APPENDIX C
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EXHIBIT 3



ber of parhcupants

I o o mail.com

) 21
1 e July 14, 2021 18:52:43
message sent dateltl ‘e' July 14, 2021 18:58:35

ENECELE TR AR

@gmail.com July 14, 2021 18:52:43

@gmail.com July 14, 2021 18:53:35

Between us -- AW called me this morning and asked me to dress AOC for the Met. I think im goi
ng to do it. Feels like a really great moment. But going to be a lot of work because I will have to
make a dress from scratch

July 14, 2021 18:53:56

Oh wow — so a full look
July 14, 2021 18:54:05

First of all that's fantastic

@gmail.com July 14, 2021 18:54:05

| Terrifying

COE.OCASIO-CORTEZ.010594




@gmail.com July 14, 2021 18:54:05

A full look

@gmail.com July 14, 2021 18:54:12

I think so right

July 14, 2021 18:54:22

Second that is a huge honor

@gmail.com July 14, 2021 18:54:24

I was very in shock on the phone and asked for 48hrs to confirm

@gmail.com July 14, 2021 18:54:34

| Which is insane but I don't make clothes

@gmail.com July 14, 2021 18:54:52

Which she always seems to conveniently forget

July 14, 2021 18:55:49

Lol oh AW

COE .OCASIO-CORTEZ.010595




@gmail.com July 14, 2021 18:56:12

Her answer to that is usually - but why not?

July 14, 2021 18:56:14

If you want, I can find time for and I to call you tomorrow to discuss?

July 14, 2021 18:56:19

Why not, exactly

@gmail.com July 14, 2021 18:56:24

Yes i think that would be great

July 14, 2021 18:56:28

Ok perfect

July 14, 2021 18:56:59

I'll text and figure out a time

July 14, 2021 18:58:00

But congratulations that's amazing

COE.OCASIO-CORTEZ.010596




July 14, 2021 18:58:10

We'll figure it out with you :)

@gmail.com July 14, 2021 18:58:35

THANK YOU

COE.OCASIO-CORTEZ.010597 _
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EXHIBIT 5



condenast.
gmail.com]bcondenast.com]; -

Sent:. Sat 8/11/2021 9;22:38 PM
Subject: Re: Mandarin hold

Hi
Just got off a call with- right ngadf we were to break up the cars it would be once we've landed at
the hotel for the day. WIP schedul alked me through on the phone, we can discuss tomorrow!

TK on the Hotel, they owe us an answer tomorrow re Carlyle or Mandarin-

BRONX:
8:45 PM - Crew Cali - Load Car with EQ (idle on site)

9am (AOC arrival) - 10:30 AM

*TKTK Walk around Bronx / Bodega

TKHOTEL @ 11:00 A
T Tha Navhida ~ve Tha MMandavie
FIN THIT walnyic vi 111c viativanii

“*IF we need (o release one of the cars, this would be the time to do it. After Talent and team have been dropped off at
the hotel for Glam/Gelting Ready.

LaAsT

nuicCL.

14-0N0 A Dlnrm Oall Timma /1 Cat 1 in
11:00 AM - Glam Call Time / Sct Up
11:00 AM - Crew Set Lin / Reset

11:30 AM - 12:00 PM - AOC in Glam
12:00 PM - Voting oniine (Tk duration, 1 hour to 5 hours)

12:00 - 3:00 PM - Crew Break

3:00 PM - (J 7<= set up TK location
4:30 PM - 5:30 PM AOC Gets Dressed

5:30 PM - Glam touch ups, final touches

6:00 PM - Wheels up to The Met

6:30 P - Land at iviet, capiure iandin
On Sat, 11 Sept 2021 at 16:50, -@zg;Qu,clf:,n,as;},.ggm> wrote:

Okay just spoke with Big Apple and they're pretty spread thin on sprinter vans on Monday but they
can definitely do two larger SUVs.

He's checking on the sprinter for me and will get back to me within the hour If we had to do 2x large
CTTVe annld wira malra it vwrarl-? (thh micht ha hattar far vatting danandina an haur manu nannla ara
A2V Y O VU AN YYD LRGN LYY LN \l,\JLl llllbllt UN Ubn LWLV AV V\f\,tlllb “Nl}\'llulll SRR ALV VY .IJA“AIJ y\'\/kll\n Ui
PRSI LI
iraveliing)

It’s seems like we’re still confirming what’s happening where and if there was one car to rely on and
possibly hoid EQ while we move through different piaces would be more helpful? I'm going to sync









EXHIBIT 6



Number of particpants
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gmail.com
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Frst ssage sent dalte/tlme1 August 04, 2021 10:26:41
Laét message sent date/t_n»me August 04, 2021 16:59:48

s

@gmail.com August 04, 2021 10:26:41

Should we sketch some fringe dresses?

@gmail.com August 04, 2021 10:26:58

Sometimes fringe can still look like a lot of effort but really draws the eye to the shoe

August 04, 2021 11:00:46

Liked “Should we sketch some fringe dresses? “
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@gmail.com August 04, 2021 12:07:15

@gmail.com August 04, 2021 12:07:15

| this is pretty

@gmail.com August 04, 2021 12:07:20

and I are on the phone

COE.OCASIO-CORTEZ.010729




@gmail.com August 04, 2021 12:11:26

COE.OCASIO-CORTEZ.010730




@gmail.com August 04, 2021 12:11:36

August 04, 2021 12:16:46

0o okay. I'll incorporate something like that

COE.OCASIO-CORTEZ.010731




@gmail.com August 04, 2021 12:17:02

August 04, 2021 12:17:11

Were you thinking for both you and AOC?

COE.OCASIO-CORTEZ.010732




fdgmail.com August 04, 2021 12:17:14

@gmail.com August 04, 2021 12:17:19

. Potentially

COE.OCASIO-CORTEZ.010733 _




@gmail.com August 04, 2021 12:17:47

@gmail.com August 04, 2021 12:17:47

like this short one with peopled would of course be a lot more me than AOC because its a little...
| .. You know

COE.CCASIO-CORTEZ.010734




@gmail.com August 04, 2021 12:18:10

@gmail.com August 04, 2021 12:18:26

| Maybe we try the tuxedo top and have that turn into a fringe

August 04, 2021 12:18:34

| Liked “Maybe we try the tuxedo top and have that turn into a fringe”

COE.OCASIO-CORTEZ.010735




@gmail.com August 04, 2021 12:18:45

@gmail.com August 04, 2021 12:18:52

A hybrid of the Emma stone and this

August 04, 2021 12:19:02

Liked “A hybrid of the Emma stone and this”

COE.OCASIO-CORTEZ.010736 _




@gmail.com August 04, 2021 12:29:54

Maybe this also turns into fringe on the bottom

@gmail.com August 04, 2021 12:37:07

@gmail.com August 04, 2021 12:41:27

| The last might be more of a layered tom for/gucdi fringe

COE.OCASIO-CORTEZ.010737




August 04, 2021 12:41:55

August 04, 2021 12:42:23

| Liked "Maybe this also turns into fringe on the bottom “

@gmail.com August 04, 2021 12:42:40

| Maybe a bit shorter on the fringe?

