any questions, of need additional information, do not hasitate to contact us diractly,

Thank you for your assistance

Ak the best

Michael Nesmnan

Michael G Norman CPA PC
210 Jericho Tumgake- Suite 200
Jeneho, New York 71753
Office:

Fax,

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTE: Tris e-nall is intended only for the use af the insividual or estity 10 which it is addressed and may cantain inf an that is and exempt fom disclosure under applizabla law, If the reader of this 2-mail message is not the intended

iesiplent, of the amployee of agent rezpensible for delivery of the messags to the intended recipienl, you are heredy natified that any dissermination, dslmurian or copying of this communication is prohébited, If you have reccived this e<mail in error, please natify us immediately by
tetephione 2t [IIIR:~d vz =-mail and alsc indcate the sendar's name, Thark you,
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Feom: mikencea (N
To: tranmar k(N
Subject: Fwss Cangrassman Thomas Suozm
Date: Tue Aug 10.2021 1 $22m
12020 F Orad 8.9-21,041(1828K)

Michael G Norman CPA PC
410 Janehs Tumpfee Swirs 200

Jencho Ray
Offe:
Fax

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTE: This e=mallis intencad ondy for the use of he indiwckal oe enlity 10 which 7t is rddressed and may contain i

that is p ed,

1 and exempt kom discloswe under applcable law: If the reader of this e-mail message s net (he intended

recipient, of the employee of agent responaible for dekvery of the message to the inlended secipient, you are hereby oatifed hal any dsseminslion, &slnb‘nm oc copying of this communication is prohibited. H you have teceived iz &.mail in emor, please notify us immadistely by

telephone gt {516) €42-03C0 and via o-mai 0d M50 indicate the sengers aeme, Thank you,

—-Crginal #Aesssge—

P
To' mikencpadi@act com

Serd Tue, Aup 10 2027 11 4%am

Subgect FW Corgressman Thomas Suazat

Micheak:

One of our auditors reviewed the draft and noted the following issues:

1. Assets (hal were disclsed on tha prior year Schedula A (Assets and Unsamed Income) generally should be disclosed on the cuent year Schedule A, I the assels ware sold, the sale shoud be reported on Schedule B

(Transactions). Assets that were sold should gererzlly be reperted on schedue A witha value of “nenz.” Plzase raview the following:

Alliarz- Qualified IRA =AZL GFA Muli Strategy Fund

Alliarz- Qualified IRA =Black Rock Global Associates

Memill Lynch- Adviser Discretion Accourt =

JPMorgan Chase Capital XVIJP Morgan Alefian MLP ETN (AMJ}

2. The following assets have been reporied for the first time, ¥ the assets were purchased duing the reporting penod, please disclose these transactions on Scheduse B (Transactions), Please review the following

Aliiarz- Qualified RA =>AZL MVP Growih Index Strategy
Alganz- Qualfied IRA =AZL MVP TRP Cap App Plus

3. Member raporied two erdries for e same investment. Please combine the following investments into ong entry:

Menifl Lynch- Advisor Biscretion Account =P Morgan Chase & Co.
Menill Lynch- Advisor Discretion Account =>Nwidia Comporation
Meraill Lyreh- Advisor Discrelion Accourd >Waknarg

Menill Lynch- Advisor Discretion Account »>Weste Management

4. Members and slaff are not required to disclose the exact ameurd for (neir spouse’s income. Youmay use “N/A™ for ine amount of income.,

5. PTRs ere not beenfiled to disclose stock ransactions from 2020 and prior years,
Torya Skans

From: Nichael G. Norman

Sent: Nonday, August 9, 2024 13°-30 AM
To: Disclosure, Financi

Ce¢: Shaas, Tonya

Subject: Congressman Thomas Suoxzi

Good moming 10 &k

Altached please §nd, for your reviews a d-al nllhe 2020 Financial Disclosure report for Congressman Thomas Suozzi,
I you fiave any o need add ion, do nol hesilate to vontact us Grecthy,

Thank you for your essistance

All the best

Michae! Norman

Michaef G Norman CAA PC
410 Jencho Tumpke- Suits 200
Jencho, New Yok 11753
Office

Fax.

GONFIDENTIALITY NOTE: This eamail is intended only for the use of the indhédual or entity to wévch it Is add

d and may conlain ink ion Lhat is privleged, i

iplent, or the employee of agent
telephone a: < via e-mal and also indcale the sender’s name. Thark you.

| and exempt ¥om dsclosure under applicable lave. If the zeador of this e-mail message is not the intendad

ible for defhary of the message to the intended recipient, you ate hereby notised that any dssemination, distribution or copying of this cammunication i proniited, I you hawe received this e-mail in eror, plaase notify vs immediataly by
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tfemingmonr NN

From: Baker, Jessica

Sent: Tuesday, August 6, 2019 4:15 PM
To: tflemingmgn |
Subject: RE: Financial disclosure 2018

Hi Taylor: @ N

Quick follow up regarding your'iETlé question—the first requirement for not reporting those assets (on page 17 of the
instruction guide) is that the asset is a fund. You’ve previously reported those holdings as an Advisor Discretion
Account—is it actually a widely held investment fund?

o —Fundica Greceor mo Wi,
in, if those 4 requirements aren’t all satisfied, then he will have to continue to report those underlying assets.

A

orry for all the back and forth,

Jessica Baker

Counsel T —
Committee on Ethics "‘" TRy S o d My g O T v

U.S. House of Representatives Vi stonent e

1015 Longworth House Office Building T . T ‘
Washington, DC 20515 ﬁﬂ{l{@WL{u h(,-({\i {'{j’fx - T sl 4 {or gfreslntng

Phone: (202) 225-7103 (5"]?"{,6%_- ’

Fax: (202) 225-7392 Delaie
]

N UG agl, Woesed - _ o
Please note that is informal guidance from the professional staff of the House Committee on Ethics. If you require an official opinion
from the Committee, please submit a written request to the Committee addressed to Chairman Theodore E. Deutch and Ranking

Member Kenny Marchant.

From: Baker, Jessica

Sent: Tuesdail AuﬁUSt 6| 2i19 3:05 PM
To:

Subject: RE: Financial disclosure 2018
That's correct—not on A or B.

Jessica

From: tflemingrzn [ W
Sent: Tuesday, August 6, 2019 3:05 PM

To: Baker, Jessica [

Subject: RE: Financial disclosure 2018

They are not rental properties. Therefore, they aren’t necessary to be reported?

From: Baker, Jessica |

Sent: Tuesday, August 6, 2019 3:03 PM

To: tflemingmen| N

Subject: RE: Financial disclosure 2018

21-6367_0335



Hi Taylor:

Apologies for the delay—it’s a busy week in this office. Regarding the addition of the two properties ({ GcTcTcTcNGEGEGE
and NN ), | just want to confirm that these are rental properties. Per my email below, this isn’t reportable
if the purchase/sale were for the Congressman’s personal home that he doesn’t rent any portion of. Otherwise, if they
are rental properties, | don’t see disclosure of | NN on \ast year's report (unless it was reported a different way).
I'd recommend a comment to explain that this asset, sold in 2018, was previously omitted from previous filings in error.

This rest of this draft report and the changes made looks good. Regarding your PTR question, the Congressman must
report activity in any investment fund that does not qualify as an Excepted investment Fund. More information about
EIF's can be found on page 17 of the instruction guide.

Best,

Jessica Baker

Counsel

Committee on Ethics

U.S. House of Representatives

1015 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

Phone: (202) 225-7103

Fax: (202) 225-7392

Please note that is informal guidance from the professional staff of the House Committee on Ethics. If you require an official opinion
from the Committee, please submit a written request to the Committee addressed to Chairman Theodore E. Deutch and Ranking
Member Kenny Marchant.

From: tflemingmgn
Sent: Tuesday, August 6, 2019 9:16 AM

Tos: Baker, Jessica [

Subject: RE: Financial disclosure 2018

Hi Jessica,

Any update on the report?

Question regarding the PTR: if the accounts are not controlled by Tom Suozzi do they still need to be disclosed on this
report? The securities are held in an advisory discretionary account.

Thank you.

Best Regards,

TaylorF
Michael G. Norman, C.P.A., P.C.

410 Jericho Turnpike, Suite 200
Jericho, NY 11753

O

F:

From: Baker, Jessica [N

Sent: Friday, August 2, 2019 3:03 PM
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To: tflemingmgn
Subject: RE: Financial disclosure 2018

Hi Taylor:

I've attached the excerpt from our manual re: PTRs. Because most of those transactions are purchase/sale of stock over
$1k, he'll need to report each of those in a PTR.