COE .OCASIO-CORTEZ.010738 _




August 04, 2021 12:45:57

@gmail.com August 04, 2021 12:47:15

| Hmmm this is getting good! Maybe its string fringe and not straps after all

COE.OCASIO-CORTEZ.010739




August 04, 2021 12:55:11

@gmail.com August 04, 2021 12:56:17

. This is really nice

@gmail.com August 04, 2021 12:56:33

. Probably my favorite so far

COE.OCASIO-CORTEZ.010740




@gmail.com August 04, 2021 12:56:48

Do you have any experience with hardware? I'd want to sketch that out and send to Italy asap

@gmail.com August 04, 2021 12:57:44

Can we also try a shorter version of this? and I both love

August 04, 2021 12:58:03

No I don't unfortunately

@gmail.com August 04, 2021 12:58:12

All good!

COE.OCASIO-CORTEZ.010741




August 04, 2021 13:02:16

COE.OCASIO-CORTEZ.010742 _




August 04, 2021 13:07:12

@gmail.com August 04, 2021 13:07:26

Cutel!!

@gmail.com August 04, 2021 13:07:38

. I love these both

COE.OCASIC-CORTEZ.(010743 _




@gmail.com August 04, 2021 13:08:29

Would love to think about some of the other options I sent you that are fringed. How we can inc
orporate color, texture, artisan work to make it feel more brother Vellies

August 04, 2021 13:16:28

Loved "Would love to think about some of the other options I sent you that are fringed. How we
can incorporate color, texture, artisan work to make it feel more brother Vellies “

August 04, 2021 13:17:08

Definitely! I'll do some research and sketches and put together something

COE.OCASIO-CORTEZ.010744 _




August 04, 2021 13:34:57

August 04, 2021 13:34:57

| Forgot to share this as well

@gmail.com August 04, 2021 13:45:49

', Loved an image

@gmail.com August 04, 2021 13:46:22

| Cute! Can we try her in a leopard hat

COE.OCASIO-CORTEZ.010745




August 04, 2021 13:47:12

COE.QCASIO-CORTEZ.010746 -




August 04, 2021 15:16:18

\OGLE

COE .OCASIO-CORTEZ.010747 -




August 04, 2021 15:16:18

\OGLE

Jean Paul Gaultier

COE.OCASIO-CORTEZ.010748




August 04, 2021 15:16:18

\OGLE

Jean Paul Gau

fwi‘l:(‘) Ceut :

August 04, 2021 15:16:18

| Would something like this be of interest?

COE.OCASIO-CORTEZ.010749




August 04, 2021 16:05:52

COE.OCASTIO-CORTEZ.010750




August 04, 2021 16:05:52

COE.OCASIO-CORTEZ.010751




August 04, 2021 16:05:52

COE .OCASIO-CORTEZ.010752




August 04, 2021 16:21:10

COE.OCASIO-CORTEZ.010753




August 04, 2021 16:25:52

August 04, 2021 16:25:52

Corrected version

COE.OCASIO-CORTEZ.010754
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EXHIBIT 7/



From:

Sent: Wednesday, August 18, 2021 2:23 AM EDT
To:

Subject: Re: Met Gala x|

Attachments: AOC.pdf, Untitled attachment 277531.htm

v

I’'m so sorry for my delay in getting this to you guys.

Please let me know if you’d like me to talk you through any of this.

They are jumping off points and once she sends any indication of feedback (cuts, lengths, colors,
moods) I can expand and nail in on a top 2 or 3 looks for direct approval.

I will shoot you a text in the morming as well. Apologies again for sending this so late in the
evening.

)

All my love,

www.brothervellies.com

(@BrotherVellies

COE.OCASIO-CORTEZ.009522




BROTHER

VELLIES

3\ A Lexicon of Fashion

COE.OCASIO-CORTEZ.009523



Wardrobe can be used as a brilliant tool for
communication, it can also be used as a tool to
understand and celebrate culture, identity,
belonging and values. Most of the couture details
and trends we have seen presented by fashion houses
over the years, actually take their inspiration
from communities of color and their traditional
artisanal skill sets and customs.

What does it look like to involve these artisans in
the fashion conversation directly? How have
communities of color been underrepresented in these
‘classic american fashion’ conversations and what
can we do to involve them now?

This is the thesis behind Brother Vellies
and I hope some things on the following pages
resonate with you.

COE.OCASIO-CORTEZ.009524



and

We are designing with handcarved wood from Kenya,
beautiful hand dyed silk fringe, paper crafted odes to
Puerto Rico’s national flower, the Flor de Maga, Brass
hardware made from melted down padlocks into beautiful

jewelry, wooden sequins and hand appliqued beads.. in
the Bronx, of course.

COE.OCASIO-CORTEZ.009525



uTteIl 9DUTIJ JTTS USAOM puey
pue sdelIls USPOOM PIAIRD puey

COE.OCASIO-CORTEZ.009526



an adornment of a handmade Flor
De Maga, Puerto Rico’s national
flower

COE.OCASIO-CORTEZ.009527



cotton and silk woven together
by hand in traditional macrame
to create a full length gown

COE.OCASIO-CORTEZ.009528



Hand embroidered stripes of
gold bugle beads on an
espresso chiffon, can be cut
more modestly

.._...-a-"‘

P i

COE.OCASIO-CORTEZ.009529



tiered fringe
or without,

a focus on
hardware
and the

potential to be
reimagined
in any color

COE.OCASTIO-CORTEZ.009530



Black tweed, redesigning a classic
fashion staple and ensemble for
progressive women of color, women of
the future

COE.OCASIO-CORTEZ.009531



Repurposed brass
melted down and
fashioned into

beautiful draping
on the waist or
neck. Presented
on a classic,
purposefully

constructed black

gown.

COE.OCASIO-CORTEZ.009532



Hand carved wooden pieces
interconnected to form this skirt

COE.OCASIO-CORTEZ.009533




tiered fringe
or’ without,
subtly
hand-beaded
black scarf and
vintage black
round buttons

COE.OCASIO-CORTEZ.009534
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EXHIBIT 8



le August 03, 2021 18:31:31
' August 03, 2021 23:21:28

@gmail.com August 03, 2021 18:31:31

mom that makes paper flowers???

August 03, 2021 18:36:57

@gmail.com August 03, 2021 18:37:21

@gmail.com August 03, 2021 18:37:27

Does she do it often

@gmail.com

| August 03, 2021 18:37:35
l
I

i I might need a few special ones for a project

COE .OCASIO-CORTEZ.010723




August 03, 2021 18:37:46

She does!

August 03, 2021 18:37:49

She's amazing

@gmail.com August 03, 2021 18:38:40

I hope she's not an aggressive Republican by any chance? I need to make some for AOC.

August 03, 2021 18:38:59

August 03, 2021 18:39:04

She's an artist

@gmail.com August 03, 2021 18:39:16

@gmail.com August 03, 2021 18:39:37

' Is it going to be like insanely expensive to make like 8 for a pair of custom shoes?

COE.OCASIO-CORTEZ.010724




August 03, 2021 20:08:01

No not at all

August 03, 2021 20:08:08

Whats your budget?

@gmail.com August 03, 2021 21:28:32

| Idon't know really. We are making 10 shoe options, this is for one.

@gmail.com August 03, 2021 21:28:56

What I typically spend on shoe samples will likely be less than she wants/needs

August 03, 2021 21:29:08

It's a cool opportunity

August 03, 2021 21:31:26

So it's eight flowers?

@gmail.com August 03, 2021 23:15:41

I'm not sure we haven't totally finished sketching yet. I'd probably ask her to try 3 different types
| of flowers and then go from there. Decide how many and the sizes of each

COE.OCASIO-CORTEZ.010725




August 03, 2021 23:16:09

Do you want me to connect you?

@gmail.com August 03, 2021 23:16:44

Maybe not quite yet! I should keep sketching further

August 03, 2021 23:17:00

I don't know how you have time for everything

August 03, 2021 23:17:07

. I'm sure she would do it for free for the Met Gala

August 03, 2021 23:17:15

I forgot that's what it was for

August 03, 2021 23:17:21

. That would be insane

@gmail.com August 03, 2021 23:17:28

| I don't either

COE.OCASIO-CORTEZ.010726




August 03, 2021 23:21:23

She's also an artist and can scratch some stuff for you

August 03, 2021 23:21:28

Sketch

COE .QCASIO-CORTEZ.010727 -




EXHIBIT 9



BROTHER VELLIES MET GALA
SIZE TOTAL FOR
STYLE COLORWAY 36 37 38 39 40 41
Flor de Maga Pump clear pve
OTK - THIGH HIGH LA tomato nappa
handmade paper flowers:
m Handcarry pink or red. will choose 1 1 AOC
on color when we receive
flowers
[PVCSandal
SHIPPED 9/6 Clear PVC
Rose Gold Metallic Nappa 1 1 AOC
Globe Sandal Metal ~
OTK - THIGH HIGH LA
Gold speccio all over AOC- 38
w Handcarry Globe- gold to match 1 1 1 3 40,41
on speccio Bt
Globe Sandal Wood
OTK - THIGH HIGH L Eartha Suede Straps place holder for
Whiskey Croc insole & last minute
wHandcaﬂy Heel 1 1
on — Globe- wood requests or
afterparty
Globe Sandal Wood
OTK - THIGH HIGH LA ——
a Suede SﬂalE
Handcarry Whiskey Croc insole & 1 1 -
on 9/10 i
Logo Heel
Gold Nappa
Handcarry Hw: match original bangles colol
M Dbeads 1-stiap, logo haidwaie al 2 5) _
fiont, logo lace ends w wood
bead
Heel: Wood
Logo Heel
Purple N
% Handcarry HW: mmrgﬁgamﬂg?‘ism
on beads , logo hard
B icfo e 8 ! 1
Heel: Wood
Logo Heel
White N
% Handcarry HW: match arigin:lagegesmbf
on ot 1 1 | I
Heel: Wood
Flor de Maga Sandal
Wood Logo Heel
5 P tomato nappa
OTK - THIGH HIGH LACES ‘>§ Baradt s flowers: 5 : o
Pris: pink or red. will choose color
%Handcaﬂy » when we receive flowers
o 7
Flor de Maga Sandal
Wood Logo Heel
OTK - THIGH HIGH LACES ;\ white nappa
e handmade paper flowers: 1 1 -
% Handcarry ‘s white
on
Flor de Maga Sandal
‘Wood Logo Heel ?
OTK - THIGH HIGH LACES (';‘\ 11
Pt white w purple degrade 1 1 -
m Handcarry - atiier
o G
BROTHER VELLIES MET GALA
SIZE TOTAL FOR
STYLE | COLORWAY 36 37 38 [ 39 | 40 41

el

=
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Flor de Maga Sandal
Bike Heel
OTK - THIGH HIGH LA =" espresso nappa
red, yellow, green flowers & 1 -
w Handcarry
on -
N
Flor de Maga Sandal T
Wood Wedge
OTK - THIGH HIGH L2 espresso nappa
red, yellow, green flowers 1 1 -
% Handcar wood wedge
on
‘Wood Wedge 1
Gold Nappa
HW: maich original bangles
M tiandcerry banges beads anket, g0 1 1 I
on naiaware at fiont
Wood Wedge
Wood Wedge 2
Clear PVC upper
% Handcarry whiskey croc insole 1 1 2 - -40
on wood wedge
Bike - Over the Knee Laci
place holder for
SHIPPED 9/6 last minute
tomato red all over ¥ 1
requests or
"‘..“ afterparty
- 7 3
Bike - Over the Knee Lac * 4
L 4 place holder for
SHIPPED 9/6 ) last minute
gold speccio all over L 5 1
requests or
":_1 afterparty
=M
Bike - Over the Knee Lac .
;-/ | place holder for
SHIPPED 9/6 ) ) last minute
silver speccio all over 1 1
requests or
afterparty
Negril
‘Vamp silver cords
SHIPPED 9/7 s "
counter, insole, heel matte white
embossed snake 1 1 AOC
blue and silver ribbon laces’
Bike Sandal with Plur
place holder for
SHIPPED 977 Chorolste Leather, Straps last minute
Chocolate Ostrich Plumes | 1 2
Honey Zebra Pony Hair Insole reqUEStS or
afterparty
Bike Sandal with Plume
place holder for
Espresso Croc Straps "
SHIPPED 9/7 et 1 1 2 last minute
Black Pony Hair Insole requests or
afterparty
BROTHER VELL MET GALA
SIZE TOTAL FOR
STYLE COLORWAY 36 37 38 39 40 41
OTK Brandy Boot
SHIPPED 9/7 )
Tomato Red fabric all over 1 1 2 AOC-38
OTK Brandy Boot
Espresso Pony Hair
w Handcarry tomato red piping up back 1 1 AOC
on seam