Additionally, | was looking at the all the rental properties the Congressmen held when answering your question about
selling his home—if it was his personal home (i.e. he bought and sold a home he doesn’t also rent/otherwise use for
monetary gain), then it’s not reportable anywhere. Any mortgage, if any, he took on the new property is reportable on
Schedule D (Liabilities), however.

Best,

Jessica Baker

Counsel

Committee on Ethics

U.S. House of Representatives

1015 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

Phone: {202} 225-7103

Fax: (202) 225-7392

Please note that is informal guidance from the professional staff of the House Committee on Ethics. If you require an official opinion
from the Committee, please submit a written request to the Committee addressed to Chairman Theodore E. Deutch and Ranking
Member Kenny Marchant.

From: Baker, Jessica
Sent: Friday, August 2, 2019 11:27 AM

To: 'tflemingmgn [ T

Subject: Re: Financial disclosure 2018
Hi Taylor:

First, regarding the inherited IRA from the Congressman'’s late mother—he is not required to list as transactions a
change in retirement custodians/a “roll over” of funds from her account to his but he should parenthetically explain
where the new account came from in a comment (below | just recommended adding the date of the transfer). For assets
acquired in this [RA, you can remove all of those transactions listed as an exchange on Schedule B (as they are not
needed for this type of transfer).

Schedule A {Assets and “Unearned Income”}:
e Merrill Lynch—Advisor Discretion Account: Apple Inc. and ATT&T
o Because Apple and AT&T were sold in 2018, they only need to be reported once on Sch. A with a value
of “none.” The dividends over $200 that either stock accrued during the year should alsc be reported, as
well as the capital gains.
* Merrill Lynch—Advisor Discretion Account: late mother’s IRA assets
o Would recommend adding that they were inherited in February 2018 to the description.
¢ Merrill Lynch—Advisor Discretion Account: Consolidated Edison, Inc., Intel Corporation, MetLife, Inc., PPL
Corporation, Procter & Gamble Company, and Superior Industries International, Inc.:
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o Only one entry is needed for these assets on Sch. A. You may delete the other entry ahd list the
dividends and capital gains together in a single entry (the system allows you to check multiple boxes for
“income type(s)”.
*  Merrill Lynch—Advisor Discretion Account: Exxon Mobil Corporation (XOM)
o Was reported on last year’s filing, but is reported this year as being purchased and sold in 2018 {please
remediate).
¢ Merrill Lynch—Advisor Discretion Account: Henry Schein, Inc
o lfsold in 2017, it can be removed from this year’s report.

Schedule B (Transactions):

» Certain transactions reported on Schedule B shouid have also been reported in Periodic Transaction Reports
throughout the year. The Congressman will need to file retroactive PTRs for the majority of the items listed on
Sch. B. (happy to walk you through this via phone).

Best,

Jessica Baker

Counsel

Committee on Ethics

U.S. House of Representatives

1015 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

Phone: (202} 225-7103

Fax: (202} 225-7392

Pm%enmeﬂmﬂsmﬂwmmEuwmmeﬁmnmepmksmnmsmﬁofmeHomeCmnmhmeonEmk&IﬂmuqumanonMomnmn
from the Committee, please submit a written request to the Committee addressed to Chairman Theodore E. Deutch and Ranking
Member Kenny Marchant.
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. 410 Jericho Tpke., Suite 200
Michael Gerard Norman, C.P.A., P.C. Joricho, NY 117531318

K

November 5, 2021

Mr. Sean M. Quinn, Esq.
Investigative Counsel

Office of Congressional Ethics
U.S. House of Representatives
425 3™ Street SW- Suite 1110
Washington, DC 20024

Re: The Honorable Thomas Suozzi
Review No: 21-6367

Dear Mr. Quinn:

I am the designated point of contact (autharization previously submitted) for the review of
Filings by Thomas R Suozzi. Additionally, | assisted in the preparation of all financial disclosure reports
since the Congressman’s first election campaign for congress in 2016. As requested in the request for
information, we are submitting the following information:

1. Copies of all documents relating to the preparation of the annual financial disclosure reports
including brokerage statements, investment schedules K-1 received for each year,
retirement account statements, and year end 1099 reports. We are submitting as a separate
file for each year, 2017-2020.