COE.OCASIO-CORTEZ.009543




OTK Brandy Boot )
SHIPPED 9/7
Leopard Spandex 1 1 2. AOC-38
Diane Dress Shoe ‘
silver speccio
wandcany iz ;;;::‘;;z;’m 1 1 -
on heel and sole edge - black
Empire Platform
red nappa
SHIPPED 9/7 pantone 18-1763 TCX
black platform 1 1 -
logo on zipper- silver
Empire Platform
biue nappa
SHIPPED 9/7 pantone 19-3939 TPX 1 1 _
black platform
logo on zipper- silver
Ribbon Pump
OTK - THIGH HIGH LACI
black satin all over
plaa —— 1|
- separately
E2
Ribbon Pump
OTK - THIGH HIGH LAC
m Handcarry neon pink fabric 1 Al _
on
Paloma Sandal
burgundy leather
% Handcarry Pantone 208 C 1 -
on NO feathers
Nightfall Boot
OTK Stretch
SHIPPED 9/7 B spandec 1 2| -
Nightfall Boot
OTK Stretch
SHIPPED 9/7 l black spandex 1 1 [
Nightfall Boot
OTK Stretch
SHIPPED 9/7 tomato red spandex 1 1 AOC
BROTHERVE =\ MET GALA
QUANTITY TOTAL FOR
STYLE it COLORWAY
Nile Bag Ry
black satin
m SN n & mbx:v“:ind e 1 1 AOC
on gold hardware
Nile Bag m
espresso satin
% racay o emb:v::r:s:in e 1 1 AOC
o 2 4 gold hardware

COE.OCASTIO-CORTEZ.009544




Nile Bag

COE.OCASIO-CORTEZ.009545

cream satin
m Handcarry A A siver em:z::z:‘ ot 1 AOC
on m silver hardware
Nile Bag
tomato red satin
m Handcarry silver eml::;d;vsrv:nd arystal 1 AOC
on silver hardware
TOTAL SAMPLES TO PRODUCE 45
BROTHI MET GALA - PULL FROM STOCK
4 SIZE TOTAL FOR
S1 i | COLORWAY 36 37 38 39 40 41
Paloma »-/ -
1 1|
TOTAL SAMPLES TO PULL 1




BROTHER VELLIES MET GALA
SIZE TOTAL FOR
STYLE COLORWAY 36 37 38 39 40 41
Flor de Maga Pump clear pve
OTK - THIGH HIGH LA Toimato Rappa:
handmade paper flowers:
m Handcarry pink or red. will choose 1 1 AOC
on color when we receive
flowers
[PVCSandal
SHIPPED 9/6 Clear PVC
Rose Gold Metallic Nappa 1 1 AOC
Globe Sandal Metal ~
OTK - THIGH HIGH LA
Gold speccio all over AOC- 38
wHandcany Globe- gold to match 1 1 1 3 40,41
on speccio Bt
Globe Sandal Wood
OTK - THIGH HIGH L Eartha Suede Straps place holder for
Whiskey Croc insole & last minute
w Handcarry Heel 1] 1
on — Globe- wood requests or
afterparty
Globe Sandal Wood
OTK - THIGH HIGH LA ——
a Suede Suaps
Handcarry Whiskey Croc insole & 1 1 -
on 9/10 i
Logo Heel
Gold Nappa
Handcarry Hw: match original bangles colol
M Dbeads 1-stiap, logo haidwaie al 2 5) _
fiont, logo lace ends w wood
bead
Heel: Wood
Logo Heel
Purple N
I— HW: e brignl g color
on beads , logo hard
B icfo e 8 ! 1
Heel: Wood
Logo Heel
White N
mHandcany HW: match arigin:lagegesmbf
on ot 1 1 | I
Heel: Wood
Flor de Maga Sandal
Wood Logo Heel
5 P tomato nappa
OTK - THIGH HIGH LACES ‘>§ Baradt s flowers: 5 : o
Pris: pink or red. will choose color
% Handcarry » when we receive flowers
o 7
Flor de Maga Sandal
Wood Logo Heel
OTK - THIGH HIGH LACES ;\ white nappa
e handmade paper flowers: 1 1 -
% Handcarry ‘s white
on
Flor de Maga Sandal
‘Wood Logo Heel ?
OTK - THIGH HIGH LACES (';‘\ 11
Pt white w purple degrade 1 1 -
m Handcarry - atiier
o G
BROTHER VELLIES MET GALA
SIZE TOTAL FOR
STYLE | COLORWAY 36 37 38 [ 39 | 40 41

el

=
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Flor de Maga Sandal
Bike Heel
OTK - THIGH HIGH LA =" espresso nappa
red, yellow, green flowers & 1 -
w Handcarry
on -
N
Flor de Maga Sandal T
Wood Wedge
OTK - THIGH HIGH L2 espresso nappa
red, yellow, green flowers 1 1 -
% Handcar wood wedge
on
‘Wood Wedge 1
Gold Nappa
HW: maich original bangles
M tiandcerry banges beads anket, g0 1 1 I
on naiaware at fiont
Wood Wedge
Wood Wedge 2
Clear PVC upper
% Handcarry whiskey croc insole 1 1 2 - -40
on wood wedge
Bike - Over the Knee Laci
place holder for
SHIPPED 9/6 last minute
tomato red all over ¥ 1
requests or
"‘..“ afterparty
- 7 3
Bike - Over the Knee Lac * 4
L 4 place holder for
SHIPPED 9/6 ) last minute
gold speccio all over L 5 1
requests or
":_1 afterparty
=M
Bike - Over the Knee Lac .
;-/ | place holder for
SHIPPED 9/6 ) ) last minute
silver speccio all over 1 1
requests or
afterparty
Negril
‘Vamp silver cords
SHIPPED 9/7 s "
counter, insole, heel matte white
embossed snake 1 1 AOC
blue and silver ribbon laces’
Bike Sandal with Plur
place holder for
SHIPPED 977 Chorolste Leather, Straps last minute
Chocolate Ostrich Plumes | 1 2
Honey Zebra Pony Hair Insole reqUEStS or
afterparty
Bike Sandal with Plume
place holder for
Espresso Croc Straps "
SHIPPED 9/7 et 1 1 2 last minute
Black Pony Hair Insole requests or
afterparty
BROTHER VELL MET GALA
SIZE TOTAL FOR
STYLE COLORWAY 36 37 38 39 40 41
OTK Brandy Boot
SHIPPED 9/7 )
Tomato Red fabric all over 1 1 2 AOC-38
OTK Brandy Boot
Espresso Pony Hair
w Handcarry tomato red piping up back 1 1 AOC
on seam
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OTK Brandy Boot )
SHIPPED 9/7
Leopard Spandex 1 1 2. AOC-38
Diane Dress Shoe ‘
silver speccio
I ey i el 1 1 R
on heel and sole edge - black
Empire Platform
red nappa
SHIPPED 9/7 pantone 18-1763 TCX
black platform 1 1 -
logo on zipper- silver
Empire Platform
biue nappa
SHIPPED 9/7 pantone 19-3939 TPX 1 1 _
black platform
logo on zipper- silver
Ribbon Pump
OTK - THIGH HIGH LACI
black satin all over
e —— 1|
-t separately
~——y
Ribbon Pump
OTK - THIGH HIGH LAC
% Handcarry neon pink fabric 1 A _
on
Paloma Sandal
burgundy leather
% Handcarry Pantone 208 C 1 -
on NO feathers
Nightfall Boot
OTK Stretch
SHIPPED 9/7 B spandesc 1 2| -
Nightfall Boot
OTK Stretch
SHIPPED 9/7 l black spandex 1 1 [
Nightfall Boot
OTK Stretch
SHIPPED 9/7 tomato red spandex 1 1 AOC
BROTHERVE =\ MET GALA
QUANTITY TOTAL FOR
STYLE it COLORWAY
Nile Bag Ry
black satin
gold embroidery and crystal
m Handcarry ™\ ghispi e 1 1 AOC
on gold hardware
Nile Bag m
espresso satin
gold embroidery and crystal
m Handcarry pi 1 1 AOC
on - gold hardware
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Nile Bag

COE.OCASIO-CORTEZ.009549

cream satin
m Handcarry A A siver em:z::z:‘ ot 1 AOC
on m silver hardware
Nile Bag
tomato red satin
m Handcarry silver eml::;d;vsrv:nd arystal 1 AOC
on silver hardware
TOTAL SAMPLES TO PRODUCE 45
BROTHI MET GALA - PULL FROM STOCK
4 SIZE TOTAL FOR
S1 i | COLORWAY 36 37 38 39 40 41
Paloma »-/ -
1 1|
TOTAL SAMPLES TO PULL 1
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Number of participants

Participants

@gmail.com

Number of messages 6
First message sent date/time September 18, 2021 10:27:00
Last message sent date/time September 18, 2021 13:22:28

September 18, 2021 10:58:14

The shoe that ~ :| is talking about I just want to make sure if AOC is buying it we do it at FMV..
Would you you normally charge for that?
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September 18, 2021 11:01:03

I would assume when looking at the BV site somewhere between $600-$8007?

mail.oom September 18, 2021 11:09:29

What is fmv

September 18, 2021 11:09:51

Sorry fair market value.

September 18, 2021 11:10:03

What you would sell them for online

September 18, 2021 11:10:28

As for the shoe we would have to sell her at what anyone else would pay for it

gmail.oom September 18, 2021 11:10:33

Probs $635 I guess

September 18, 2021 11:10:40

Okay. Thx u
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@gmail.com September 18, 2021 11:10:59

We also need to make a seperate invoice to Riley for the Tom Ford bow tie and the shoes 7
'| got him

| September 18, 2021 11:11:08

I will finalize and then send final invoice once | gets back to us

September 18, 2021 11:11:13

September 18, 2021 11:11:15

No problem

[ September 18, 2021 11:11:50

Thx u and sorry to bother you again. Just want to make sure I close the loop
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Best.

On Sep 17, 2021, at 5:5

Monday 1s great - thank you!

on Fri, sep 17, 2021 at 5:48 PM ||| G
i I

Jderris.com> wrote:

n 1n tonech ahant chnsae far thae Tannary T act
) VOV ULLLL L VUL QUL DIVVD AUV U J“Aluu‘_y Asa00
= () e R TR S A A RE o
,00 {(in cc) is working on pulling them. Is Monday ok for delivery oi
do you need before? Keep us posted and we'll get then

-

-

o
<
o
=
=

Best,

Derris | N

Accessories and Product Coiiaborations Director

CONFIDENTIAL
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-;rtez For Congress

Customer Number

Invoice %

243783

Invoice Date

9/30/2021

Invoice Period

9/16/2021-9/30/2021

Invoice Amount

$143.26

Remit To:

Lightspeed Express Delivery Systems

www.lightspeed.biz

Please det_ach here gnd return this gortion with your remitt_ance check

PAYMENT DUE UPON RECEIPT

Customer Number Invoice Date
3386 9/30/2021
Invoice Number Invoice Amount
243783 $143.26
On Demand
Date Ready
Order Type Order ID References
Deliver Date Caller Origin Destination Billing Group
9/21/2021 2:14 PM 3499825 Alexandria Ocasio-cortez For Cong Brother Vellies
Boroughs
9/21/2021 6:30 PM -
Boroughs $60.50
Waiting Time 99 $75.00 at drop
Additional $500 Insurance 1 $0.50
Fuel Surcharge 1 $7.26
rpoD: [T Order Total: $143.26
On Demand Totals: $143.26
Customer Total: $143.26
Page 1 of 1
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_ Entertainment Director, Vogue

.
Ok, I just talked to
Vogue does a thing called Behlnd
the Red Carpet’ that actually is all
story telling about the look where
we would be able to bake in any of
the message points we need. And
give narrative. | think that is more
helpful than like just day of getting
ready story. If we are
reconstructing a piece of hers we
can show that etc.

- Behind the Red Carpet sounds
more appropriate

Ah just confirming you're thinking |
of providing Riley with a tie/
| cummerbund?

There is no restriction on Riley btw

| was going to give Riley a flower!
Is he wearing a suit? What's his

~
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9/18/21, 9:56 AM Wisp Floral Chiffon Dress by Emanuel Ungaro for $330 | Rent the Runway

Enable Accessibility

MEMBERSHIPS

I
PLANS TRENDING NOW CLOTHING Signin Q) !
| FROM 869

Most-Loved Plan: 8 ltems for $99M st—Lovetr):l Plan: 8 ltems for $99 EXPLORE x
AGCCESSCRIES DESIGNERS

ccessibility

(50) <

Emanuel Ungaro

Wisp Floral Chiffon Dress
$2,280 original retail

Customer
Photos (27)

One-time rental .
Rent for 4 days l

$330

ZiP CODE

- 10014

SIZE

IT 38 / US 2, Regular (Unavailable)

Please select another size

FREE BACKUP SIZE

. No Thanks
SIZE & FIT
DELIVERY + RETURN DATES
4-DAY RENTAL ¢
. Fri10/8 - Mon 10411
8-DAY RENTAL
20% off your first order with code GETDRESSED!
SHOP SIMILAR STYLES
Memberships 2
From $89/menth E = 
Memberships from $69 :
Buy Now
Pre-loved items in excellent condition.
$1596
https://iwww.renttheru nway.com/shop/designers/emanuel_ungaro/wisp_ﬂ oral_chiffon_dress?lens=membershi p 1115
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- :il.com

60
ne September 09, 2021 06:16:01
N M September 09, 2021 19:38:37

@gmail.com September 09, 2021 06:16:01

. Good morning! He looks great! The tailoring helps a lot!