2. Copies of ail communications with the house committee on ethics to and from me relating
to the annual financial disclosures

3. Information relating to the 2021 PTR filings submitted.

4. The following individuals have assisted with the preparation and filings of the PTR’s since
2017: Michael G Norman CPA

Fran Markus
Mario Alvarado
Please note: All individuais can be reached at my office ||| G

Let me be clear, Congressman Suozzi and | were under the mistaken impression that because
the congressman’s brokerage accounts were solely managed at the discretion of the brokers, we were
only required to file an annual disclosures and not periodic transaction reports(“PTR’S”). In fact, | filed
the proper annual disclosures for 2016, 2017, 2018, 2019 and 2020. Each year my office would
communicate with the house committee on ethics to review the annual disclosures prior to submission.
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Mr. Sean M. Quinn, Esq.
Review No: 21-6367
Page 2

As indicated in the emails and correspondence attached, | was first made aware of the
requirement to file PTR’s when Fran Markus, a CPA working in my office, for the first time received
notification by the committee during the 2020 annual review of the financial disclosure reports in
August 2021. (Please see emails from Fran attached). Fran and | were not aware of the missing reports.
Upon notification, we immediately prepared and filed the missing PTR’s. Additionally, we immediately
implemented a system to assure future compliance.

It should be noted every transaction by the Congressman’s brokers that we disclosed in the
PTR’s have heen previously disclosed in the annual filings. There was no effort to knowingly not report
the transactions. It should also be noted that 1 never received as the point of contact, and the
congressman never received, any notification of a failure to file,

As we were accumulating the information to submit for this review, we found a hard copy of an
August 2019 email that had been sent from the House Committee on Ethics to a recent college graduate
who served as a junior accountant in my office referring to the PTR filing requirements. It appears there
was a miscommunication. Additionally, the junior accountant unfortunately never forwarded the email
correspondence to me. The junior accountant left my office three months later in November of 2019
and | only became aware of this correspondence as part of this review. The email with her handwritten
notes is included with the submitted information relating to the 2018 filing. We apologize for this
breakdown in notification within cur office.

Thank you for your assistance and cooperation with regard to this matter. If you have any

questions, or need additional information, please do not hesitate to contact me directly as itis our
ohjective to resolve this a s quickly as possible.

Very truly yours,

@MW/

hael G Norman
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From: Michael G. Norman

To: Ashmawy, Omar

Cc: Brown, Jeffrey

Subject: Re: OCE Confidential Communication: Follow-Up
Date: Friday, January 28, 2022 2:42:00 PM
Attachments: Req for addl information re PTR filings.pdf
Hello Omar,

Hope all is well.

In preparing the Periodic Transaction Report for January 1, 2017- December 31, 2020, the Annual
Financial Disclosure Reports were used. The Annual Financial Disclosure Reports were prepared using
the year end 1099 reports received. As the 1099s reports only sale transactions, the purchases from
2017/2018 that spanned more than 2 calendar years were inadvertantly omitted. Please note, as these
securities were sold, the sale was reported on the Annual Financial Disclosure Report. Purchases and
sales within the same calendar year were properly reported.

Attached is a schedule indicating the sale of the securities listed on your schedule as missing purchases,
along with the gains and losses reported per the 1099. Please note, that when sold, the purchases were
included in the calculation of the gain or loss. Additionally, the capital gain box was checked when
applicable. In reviewing the information we are submitting to you, we identified 6 transactions, 3 in the
IRA accounts and 3 in the Advisor Discretionary Account that were unintenitally omitted. We have
segregated these transactions on the attached schedule.

Please note, the recent transactions were fully reported and we have instituted internal policies and
procedures to assure future compliance.

If you have any questions or need any additional information, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Enjoy the weekend
All the best
Mike

Michael G Norman CPA PC
410 Jericho Turnpike- Suite 200
Jericho, New York 11753

Office:

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTE: This e-mail is intended only for the use of the individual or entity to which it is
addressed and may contain information that is privileged, confidential and exempt from disclosure under
applicable law. If the reader of this e-mail message is not the intended recipient, or the employee or agent
responsible for delivery of the message to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any
dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is prohibited. If you have received this e-mail

in error, please notify us immediately by telephone at ||| ll] anc via e-mail and also indicate the
sender's name. Thank you.

From: Ashmawy, Omar >
To: Michael G. Norman >

Cc: Brown, Jeffrey >

Sent: Tue, Jan 25, 2022 1:04 pm

Subject: Re: OCE Confidential Communication: Follow-Up
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