@gmail.com September 09, 2021 08:35:17

Ok sooo00 I sent this photo to my friend who is a really wonderful men's stylist and works a lot

on MET. He was wondering if Riley had any time around the end of the day to meet at a tilor. IF

he's interested.

@2gmail.com September 09, 2021 08:35:43

The impetus behind this is just that I really want Riley to feel and look his best and that will also

‘ make him extra confident.

@gmail.com September 09, 2021 08:36:13

I think that tux could use some extra tailoring to flatter him even more and we might want to put

‘. him in a different shoe.

@gmail.com September 09, 2021 08:36:30

Stop me anytime if I'm way out of line €&*
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September 09, 2021 08:36:39

Morning! Ok let's do it!

September 09, 2021 08:36:44

Laughed at “Stop me anytime if I'm way out of line <"

September 09, 2021 08:36:56

Where is the tailor?

@gmail.com September 09, 2021 08:37:28

Okay is he free around 5 or 6? I believe tailor is midtown. I will ask right now

September 09, 2021 08:49:53

September 09, 2021 08:51:05

| The place he bought it from is making their adjustments so he won't get it until Sunday

@gmail.com September 09, 2021 08:56:34

_ Hmm where did he buy from?
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@gmail.com September 09, 2021 08:57:05

I wonder if they can just meet there and have some other eyes present to suggest some other ad
justments

September 09, 2021 09:01:53

I suggested to him if he could get it sans alteration bc I think what these places do in terms of tai
loring is standard stuff

@gmail.com September 09, 2021 09:02:43

Yes I think so too. And it's great. But since this is a special occasion if we can get the brightest mi
nds in the biz on it, why not!

September 09, 2021 09:15:04

Loved “Yes I think so too. And it's great. But since this is a special occasion if we can get the brig
i htest minds in the biz on it, why not! ”

September 09, 2021 09:15:07

I agree!
September 09, 2021 09:15:40

T'll keep you updated he's seeing if he can just get the tux today

@gmail.com September 09, 2021 09:31:31

]1‘ Okay also what is his shoe size?
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September 09, 2021 09:32:29

He's a size 12

@gmail.com September 09, 2021 09:32:55

Liked "He's a size 12"

@gmail.com September 09, 2021 09:33:56

I am at the dentist with a weird thing in my mouth w

@gmail.com September 09, 2021 09:34:13

Can I call you in 307

September 09, 2021 09:45:24

Liked “Can I call you in 302"

September 09, 2021 09:45:34

Good luck!

September 09, 2021 09:45:59
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September 09, 2021 09:46:42

AAfor this purpose, that emoji is for happy teeth

September 09, 2021 10:59:10

Is the address she'd be going to on Saturday the same as she went when you met with her?

September 09, 2021 11:06:38

We are a go with Riley! He's able to pick up the suit and he can be there between 5 and 6 today.
Let me know what address I should send him to

@gmail.com September 09, 2021 11:40:29

Ok stylist is on a plane just waiting for him to land!

September 09, 2021 11:40:39

Liked “Ok stylist is on a plane just waiting for him to land! ”

September 09, 2021 15:43:25

just checking in on the stylist

September 09, 2021 15:43:31

Also want to give you a small update
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@gmail.com September 09, 2021 15:53:02

@gmail.com September 09, 2021 15:53:07

Just got off phone with stylist

@gmail.com September 09, 2021 15:53:21

Is there ANY CHANCE Riley can do 9am tomorrow

@gmail.com September 09, 2021 15:53:25

September 09, 2021 16:19:57

Yes he can do it

@gmail.com September 09, 2021 16:41:54

. Amazing!!
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September 09, 2021 17:06:40

Let me know when you have a few mins, would like to share an update

@gmail.com

Calling in 10!

Liked “Calling in 10! “

Give me 5 minutes

@gmail.com

Liked "Give me 5 minutes”

Just emailed you the list

@gmail.com

COE.OCASIO-CORTEZ.011591

September 09, 2021 17:53:52

September 09, 2021 17:55:33

September 09, 2021 18:12:48

September 09, 2021 18:13:45

September 09, 2021 19:33:46

September 09, 2021 19:34:21




@gmail.com September 09, 2021 19:34:42

I am getting numbers on costs right now for gown will have tomorrow!

September 09, 2021 19:35:01

Loved "I am getting numbers on costs right now for gown will have tomorrow!”

September 09, 2021 19:35:27

You're writing a book?!

@gmail.com September 09, 2021 19:35:41

@gmail.com September 09, 2021 19:35:58

Ohhh my ooo tipped you off!!

September 09, 2021 19:36:02

e that's amaaazziiinnnnggg

September 09, 2021 19:36:04

Yes lol
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@gmail.com September 09, 2021 19:36:07

Aww thanks!

@gmail.com September 09, 2021 19:36:19

I actually went to Greece last week, took the week off to write

September 09, 2021 19:36:21

A labor of love

September 09, 2021 19:36:26

Loved "I actually went to Greece last week, took the week off to write ”

@gmail.com September 09, 2021 19:36:44

| v)
. And am pretending to still be away so most people don't bother me this week ;

September 09, 2021 19:38:35

Y

Laughed at "And am pretending to still be away so most people don't bother me this week 1) 7

September 09, 2021 19:38:37

- Smart move

COE.OCASIO-CORTEZ.011583




EXHIBIT 19



SANDLER REIRE
SANDLERE
ROSERNSTEIM & BIRFENST

CCE, PG

March 17, 2022

Omar S. Ashmawy
Staff Director and Chief Counsel
Office of Congressional Ethics

Re: Review No. 22-8546

Mr. Ashmawy:

This letter will respond on behalf of our client, U.S. Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez (D-
NY), to the letter received from the Office of Congressional Ethics (“OCE”) on March 2, 2022.
OCE stated in its letter that the Congresswoman “may have accepted impermissible gifts
associated with her attendance at the Met Gala in 2021.”

The Congresswoman and her staff consulted extensively with the undersigned counsel to
ensure her compliance with the House Rules in connection with her attendance at this event (that
other Members of Congress have attended as well).! Significant time and resources — both legal
and of the Congresswoman’s staff — went to ensuring that each aspect of Congresswoman’s
attendance was fully thought through, and was permissible. As described in this letter, the
Congresswoman has sought to pay for all benefits that were not otherwise exempted from gift
rules.

Apart from the ticket, the meals, beverages, and entertainment at the event, the
Congresswoman has personally paid for the rental value of her dress, handbag, shoes, and
accessories. The Congresswoman has also paid fair market value for the services related to her
hair and makeup, as well as for her nails for the evening.

However, unfortunately, transportation related to the event, and the pro-rated value of a
hotel rooms used for staging prior to the Met Gala have not been reimbursed as of yet. Conde
Nast, which owns Vogue, provided transportation from the Congresswoman’s home to the hotel,
and Brother Veilles provided the staging, as well as transportation to the Met GGala. Since last
September, the Congresswoman’s staff has been attempting to obtain information from the
relevant entities that paid for these facilities and services about their value, but have been unable
to do so. The staff will continue to work to obtain this information so that the Congresswoman
can reimburse these costs as soon as possible. In addition, we will begin conducting a review of
communications responsive to the Request for Information.

! See, e.g., People.com, “Congresswoman Carolyn Maloney Calls for 'Equal Rights for Women' with
Suffragette-Themed Met Gala Dress” (September 14, 2021), at hiips:Zpsopis.convsivle/oonamenyoman:
carolva-aloney-wears-seffraseiethemed-mat-sala-dresa/ (last accessed March 16, 2022).
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By way of background, the Congresswoman accepted complimentary attendance at the
2021 Met Gala, a fundraiser for the Metropolitan Museum of Art, a 501(c)(3) charity. The
invitation was extended directly by the sponsor of the event, which was the Metropolitan
Museum of Art. The Congresswoman was offered a guest ticket under that same criteria, and her
longtime partner Riley Roberts attended the event as well.

It 1s crucial to state that the Congresswoman or her agents did not solicit any benefits
whatsoever. The Congresswoman declined any other benefits offered other than those described
below, which were or will paid for at fair market value, or clearly fit within an exception to the
gift rules > Separately, the Congresswoman did not attend any ancillary events from the Met
Gala, such as after-parties.

1. Overview

OCE has requested that the Congresswoman provide the following information and

documents:
L Request 1: Documents and communications related to the Congresswoman’s
attendance at the Met Gala, including regarding:
a. Her invitation and decision to attend the Met Gala;
b. Her attire at the Met Gala (dress, shoes, bag, jewelry, etc.);
c. Services provided to her in connection with the Met Gala (hairstyling,
makeup, transportation, etc.);
d. Her lodging or accommodations for preparation to attend or associated
with her attendance at the Met Gala; and
e. The acceptance of any other tangible items or items of value related to the
Met Gala.
1L Request 2: Documents and communications related to the Congresswoman’s

long-time partner, Riley Roberts’, attendance at the Met Gala.

.  Request3: Communications with the House Ethics Committee on the subjects
above.

* See Request for Information 1(e).
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2. Origins of Inquiry

Before proceeding to a summary of documents initially produced, as well as our
responses and legal substantiation, it is crucial to state the origins of this inquiry. It is our
understanding that OCE’s initiation of this inquiry is based on two complaints filed with it by the
National Legal and Policy Center and the American Accountability Foundation, two right-wing
organizations that routinely file claims against progressive Members of Congress for political
purposes.?

These organizations — while ostensibly acting for the benefit of public disclosure —
intentionally contort facts and present the Congresswoman in the worst possible light. Right-
wing media extensively covered these complaints, which were not otherwise covered in more
mainstream news outlets.*

3. Responses to Requests for Documents

Initially, the Congresswoman is producing:

I. Request 1:

a. Invitation to the Met Gala;

? National Legal and Policy Center, “AOC’s ‘Tax the Rich’ Dress Draws Ethics Complaint™ (September
16, 2021), at hins/Ssvwwadpe.or/sovemment-inisaai-project/aces-tax-the-neh-dress-drawa-stings.
cornplayg/; American Accountability Foundation, “AAF Demands Accountability for AOC’s Blatant
Congressional Ethics Violations at NYC Met Gala” (September 14, 2021), at

htips e veeannsricanacsosnabiltvivnndation comfpontaad dunsndsaceodabnbity-Reranescblatant
congressional-sicsviclstne-atmyemet-eals (last accessed March 16, 2022),

* See, ¢.g., Daily Caller News Foundation, “Ocasio-Cortez’s Attendance At Lavish Met Gala Draws
Ethics Complaint *“ (September 15, 2021), at Siips:/dmivealiorconyd 202 1709/ Salesandniaucasio-conioan
cihics-complamtzuet-zals/; “EXCLUSIVE: Ocasio-Cortez Hit With Second Ethics Complaint Over “Tax
The Rich’ Met Gala Appearance” (September 16, 2021), at izps./dalvcallor.com/Z02 L% L Sloxchaive:
ocasic-cores-complaint-met-galy/; National Review, “Conservative Watchdog Files Ethics Complaint
against AOC over Met Gala Attendance™ (September 14, 2021), at

Stpewarns nationslreaow cominowssonsorvativerwatchdos-flesothucs-complami-asanst-acoover
gwi-galamattendancy/; Fox News, “AOC hit with ethics complaint over Met Gala attendance™ (September
14, 2021), at bripswwew Bsngwssonypoitics/asc-otincsoupinni~meinaiatickes (last accessed
March 16, 2022).

Sce also, mainstream news outlets: NBC News, “Conservative group files ethics complaint against AOC
for attending Met Gala” (September 15, 2021), at kttes Swwwe phenews com/politios/onlinies-
nowslconsorvativemun-ilesvihicsconnplhdneainst-aoeaicadineniet-ralon 1279308, The Hill,
“Conservative group files ethics complaint over Ocasio-Cortez appearance at Met Gala™ (September 15,
2022), at httpsfhehil combomonowshousn/ST2308 conservative-gronn-flos-aucs-complami-ovees
ocasic-cotesappearance-at-mat (last accessed March 16, 2022).
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b. Correspondence between the undersigned counsel and the Metropolitan
Museum of Art regarding acceptance of attendance to and meals at the
event;

c. Invoices, and substantiation for payment by the Congresswoman for (by
vendor and type of expense):
i. Brother Veilles:
1. The dress worn by the Congresswoman (one-day rental),
2. The shoes worn by the Congresswoman (one-day rental);

3. Earrings and rings worn by the Congresswoman (one-day
rental); and

4. Bag held by the Congresswoman (one-day rental).

it. Vogue and related vendors recruited by the company — The Wall
Group and Streeters:

1. Hair; and

2. Makeup.

IL Request 3: Communications with the House Ethics Committee on September 14
to September 17, 2021. These communications occurred after the Met Gala.

4. Regarding Riley Roberts

OCE additionally requests documents regarding Riley Roberts, likely in response to the
National Legal and Policy Center’s complaint.> While Mr. Roberts is a private citizen, in the
interest of transparency, he is willing to provide information as a part of this matter. We can
state that Mr. Roberts:

a. Attended the Met Gala (including food, beverages, and entertainment) as the

2 [13

Congresswoman’s “plus one” to the event (as discussed below);

> Complaint of National Legal and Policy Center, (“Thus, because her boyfriend is not her "spouse or
dependent,” her acceptance of an "invite plus one" to the Met Gala would violate the Gift Rule unless
AOC or her boyfriend paid for his $35,000 ticket, an unlikely scenario.”). As noted below, the
Metropolitan Museum of Art provided the Congresswoman with a value of $250 for the ticket.
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b. Rode with the Congresswoman to the event, and drove her home afterwards.

Mr. Roberts did not receive additional benefits that would present concerns about a gift to
the Congresswoman under House Rule 25(5)(a)(2)(B)(1).°

Mr. Roberts accepted complimentary attendance to the Met Gala under the “charity
event” exception of House Rule 25(5)(a)(4)(C)-(D), which allows a Member of Congress to
bring a “spouse or dependent” to an event meeting the exception.” Mr. Roberts and the
Congresswoman have been together since 2014, and have lived together since 2016. 1t is clear
that the term “spouse” — as utilized in the rule — is intended to allow a Member of Congress to
bring the individual that they’ve decided to share their lives with to a charity event, regardless of
whether they have taken steps to bring the law or religion into their relationship.

5. Responses to Requests for Information

a. Acceptance of Attendance to the Met Gala.

In late August of 2021, the Congresswoman received an invitation to the Metropolitan
Museum of Art’s annual Costume Institute Benefit. After receiving this invitation, the
Congresswoman sought guidance from the undersigned counsel to ensure that her attendance
would be permissible. Working with the Congresswoman’s staff, we confirmed with counsel for
the Metropolitan Museum of Art that the Costume Institute Benefit met the requirements for a
“charity event” under House Rule 25(5)(a)(4)(C)-(D):®

i. Contributions to The Costume Institute Benefit the Metropolitan Museum of Art
(“The Met”), as a 501(c)(3) public charity with EIN 13-1624086.°

® House Ethics Manual at 33 (“Under clause 5(a)(2)(B)(i) of House Rule 25, a gift to a family member or
another individual will be deemed to be a gift to the official when two circumstances are present: The gift
was given with the knowledge and acquiescence of the Member or staff person; and The Member or staff
person has reason to believe the gift was given because of his official position with the House.”).

" House Rule 25(5)(a)(4)(C)-(D).

¥ House Rule 25(5)(a)(4)(C) (“A Member, Delegate, Resident Commissioner, officer, or employee of the
House, or the spouse or dependent thereof, may accept a sponsor’s unsolicited offer of free attendance at
a charity event, except that reimbursement for transportation and lodging may not be accepted in
connection with the event unless— (1) all of the net proceeds of the event are for the benefit of an
organization described in section 501(¢)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 and exempt from
taxation under section 501(a) of such Code; (ii) reimbursement for the transportation and lodging in
connection with the event is paid by such organization; and (1i1) the offer of free attendance at the event is
made by such organization.”).

? Internal Revenue Service file for The Metropolitan Museum Of Art, at
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ii. The primary purpose of the event is charitable.

iii.  All proceeds from the Benefit are used by The Met to fund the Costume
Institute's staff and annual programming.

iv. The invitation to the event was extended specifically by the Met, and not by any
outside organization.

v. The Met is primarily responsible for organizing the event, the Met produces and
hosts the event, pays all the vendors and performers for the event, and signs off
on all aspects of the event.!”

Accordingly, the Congresswoman permissibly accepted attendance to, as well as meals,
beverages, and entertainment at, the event. As a ticket to a charity event is valued at the cost of
the meal, rather than the cost of the ticket — $250 according to the Met, below the gift reporting
threshold — it will additionally not appear on the Congresswoman’s 2021 personal financial
disclosure statement.!!

b. The Congresswoman has sought to pay for other costs at their fair market
value.

Before describing in detail how the Congresswoman has sought to comply with limits on
gifts by reimbursing vendors from her personal funds, at the fair market value of the use of the
facilities and services received, it is crucial to note the difficulties that the Congresswoman and
her team encountered while attempting fo do so.

The Met Gala is primarily an event for celebrities — actors, fashion models, and others not
subject to gift limitations who are routinely given benefits without cost simply because of their
stature. It has proven extraordinarily difficult to determine which entity or comparny was paying

Jor a benefit to be reimbursed by the Congresswoman. On a number of occasions, the
Congresswoman and her team were met with responses from collaborators and companies to the

PrstAndoiivedente il ok &aaie=NY Seomiv Abn= U dbas&dupe=UHARITIES IO ORY OFR
EIUENS&oe TaeesCHARINIE S S o o= OPFY GF RETURNS (last accessed March 16, 2022).

' Correspondence with the Museum, as well as Conde Nast — which owns Vogue — is included in Initial
Production for Request 1a. As the undersigned counsel conducted this inquiry, the Congresswoman
waives privilege solely on the produced documents for this purpose. Of note, this reality dispels the
American Accountability Foundation’s concerns regarding the application of the charity event exception.

! See House Ethics Manual at 74. We expect additional complaints to be filed with OCE and House

Ethics on this issue, likely from similar right-wing organizations seeking to harm the Congresswoman
politically.
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As a part of her appearance at the Met Gala, the Congresswoman participated in a video
series for Vogue, which featured attendees at the Gala getting ready for the event.?’ Vogue
specifically requested that, as a part of their piece, they provide transportation from the
Congresswoman’s home to the staging area, which was be filmed as a part of the piece. A van
was provided, whose cost was $586.84 for four passengers (the Congresswoman and three
Vogue staffers). The Congresswoman is currently in the process of paying her allocable share of
this invoice, one-fourth of this amount, $146.71.

Separately, Vogue provided hair and makeup as a part of their piece, which were
provided by The Wall Group ($368.94) and Streeters ($492.06).2! The Congresswoman paid
these vendors personally. The Congresswoman’s nails were also done during staging, which
were personally paid for in cash.??

We will continue to work with the Congresswoman to ensure that costs for transportation
and lodging are paid for, and that responsive documents to the Request for Information are
produced.

Sincerely,

David Mitrani

Counsel for Congresswoman Ocasio-Cortez

* Y ouTube, Vogue, “Congresswoman Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez Gets Ready for the Met Gala,” at

Hitps ewew vouiube somfwatch P v=Y v 75 UpE (last accessed March 16, 2022). The full playlist of
the series can be found at

Iattps ey vouibe com/plavist s PLaA R Xl MATOREBMPP saviiccatatink (last accessed
March 16, 2022).

2 Differences in invoiced and charged amounts are attributable to credit card fees.

2 As such, unfortunately, an invoice and substantiation of payment do not exist.
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